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INTRODUCTION 
1. Nature of the study.-- The facts about the early 
attempts at founding a school system in the area now com-
prising Lowell have never been assembled as a complete 
educational study, as far as the writer can ascertain. 
Because Lowell was carved from two towns that had 
had long and separate school histories of their own, one 
must delve deeply into sources for information helpful 
in commencing a history of the public schools of Lowell. 
This history officially begins in 1826, at which time 
Lowell was incorporated as a town. 
2. Scope of the study.-- Lowell was once a part 
of northeast Chelmsford, called Chelmsford Neck, and re-
presented an outlying area of the town that was settled 
in 1653 and incorporated in 1655. Chelmsford was located 
on the south side of the Merrimack River and inland. The 
town of Dracut, situated on the north side of the same 
river and inland, was part of Chelmsford until incor-
porated as a town in 1702. 
The writer will endeavor to give a factual narration 
of educational activities first of Chelmsford, and secondly 
of Dracut, before plunging into the history of Lowell's 
-1-
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public schools, the reason being that the town of Lowell 
was t he recipi ent of the educational va l u s and pl a nning 
acquired through more than a century of s truggles and 
trials in public schooling in the above mentioned t owns . 
Following this, the history of the publi c schools of 
Lowell will be recorded . 
3. Purposes and Justification of the Study.-- The 
purpose of this study is to bring t o light the various 
steps, ma ny of them halting, by means of which the city 
of Lowell finally came upon a firm base of operations for 
its schools . 
Through the study, residents may realize the in-
vo l ved, intricate circumstances which caused Lowell to 
have, not e. clear path of progress, but a deviating 
circuitous route to modern education. 
Since . Lowell is a mill city, a review of its educa-
tional background may prove helpful to anyone undertaking 
a sirnilar study. Lowell's most serious problems as a 
mill town and city cut into its educational progress. 
Problems especially grievous in a mill city, with which 
Lowell had to cope, included juvenile delinquen cy, 
absenteeism, truancy, quitting school to enter the mills, 
and lack of supervision in the home due to both parents 
working in the mills . 
iii 
4. Review of Previous Research on the Subject.--
There is little in the line of previous res earch on the 
subject of the thesis, except references in the few books 
available on the histories of Lowell, Chelmsford and 
Dracut . There are only two histories of Chelmsford, one 
scarce, and the other rare~ only a few hand-sewn copies 
existing. There is only one history of Dracut. Little 
about schooling in Lowell could be gleaned from the 
various histories of the city, and some of the information 
was inaccurate. Histories of Middlesex County proved 
helpful. 
The author visited the town hall of Chelmsford and 
was permitted to inspect ancient town records kept in a 
locked room in t he cellar. A part of the early town 
records was missing, having been unaccountably lost. 
A visit was made to the office of the Superintendent 
of Schools of Lowell, where the author was courteously 
given permission to use the school committee records from 
1837 on. These were locked in a vault. It was not a 
simple task to select from musty, stained pages, items of 
interest relative to the social and pedagogical develop-
ment of the schools . 
5. Method of Procedure.-- The history of the schools 
of I~well will be presented in factual, chronological 
order, with attention being given to trends that devel-
oped. The early years of struggle, failure and some 
progress, will be given a great deal of space because 
out of all this emerged a pattern still basic in the 
public school s of t oday. 
iv 
CHAPTER I 
INDIAN SCHOOL AT WAMESIT 
Forerunner of attempted education.-- The earliest 
attempt at teaching the children of the area now compris-
ing Lowell is shrouded in the historic past of Lowell. 
Records of the colony and oral tradition give glimpses of 
the part played by a log cabin church-school for Indians 
erected under the guidance of a missionary to the Indians; 
Rev. John Eliot, about the middle of the seventeenth cen: 
tury. This school was the predecessor of schools begun 
in this area about 250 years ago. 
First visit of preacher about 1646.-- The first white 
visitor to Lowell, of whose visit any record remains was 
Rev. John Eliot of West Roxbury, who was employed by the 
colonial authorities as agent and missionary among the 
Indians. Born at Widtord, Hertford, England in 1604, the 
minister began his work among the Indians at the age of 
forty-two. He was noted tor having translated the Scrip-
tures into the Algonquin tongue. He died in 1690. 
Apostle to the Indians.-- This "Apostle to the 
Indians" first came here "about the year 1646, and re-
mained many days, preaching to the natives, who heard him 
-A-
B 
with willing ears • ..l/Although their great sachem P.assa-
conway expressed fear of that "long-faced man with a black 
book under his arm,~ when he first saw Eliot. 
Ahcient site.-- ''As early as 1647 John Eliot had 
visited Wameait,~ this place being "an ancient seat of 
the Indians. ,,1/ In this place were two Indian cam9s. 
"The Wamesits dwelt near the falls of the Concord River. 
and the Pawtuckets proper near Pawtucket Falls.~ 
Fifth praying town.-- Wamesit was the fifth praying 
town of Indians, situated on the neck of land at the con-
fluence of the Concord and Merrimack Rivers. 
Land reserved for Indians.-- In 1652 twenty men from 
Woburn and concord petitioned the General Court to ex-
amine a tract of land adjacent to the Merrimack including 
what is now Lowell. Next year they again petitioned the 
Court, this time to occupy the land. "The lands were 
granted; but on petition of the Apostle Eliot, the 
~Cowley, ~sq., Charles, "A Handbook of Business in Lowell 
with a History of the City," Lowell,l856, E. D. Green. 
pg.l6. 
~cowley, Charles, Ibid., pg. 16 
~"Illustrated History of Lowell and Vicinity, Massachu-
setts," Done by courier Citizen co., Lowell, 1897, pg. 72. 
4/tbi,.d., pg. 67, quoting Gook, Gen'l. Daniel, "Historical 
~oTieetions of the Indians of New England," 1674 • 
.2/Ibid., pg. 65 
C' 
territory of Lowell, between the two rivera, called the 
'Great Neck' was reserved to the sole use or the Indians. 
1/ 
Its then most usual name was Wamesit.n-
Permanent homes at Wamesit.-- Before the plantation 
at Chelmsford was established in 1653 "the Indians con-
verted by the Apostle Eliot bad already erected permanent 
wigwams at Wamesit and lived here with other Pawtucketa, 
applying tbemse~ves to fishing and the tillage of the 
soil. Both the Chelmsford grant and the Indian reserva-
Y 
tion were enlarged in 1656." 
Surveyors hired.-- The 1653 grants of the Court in-
cluded the request that surveyors be hired to lay out the 
plantantion and the reservation, the former at the peti-
tioners' expense, the latter at the colony's. 
School . taught in log house.-- "Some years afterwards, 
the log house was built on Meeting House Hill •••• which 
was used for school purposes on six days in the week and 
for religious meetings on Sunday ••••• It is said to have 
been one and a half stories in hei~, and probably had 
an apartment for the use of Eliot. The. present Eliot 
church is located on that site. 
y cowley, Chas., o:p. cit., pg. 20 
y cowley, .I,b.U.., pg. 20 
~ Lowell, a City of Spindles, Pub. by Trades and Labor 
council of Lowell, Mass., Lawler & Company, Lowell, 
1900. 
D 
Eliot .visited annually to preach.--"For twenty-
eight years Eliot came here and preached, and had e. 
teacher and preacher who carried on the good work in his 
. y 
absence." He used the opportunity provided by the an-
nual visit here of the confederated tribes of the Paw-
tucket nation who "assembled around their grand sachem, 
their assemblies often numbering twelve thousand people, 
and continuing for several weeks. ,,Y 
. Vast migration of fish.-- The visit to Wamesit oc-
curred "in the spring of each year when the sahnon, shad 
and alewives made their annual migration up the Merrimack 
River to their spawning ground • ,)./ "John Eliot came to 
Pawtucket Falls in 1648 and talked to the assembled y . 
tribes," of the Pennacook confederacy. Eliot was usually 
accompanied by General Daniel Gookin, representative 
magistrate of the colony's government. 
Hilltop site of cabin school.-- The spot where Eliot 
the top Or e. hill then. near the corner of preached was .. 
summer and Favor streets. His cabin was built there, 
!/The semi-centennial Volume of the Eliot Church,. 
Lowell, Mass., edited by Rev. John M. Greene, D.D., 
Populi Press, Huse, Goodwin & co., Lowell., 1881. 
!(Ibid. 11 pg. 301 
3/Tripl.e Anniversary Brochure, Eliot UniOn Church, 
~ct. 21-28, 1945. No Publ.isher. 
vox 
E 
located near the village of the praying Indians. "When 
Eliot and ~ookin could not be at Wamesit, Numphow was the 
Indian magist~ate, and Samuel, son of Numphow, was its 
preacher.,)/ Numphow- was the sachem of Wamesit. Samuel 
could read, speak and write both English and Indian, having 
attended school elsewhere at the cost of the Corporation 
for the Indians. cowley stated of him that "Samuel, the 
Indian teacher, imparted his teachings in a log chapel.~ 
Indian teachers encouraged.-- The General Court made 
wise provisions for the Indians. "Ev~ encouragement was 
given to Indian teachers and rulers." ~ - ,........ ..... W1 Aocw: .. u - - ...... - ..... ~ 
!/1b!d., pg. 13 
ITE Of CH EL ERECTED IN 
3 fO OH ELIOT, THE APOSTLE 
TO THE INDIANS. HERE E PREACHED 
TO THE WA EIIT AND PENNACOOK 
INDIANS, CONVERTING MANY AND 
E8TABLI8HING A VILLAGE Of CHRIS-
TIAN INDIAMS CALLED WAMESIT. 
2/cowley, Esq., Cha~les, "Memories of the Indi_ans and 
~ioneers of the Region of Lowell, stone and Huse, Lowell, 
1862 and Semi-Centennial Volume of the Eliot Church, op. 
cit., pgs. 297-8. 
~cowley, Charles, "A Handbook of Business in Lowell, 
OP· cit., pg. 22. 
CHAPTER II 
SUR\TEY OF THE CHELMSF ORD SCHOOLS 
1 . Colonial Times 
colonial laws demand schools.-- Since Lowell was for 
173 years a part of Chelmsford, one must look into the 
early history of Chelmsford for the proper background in 
the progress of education in this vicinity. 
Chelmsford was settled in 1653 and incorporated i n 
1655. An examination of the town records shows that 
during the first 40 years of the town, there are no 
references to schools. Yet some type of schooling had 
to be pursued due to the law passed by the General Court 
in 1642 that required selectmen to 
nhave a vigilant eye over their brethren and 
neighbors to see, first, that none of them shall 
suffer so much barbarism in any of their families 
as not to endeavor to teach, by themsel ves or 
others, their children and apprentices so much 
learning as may !ijable them perfectly to read the 
English tongue. ny 
By the same act parents were also required to "give reli-
gious education to their children and apprentices ." 
Five years later, in 1647, a free school was made 
compulsory by an act passed by t he General Court which 
, !/Waters, M.A., B.D., The Rev. Wilson, History of 
Chelmsford, Massachusetts, Courier-Citizen Co., Lowell, 
Mass., 1917, pg. 550-551 (quoted by) 
1 
L 
\
"• ' :." •• I - "t • 
I I ; •• ·I 
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2 
stated that where there were 50 householders the town 
must appoint a teacher, and where there were 100 house-
holders a grammar school must be held of such grade t hat 
youth ttmay be fitted for the University. n 
Religious basis of instruction.-- There are some 
evidences to pro've the children were being instructed 
and that the accent was on religion. For ex~mple, in 
1657 , the pastor, Rev. John Fiske, a graduate of 
Immanuel College , Cambridge, England, was ·asked to 
compose a catechism for the children. He complied. 
The catechism, printed at the peop le' s expense ln 1657 , 
by Samue l Green, Cambridge, and dedicated to the Church 
and congregation at Chelmsford, was called "Watering of' 
the Plant in Christ's Garden," or a short ca. techism for 
1/ 
the entrance of our Che Lms ford children.~ 
Another proof is the fact that the Rev. Fiske ' s 
son Moses was prepared for and graduated from Harvard 
College in 1662 and became a. minister. 
The teaching was probably provided mostly in homes 
by the parents, or perhaps in s ome cases by the local 
minister . " It was the duty of the selectmen-- to have a y 
vigilant oversight in the matter. " Boys of this era 
y Wa. ters, op . cit., pg . 551. 
2/ Allen, A.M., Rev. Wilkes, '•The History of Chelmsford, n 
Haverhill, printed by P. N. Green, 1820 . 
later administered the affairs of the· town, and records 
in their handwriting show them to have possessed proper 
qualifications for their duties. Their wives often 
signed by another's hand, demonstrating that writing was 
not stressed in the education of girls. 
Rev. Fiske made the followin g record of provisions 
fo r the r eligious instruction of children under the date 
of April 2, 1658, as follows: 
nsome agitation there was about ye way or 
proceeding in catechising our younger persons; 
& for ye males concluded upon ye Lord's day i n 
afternoon. 
f or ye females, ypon ye day after our 
Lecture constantly at 3 of ye Ifock in ye 
afternoon at ye pastors house.- · 
The r eligious character of the coloni s ts is demonstrated 
by this incident. 
In 1680 it was voted to purchs.se a bell to hang in 
the meeting-house. With their characteris ti c zeal the 
parishioners did not think it unseemly that "while as 
yet they he.d no school-house in t own, they should pro-2/ 
vide a bell f or their meeting-house.u-
3 
Early town records.-- The first record of a teacher 
appointed by the town is as follows: "Selectman 
1/Waters, op. cit., pg . 551. 
2/Allen, op. cit., pg. 26. 
4 
Fletcher is Apointed t o b e a scoll e mas t er for the year 
1696 by order of the selectmen. 
Thoma s Parke t>, Clarke " 1/ 
The town, now havi ng 100 familie s , an Edware! 
Emerson was appoi nt ed schoo11na.ster for the year 1698, 
on May 12, to comply with t~e statute requiring a school 
of such grade as to prepare youth for the Universi ty. 
' In 1699 , school- teaching appointments were made on 
August 26 , thusly: 
" the selectmen of said towne Apointed Sa.muel 
Fletcher Junr schooL~aster t o learne young pe rsons 
to write: on the Day Above said Select me n 
Apoin ted for Scooldames: Deacon Fosters wife 
J no Wrights: Moses Barretta wi fe and Joshua 
Fletchers wife 
Here recorded by me g! 
Samll Fletcher Towne Clerk .. u 
Up t o t his time t here was no schoolhouse in t he 
town. Children gathered at the home of the nearest 
teacher or school dame. The four teachers lived in 
different sections, .John l ~right living at amesi t 
(Lowell ). CheL'Tisford was fined by t he General Cour-t 
for not providing sui t able grffinmar schools, for at t own 
meeting i t was voted to ask the General Court " to be y 
eased n our grievance on yt account. " 
I7waters, op . cit . , pg. 551. 
g/Ibid ,, pg. 552. 
3/Ibid., pg. 553. 
!) ; 
~ 
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on Sept. 4, 1702 Thomas Weld, a recent Harvard 
graduate, was appointed to teach school for the sum of 
fifteen pounds for six months' services~ He died in 1704, 
so on April 28th, 1703, a Captain Bowers and Mr. Emerson 
were chosen to join with the Selectmen to procure a 
. 1/ 
schoolmaster, "to save the Towne from A fine." -
The next record of a school nature occurred on May 
28, 1705, when the selectmen appointed two men school-
Y 
masters ttto teach young parsons To Right8n At the 
same time five women were appointed school dames to teach 
children to read. One of the men was the town clerk, 
Moses Barron, who recorded the vote with much misspelling 
and faulty punctuation. The second man appointed was 
Ebenezer Wright, who lived at Chelmsford Neck (Lowell). 
Grammar school closed.-- The grammar school was felt 
to be a heavy burden and was stopped. Not until 1710 is 
there any reference to schools in the town records. Then 
Moses Barron was paid to go to Boston to enter a petition 
to the General Court for easement of the grammar school 
(situation) and to go to Cambridge to appear for the town 
in its want of a grammar school. At the town meeting, 
Mar. 7, 1709-10 it was voted that the selectmen choose 
a man ttto teach children and youth to Wright and sifer 
I/Waters, op. cit., pg. 553 
.§/Ibid., pg. 553 
5 
I· 
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and kep scool in Chelmsford." In 1711 nThe Selectmen 
are appointed By the uote.of the towne to provide a 
2/ 
Scoolmaster as the Law Derects .. n-
A Mr. Cheney was paid five pounds in 1712 for being 
the schoolmaster. At a genera~ town meeting on Dec. 12, 
1712, 11the towne uoted that it was thare minds to have a 
~ Scoole master. tt nFrorn this time forward, the town was 
not without a school for some part of each year, although 
the grammar school had not yet become firmly established. 
The Town was called upon to answer to the Court for 
if 
want of one in 1714, 1716, 17211 and again in l726.n 
''In 1718, at a town ;me.eting on May 12, it 
was voted 11 to Petition the genorall court that 
the fishing place at Pattuctt may be granted 
to Chelmsford for the benefit of seporting a 
scoole in chelmsford th~ fishing place one the 
south side meramack •. n 5; 
This was an important privilege for Allen writing in 
1820, says, lfllThe quantity of salmon, shad and alewives, 
caught in Chelmsford annually may be computed at about 
twenty-five hundred barrels, besides a large quantity of 
other fish of less value, n and that the name Merrimack 
!/Waters, op. crt., pg. 554 
2/Ibi{i., pg. 554 •. 
- . 
3./Ibid., pg. 554. 
!/Ibid,, pg. 554. 
E/Ibid., pg. 554. 
6 
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signifies in the Indian language a stur.geon·'n 
y 
Location of schools contested.-- As the town grew 
the question of location of schools caused lively con-
tests at town meatings. In 1716 the town voted that the 
schoolmaster should keep school in the four quarters of 
the town one month at a time: 
nvoated that the scule master shall keep 
scule in the fore quarters of the town one month 
at a time in one place 
voated that the selectmen shall dete~ine 
,wheir the fore quarters of the town arett -
7 
A Mr. Nathaniel Prentice of Cambridge was schoolmaster 
for the years 1718, 1719 and 1720. He was a Harvard 
graduate of 1714 and later became minister at Dunstable. 
In 1719 he was hired to teach school for six months, from 
October through March, six hours a day, with Saturdays 
off. He was given a salary of eighteen pounds. 
Primitive schools.-- Mr. Prentice was to spend the 
1· first month at the. center of the town, moving monthly to 
other sections, using a room of some convenient house. 
uHis textbooks were as primitive as the other accessories. 
II 
In reading, Nasons says, 1It'waa the New England Primer, 
with its rude. cuts of ,Adam and Eve, Jonah and the whale, 
and rustic rhymes, such.as 'The idle fool is whipt at II 
-1: 
f 
1/ Waters, op. cit., pg. 554 (quoted by) 
2/ Ibid., pg. 555. 
- ~ 
I 
'I 
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1/ 
school.'tt If his hearty, boisterous youths did not 
acquire the proficiency in Algebra and Latin·which 
pupils of the same age in our schools possess they 
didn't have the ttnervous disorders induced by lack of 
exercise and the inhaling of vitiated atmosphere of the 
2/ . 
crowded scb.oolroom 11 of a :)..ater day.-
one month b.e visited the North End in turn, that 
area including what is now LOwell. 
-First school-house.-- An important event in the 
scb.ool,life of Chelmsford occurred in 1718 when the town 
granted three rod.s and a half of land at the east corner 
of the bur.ying ground on which was to be buil"t the first 
school-house. ·The cost of it, about $100, was paid by 
·, ' 
subscription among the townsmen. 
"Hitherto their schools had been kept in 
their dwelling houses. In 1718, Oct. 27, 
wm. Fletcher gave and secured to the sub~/ 
scribers three rods and a half of land. -
A record of the trari_saction states:. 
"Nov. 28, 1718-Thes'e presepts declare that 
I, 'Win. Fletcher, a,bove said,, do give the three 
rods and a half, above laidl out at the northerly 
corner of the burying plac~; on which the school-
house stands, to them that·built it; to them 
their heirs aa~ assigns forever, and to. that 
use forever. -
1/Waters, o:e .. cit., pg. 555 
_gjibid., pg •. 555 
3/Allen, op .. cit., pg. 35-6 .. : 
!/Allen, op. cit., pg. 36. 
8 
l, 
!II 
Altho~gh the date of erecting the second school-
house is unknown, a road was laid out in 1720 from the 
nNorth· Schoolhouse,u to which children of the East 
Chelmsford. area (Lowell} must have gone, for it stood at 
9 
a turn of the -road by the old Middlesex Turnpike. This 
building was probably paid for by subscription, since there 
is no evidence that the town raised any money for building 
schools until 1794. 
Joseph Whipple followed Mr. Prentice and taught 
f..rom 1721 to 1724. A difference of opinion about his~ 
merits as a teacher was settled at a town meeting in 1724 
when it was 
ttvoted that the ~eti tion of Moses Parker 
and nine other freeholders who Petitioned that 
the Schoole master be Dismissed and a committee 
chose tol~rovide another in his Room be dis-
missed. u21 
There followed a succession of teachers as follows: 
Thomas Frink of Sudbury 
Josiah Richardson 
Isaac Richardson 
Joseph Lovett 
Jonathan Mills 
Samson Stoddard 
1924-27 
one year 
one year 
two years 
one year 
five years 
After Mr. Stoddard who left in 1734, no teacher 
remained longer than two years :until 1750 when Oliver 
Fletcher took a six-year term of office. 
A record of a monetary change in the town that 
affected a teacherts salary foil'ow:s: 
!(Waters, op~ cit., pg. 556. 
II' 
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·Ul742-Gave Daniel Shute~ per month for 
teaching school-but in 1744, they hired him for 
f2 lawful money-which is the first record made 
on the town books in law~ul mo~~y, after the 
depreciation of paper money." ~ 
10 
In 1747 the town voted that the grammar school be kept in 
the middle of the town the ensuing year, and that the out-
skirts should have writing schools for three months free 
of charge paid out of school funds. Later there was a 
vote that there be 0 No schools at town cost but grammar 
2/ 
school. n-
Type of service teacher gave.-- A reco~d of 1755 
shows the character of the services teachers were expected 
to render: 
"Oliver Fletcher, Grammar and writing 
six months. Ebenezer Gould, three months writing 
school. Daniel Procter :three,.,.mpnths reading, 
Righting & Cyphering school. n~ 
Fletcher was an excellent penman, but Procter wrote poorly. 
Thomas Rice, who succeeded Fletcher in the grammar school, 
taught for several years. Peter Spaulding was employed 
in 1764, followed by·Samson Stoddard, Jr., son of the 
earlier teacher, and after him Vryling Stoddard of the 
same family. 
Location of schools changeable.-- The schools were 
located at town meetings, sometimes to the dissatisfaction 
1/Allen, op. cit., pg. 49 
g/Watera, op. cit., pg. 557. 
3/Ibid., pg. 557. 
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of some citizens. The grammar school was held at times 
in the center of the· town, at other times circulating to 
the various parts of the towri. 
Here is. a record that pertained to Chelmsford Neck 
(Lowell). In 1730-31: 
nAt a :r;neeting of!>:'the selectmen Pursuant to 
the Town vote for Removing the Scoole in th~ee 
severall places in the Town it is ordered that 
the School master keep Schoole in the Schoolebouse 
in the midle of the Tom· from the first of November 
Last past Thirteen weeks and then to Remove to the 
north end and keep scboole at the Dwelling house 
of Jonathan Bowers (or in some other convenient 
place where the neighborhood shall appoint) the 
space of six weeks and then to Remove to the 
south end of the Town and keep school at the 
Dwelling hous of Samll Procter (or in some other 
convenient place where the neighborhood shall 
appoint) the tenn of seven weeksl. $ich will ful-
fill the half year agreed upon-tt.±J 
Mr. Bowers lived at the Neck. 
In 1753 the North End school (Lowell) was kept that 
year at the bouse of James Parkhurst, whiCh stood a few 
rods west of the No. 2 schoolhouse~ The reason for 
using a dwelling bouse appears in the diary of the parson, 
Rev. Ebenezer Bridge: ttoatechised the children at James 
2/ 
Parkhurst's the school house being unfit.u-
A record in 1755 states: 
"voted that the writing school shall be kept 
three months in the north end of the Town att 
1/Waters, op. cit.,pg. 558· .· 
2/Waters, op. cit., pg. 559. 
II 
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the school house & tbree1~onths at the dwelling House of Robert Peittce."....:/ 
Pierce lived on Chelmsford Street near the Blodgett 
house, facing a road (now discontinued) which ran ~ack 
of the Blodgett house. The Pierce home was afte~ards 
the home of Benjamin Pierce, father of President 
Franklin Pierce. 
Women were becoming numerous as teachers. A record 
of 1764 is found in Allen's History as follows: "1764 
lst voted to hire four school Dames' to instruct the 
young children." 
y 
First mention of a schoolhouse in this section was 
in 1767, when a·.:;ree.d~ng and writing school was kept y 
u2 mos at school house in the neck. tt The building 
was si tuat·ed on School Street, near the old cemetery. 
2. Post Revolutionary Era. 
12 
Education makes progress.-- The Revolution may have 
disrupted schooling, yet it was not abandoned. In 1781 
the town voted: 
nNine months Righting school 3 mos in Neck 
socalled extending from Mr. Timothy Clarks to the 
mouth of Concord & to Mr. Simeon Moreses & to ~ 
Mr. Joseph Pierieces So by Mr. Philip Parkers .. tt-
1/Waters, op. 61t., pg. 559 
~Allen, op. cit., pg. 51 
ywaters, oo. cit., pg. 559 
4/Waters,op. cit., pg. 559 
tt 13 
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Five other places were visitedduring the remaining 
six months, including one month at concord River Neck. 
The above quoted.record is valuable as it defines the 
limits of the Neck district. Timothy Clark lived at 
Middlesex nea~ where Baldwin Street ends at the Merrimack 
River. Simeon Mpres lived on Moor~ Stre~t, Joseph Pierce 
lived near the Farris Memorial Hospital, Chelmsford Street, 
and Philip Parker lived on West Pine Street, near the 
Highland school. Water says: 
t'This district embraced, then, all of what is 
now Lowell, excepting Belvidere, Centralville and 
Pawtucketville; and all of the children then living 
here,. excepting the few who attended the grammar 
.school four miles distant, were accommodated with 
a three months' school in i~e little red school-
house upon School Street.".±/ · 
By 1890, there were 10,000 school children in the same 
district. 
A district system developed.--Following the adoption 
of the Federal Constitution~ times became more peaceful 
and prosperous. A school district system was developing. 
In 1792 the schools were placed for the first time under 
the jurisdiction of a school committee, after the towns-
people had fought over the issue, with repeated adjourn-
ments and reconsiderations. The vote was: 
ywaters, op~ cit., pg. 559-60. 
,, 
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"That a select committee be chosen to provide 
the grammar school masters and all other School 
masters & that said committee proportion Inspect and 
Regulate Said Schools.u :!:/ . 
Nine persons formed this committee, one from each 
district or u squadron. n This was the beginning of the 
district system. 
Two years later schoolhouses were provided for 
districts not having one. The toVItl voted to raise two 
hundred and fifty pounds. Each squadron was to obtain 
its· own money and decide the location by vote of the 
members of the squadron. 
By 1795, 12 selectmen were appointed.. Allen records: 
2/ 
ul795-A committee of 12 chosen toinspec"t schools.n-
In 1800 the town supported 12 schools at a cost of 
·$600. These included one at "Grate Necktt (now Lowell); 
one at Samuel Marshall's corner of Parker and Powell 
Streets (Lowell); and one each close by J"oseph Adams 
and Benjamin Chamberlain homes. Water says one of the 
latter two was,in Carlisle, north of Great Brook, and 
,r the other in Lowell. (He doesn 1 t specify which). 
! ~ 
II 
!!' 
II 
I 
According to.a. map based on the u.s. Geological Survey of 
1886 (edition of 1893) showing the old school.districts 
as well as roads, homes and streets, there ~ere two 
1/Waters, op. cit .• , pg. 560 
g/;Ibid., pg. 560. 
,, 
II 
II 
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schools, No. 10 at Middlesex Village near Black Brook am 
No. 11 near Pawtu'tlket Falla. District No. 11 was "near y 
capt. Phineas Whitings," at the upper end of Merrimack 
Street. 
The third school building, not shown, would have been 
No. 9 or 12. Waters is not clear about this matter. 
Northeast chelmsford growing.-- Chelmsford Neck was 
increasing in population. A map of the town of chelmsford 
made in 1794 shows such establishments as a clothier 1 s 
mill, iron works, five saw mills and two gristmills. 
Roads in this area were four in number: l, marked Road to 
Salem, went from Middlesex Village to the Concord River 
(portions of Baldwin, West Pine, Parker, Chelmsford, Hale, 
Thorndike and Gorham, Moore Streets, and on to the concord 
River}; 2, a country Road wen~ from Pawtucket Falls to the 
present line of School, Powell and Plain Streets; 3, be-
gan near the mouth of the Concord River and ended at 
Middlesex Street (corresponding with Merrimack, Pawtucket 
and the west end of Middlesex Streets); 4, T·own Road, ran 
to the centre of chelmsford. 
Three schools at Chelmsford Neck.-- In place of the 
little red sch!)olhouse on School Street, (circa 1767), 
which was now outgrown, there were three new ones to take 
its place, one at the corner ef yarker and Powell Streets; 
/ 
1/Waters, op. cit., 561 
, . ..-- .. 
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one at the corner of Pawtucket and Merrimack Streets 
(where the Hospital now stands); and the third at 
Middlesex Street. 
16 
Allen tells of the cost of-instruction in the schools 
about 1818-19 in the followin·g excerpt: 
"The town is divided into ll districts in all 
which from eight to 10 hundred dollars are annually 
· expended in the instruction of about five hundred 
youths of both sexes. A portion of the money in 
each district is expended in hiring an instructress 
to teach the young children arid particularly Misses, 
during the summer months. n.:!j 
Through the district system every family was provided 
a school within easy reach. 
1~en teachers were employed for these schools 
in winte!', and women for the summer tenus. Another 
result not, pe!'haps, at first contemplated, was the 
loss of the grammar school. The Tovt:l was too poor 
to support a high grade sc~90l in addition to their 
twelve district schools.tt_g 
The grammar masters were generally men of high character 
and scholarship. A town vote of 1821 was passed 
11 to petition the Legislature to alter the 
school law in such a way as not to oblige the 
Town of Chelmsford to keep any .latten grammar 
school. uy 
In 1825, when the Merrimack co. mill had been oper-
ating about three years at northeast Chelmsford, the town 
l/Allen, op. cit., ·.pg. 43 · 
gj.Waters, op. cit., pg.561 
~Waters, on. cit. pg.56l. 
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appointed a committee to examine the schools of Chelmsford, 
as follows: Rev. Wilkes Allen, Joel Adams, John c. 
Dalton, M.p., John o. Green, M.D., Rev. Theodore Edson 
and Rev. John Parkhurst, Green and Edson are names con-
nected with early Lowell history. As a result the money 
to be drawn by School District No. ll was to be equally 
divided between the Merrimack Mfg .• co .. school and District 
No. ll school. 
Merrimack Mill school aided by town.-- Following are 
records of the request made to the town of Chelmsford for 
relief in supporting the unique mill school and the reply 
of the town: 
ttTo the Selectmen of the Town of Chelmsford 
Gentn 
The increase of Population in the 
Eleventh School District has been so great for a 
year or two past, that the Children cannot -possibly 
be accommodated in the School House belonging to 
said district. The Merrimack Manufactg Company 
have in consequence erected a School House for 
the convenience Of all children residing on their 
premises. Therefore we the undersigned request 
that an article may be inserted in the warrent for 
the Town Meeting to be holden ·on ·the first Monday 
of April next to ascertain if the Inhabitants will 
appropriate the money paid by the Merk Mang Company 
& persons in their employ for supporting the School 
established by them, and to have the district so 
divided as to effect the above purpose · 
. Chelmsford 23d March 1825.-
Kirk Boott Agent 
Paul Moody 
Warren Colburn 
N Goodwin 
Allan Pollock 
George B. Pollock 
Hiram Thompson 
Henry Smith 
D.L. Moody 
Charles Nicholas 
The "Report of the Selectmen respecti11g School 
District No .• 11 - l825tt was: 
18 
The subscribers. to whom was referred the 
article in the the warrant for the last town meet-
ing, respecting a division of school district 
No. 11 having attend to the servic. respectfully 
submit the fo.llovd. ng Report .. 
That said district be divided as follows, 
viz. beginning at Merrimack River at the north-
easterly corner of the Kittridge farm, so called, 
thence running southerly to be bride over George's 
brook so called on the road from Patucket Bridge 
to Concord River Bridge, thence westerly on said 
road to the land of Luth~r Richardson, thence 
southerly on said Richardsons land and in the 
same course to the Patucket land four rods west 
of the house of Thomas B~gden and that the part 
of the town east of said line and north of said 
canal be made a school district, and called 
district Np .. 13. 
Caleb Abbott 
Nath wright y 
Alpheus Spaulding 
Only a few lines of study were pursued in the schools 
then, but teaching in the fundamental branches was expected 
to be thorough. 
Private classical school opened~-- To provide higher 
education, the Chelmsford Classical School was erected in 
1825, funds for its support provided by individual enter-
prise. Among the Board of Trustees were men from the 
Neck district. Ralph Waldo Emerson of Concord was ap-
pointed teacher. Though short-lived, through the efforts 
of the concord Philosopher and the teachers who immediately 
1/Waters:, .op. cit .• , pg. 561-2 .. 
followed him, the school produced an unusual number of 
eminent men who attained distinction on a local and on 
a national level. 
Of Emerson a description of him as a teacher is 
related by Frederick D. Ayer, Esq. (Old Residents' 
Contributions, Vol. 5, pg. 47) as follows: 
19 
(Judge J. G. Abbott 1 s}description of Emerson 
as a schoolmaster interested me most because I saw 
that Emerson had left his character on him in marks 
that would never wear away. He said Emerson never 
corrected, nor criticised, nor found fault with a 
boy, no matter what the boy had done; that only 
behind his wondrous smile, which almost concealed 
a_~faint expression of regret, could one read pages 
of what he would say, but never articulated- He 
said the worst boy in school was devoted to him. 
When some of the boys rould be engaged in rough 
quarrels, he had seen Emerson appear at the door 
of the schoolhouse with his heart in his face, and1; the boys would forget their quarrel in an instant.-
Although the history of Lowell schools properly be-
gins in 1826, it seems fitti-ng to close by stating that 
another private school .of higher grade was begun on 
Aug. 29, 1959, in the classical school building erected 
34 years before, and called the Chelmsford Academy. 
Albert Stickney was principal.. Edward E. Spalding, a 
native, succeeded. In 1862 the school closed, because 
some pupils left to join the Army, and because the 
trustees lacked necessary financial support. 
1/Waters, ope cit., pg. 567. 
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CHAPTER III 
SURVEY OF THE DRACUT SCHOOLS 
Part of Lowell, extending {rom the northern bank of 
the Merrimack River inland, was once Dracut land, until 
two annexations occurred, the first in 1851 and the second 
in 1879. It is interesting to examine records pertaining 
to schooling in that town, to see what bearing, if any, 
it had on Lowell history. 
It is uncertain when the first schools were estab-
lished in the settlement called Dracut. Dracut was part 
of Chelmsford, and its residents voted and paid taxes 
there. The history of Dracut before its incorporation 
on February 26, 1702, is meagre, it being an area of 
scattered farms. 
In the winter of 1718-19, Rev. James McGregor taught 
a school in the town, according to unofficial records. 
The earliest town record mentioning schools relates to an 
agreement signed on October l, 1736, with a Mr.,Phineas 
Stevens of Andove:r ttto keg a Reading and Wrighting scool 
In Dracutt three months," for which he was to receive 
,!I coburn, Silas R., 11History of Dracut, Mass., n 1922, 
Courier Citizen Co., Lowell, Mass., pg. 225., 
-20-
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12 ~ounds in bills of credit. In the Marsh Hill area, 
children were taught in farmers' homes. David Fox, Sr., 
in 1753, taught in his farmhouse the neighboring young 
people. 
A vote is recorded in 1783 ttto hire a school for 
reading and writing to be held two fifths of the time at 
the west end, two fifths at the east, and one fifth at 
1/ 
the north end.u- The east section probably included the 
Centralville area of Lowell. In 1750, on May 18, it was 
voted 11 to keep the school at one place in Dracut this 
2/ 
present year. u- It was held at Ephraim Hildreth's house. 
District schools in operation by 1780.-- The ter.m 
squadrons, another name for school districts, occurred 
first in records of 1780. On March' 5, 1787, the town 
voted to apportion· the school money in ueight different 
3/ 
squadrons.n- In 1790, a vote was taken to divide the 
town into six districts. The districts were increased 
to 13, later. 
1. History of the District Schools 
A schoolhouse, the first, was built in 1755 on Edward 
Coburn's land in the southwest part of Dracut, (now Lowell), 
1/Coburn~ op. cit., pg. 225. 
g!~., pg. 225. 
3/~., pg. 225 
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and accepted the following year by the town. The school 
was financed according to the proportion of taxes paid by 
the inhabitants of the area who erected it. In 1821 
Ephraim Coburn gave the First School district a tract of 
land on condition that ttthe district should build a school-
l/ 
house on said land. n- A building was erected near the 
older one, and is still standing~ time-worn and battered 
looking. It is called the doburn Mission, and is in 
Lowell, on Varnum Avenue. 
Two ancient school buildings still standing.--
Pawtucketville became District No. 2 and had two school 
buildings, _both of which are standing. One on Mammoth 
Road, west side, is now a club house. When the Pawtucket-
ville bridge was erected, spanning the Merrimack, the open 
country soon was taken by mar.ryfamilies arriving to work in 
Lowell. A school was demanded and a district formed. The 
first building was moved from Lowell and located near the 
river, but was moved about 1825 to a large lot on the 
west side of the Mammoth Road, ne~r the old cemetery. 
Later it was moved a few rods away and converted into a 
cottage. Another school was erected on the site, and is 
now a clubhouse. This section was annexed to Lowell in 
1874. 
1/Coourn, op. cit., pg. 226 • 
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A very old schoolhouse stood in 1828 on Pleasant 
street, near Riverside street, as a deed recording the 
purchase of a lot of land from J. B. Varnum by the school 
district states. The new building erected on this lot in 
1828 is now a dwelling house, retaining its original 
shape. · After the annexation of part of the town to Lowell 
in 1874, a new school was built farther away. 
The District No. 3, (later No. 5), was eastward, and 
skirted the borders of Lowell. Its first schoolhouse was 
on Blanchard Hospital land prior to 1798, at Hovey Square 
just over the Lowell line. The second building stood on 
land now a part of the Hildreth Cemetery, Lowell, nearly 
opposite Sutherland Street. The third building, called 
the red schoolhouse, stood on the·~est side of Hildreth 
Street and was built about 1831. Another was built after 
1870, and stood on the west side of Hildreth Street nea:r-· 
Pleasant Street, west of the Common. A large part of this 
district was annexed to Lowell causing the school to be of 
no value. · It is now a dwelling house. 
Christian Hill was a part of No. 6 school district. 
Earlier,in 1830, it was called No. 10. The first school 
building s.tood on the west side of Tenth Street, on land 
belonging to Ephraim Wood, about 75 rods north of the Fay 
buildings. It was later moved to Marsh Hill, Dracut, by 
Stephen Wood, brother of Ephraim, and occupied by his 
family. 
., . 
. j 
About 1834 the second building, of red brick, was 
erected on Tenth street. It was sold in 1847 to 
24 
Joseph R. Tibbetts, who taught a private school. This 
lovely old home is still standing, in use as a dwelling 
house. The district then boUght the building formerly 
owned by the proprietors of the Central Village Academy, 
Myrtle street.. In 1851 christian Hill was annexed to 
Lowell. 
2. Description and Operation of the Typical School 
L Schoolhous.e.-- An interesting description of the 
typical schoolhouse of·the early 1800's (most of them 
following the same general plan). is given by Coburn as 
follows: 
ttit was square with a four-sided pitch roof, 
the roofs for.ming a point in the center. It had an 
enclosed porch which contained hooks for clothing 
and hats. The teacher's desk, raised a step from 
the floor, was opposite the door~ and in the 
center of the room was the floor where the classes 
stood at recitatiJO.•lJ'fl, while on each side of the 
room were desks and· seats for the scholars. The 
center floor was level, but at the outer wall it 
was raised forming an inclined plane. The tops 
of the desks were of oak plank, two inches thick, 
and the seat for each desk was attached to the 
desk in the rear. A board extending the whole 
length of the building on each side aga*~st the 
wall formed seats for the older pupils.11 
such a building stood in the New Boston school district, 
the first of three buildings, at the junction of the Old 
1JCoburn, on. cit., pg. 228. 
/e 
Meadow Road and Hildreth street, on the triangle there. 
, It was sold about 1870 and moved to Lowell. 
25 
2. Pupils.-- In the early years boys were taught to 
bow to the teacher upon entering the schoolroom, and 
girls to drop a curtsey. When out-of-doors they would 
bow respectfully to any one who passed by the school. 
3. Physical facilities ... - During the 1700 1 s, the 
school term did not exceed three months yearly.. Boys 
could best be spared from farm work in the winter, so. 
schooling for the winter months was deemed adequate. 
Let Coburn describe the heating equipment: 
ttrn each room there was a large fireplace which, 
while furnishing ab~ndant heat, was able to warm 
the room but little as the most of the heat 
escaped up the chimney, but by collecting about 
the fireplace they could be kept comfortable. 
There was an abundance of wood SJbd it was the 
duty of the older boys to keep the fireplace 
well filled. Later, when stoves were introduced, 
the room was more evenly heated. No janitors 
were employed but the boys attended to the 
kindling of the fire and shovelli.gg the snow, 
while the girls swept the floor.u.J./ 
4. curriculum.-- Although it was customary for the 
teacher to report in writing to the superintending school 
committee a list of names and ages of pupils, a list of 
the studies, weeks iri the term and compensation received, 
none has been found earlier than 1817. The subjects 
taught included reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, 
1/Coburn, op. cit., pg. 231. 
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grammar and geography, and occasionally history, testament 
and alphabet. The number of pupils in the town at that 
date would average about· 40 to each distri.ct. 
5. Finances.-- In lS29 a sum of $600 was appropriated 
by the town for the support of schools. In 1830, a total 
of 99 pupils was taught by one teacher, at the Navy Yard 
village school. In that year the highest salary paid was 
five dollars a week, including board, to a graduate of 
Dartmouth College. Other male teachers received $3.50 a 
week including board, the latter being rated at $1.50 a 
week. Womeri teachers received one dollar a week and 
board. A teacher sometimes uboarded aroundtt staying a 
definite period with each family. Sometim~s a teacher 
staY,ed longer than the term and was paid by parents of 
pupils attending his or her classes. Pri.vate schools 
were opened in the spring and autumn, and were well-
attended. 
6. District officers.-- Under the district system 
the setup was as follows: 
·rttsuperintending Committee composed of three was 
appointed who had a general oversight of.the 
schools. They examined the teachers and accepted 
or rejected them as the case might be, they 
selected the text-books which were owned by the 
pupils and recommended certain lines of studies. 
In addition to the general committee, the district 
would select a man who was called the Prudential 
Committee. He employed the teacher, subject to 
the approval of the .general committee, purchased 
supplies and kept order when unruly scholars 
I 
II 
II 
I refused to obey the teacher. They also attended to 
the eJ<Penditure o:f the :money allotted to each dis-txoict by the town. "Y ll 
·I I 
3. Rare Book Mentions Schools I 
Mention is :made o:f schools in a rare surveyor•s book 
found at the ho:me o:f Gen. J. B. Varnum, Lowell-Lawrence 
road, giving details o:f a survey made in 1831 o:f the town, 
including roads, rivera and ponds. The survey was done by 
the town by Order o:f the state legislature. The survey 
speaks o:f a school house at Broadway and Arlington 
Streets; a schoolhouse on School Street; one near or at 
Meadow Road; one on Tenth street (76 rods :from Bridge 
Street); one close to the Daniel P. Ooburn ho:me (later 
the barn o:f George Brown); one situated west o:f outer 
Hildreth Street; one on Broadway; one near the Ellenwood 
home going towards the Pelham line. 
4. Gentl'al Village .A'cademy 
To provide bettexo educational facilities for the 
0
+> the Gentra1vi1le district (southeast D.racuto children ..1. 
a number of citizens of that a.t'ea organized the Central 
',, Village Academy (formerly knom as Dracut Academy). A 
: ompantr was formed and incorpora·ted on Mal'ch ;1, 1833, I! c ' •• 
I : 
1/Coburn, op. cit., pg. 232. 
rr 
'·! 
--
under the title uThe Proprietors of the Central Village 
Academy .. " on June 6, 1833, the company purchased four 
lots of land oompri~ing 18,400 square feet, betweee 
28 
Myrtle and Beech streets, on Sixth Street, on condition 
that a building be e:r-ected in one yea):> f:r>om the date of 
the deed, and a school maintained for at least five years. 
The p:r-ice of the land was $1,200. 
Company president was Joseph Bradley, while Benjamin 
F. Varnum was treasurer, and Jefferson Bancroft, secretary. 
When the two-story building opened in 1836 with Isaac 
Witherell, A.M., as principal, there were 91 pupils. The 
building may be described as follows: 
nrrt was a plain two-story wooden building 
with square belfry on the end of a pitch roof; 
it stood end to the street and well back from 
it; there were two deeply recessed entrances in 
the end with a window over each door; an ornamental 
casement in the gable completes the picture. It 
looked as much like a country church as a school-
house. A good sized bell with a brisk; cheerful 
voice called the school morning and afternoon. 
Robert L. Read 'pulled the bell' but many willing 
hands were ready to help, even the girls thought 
it rare fun to cli~g on and be pulled up as the 
bell swung over. r n].; · 
Successive principals were Benjamin F. Butler, Rev. 
M. Cutler, .Rev. Cyrus Mann, William G. Russell, Rev. John c. 
Ingalls, Henry F. Durant.and Charles Morrill. 
The school became less successful and had fewer pupils 
1/Cob~rn, oo. cit., pg. 234. 
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by 1839. Let Gen. B. F. Butler tell the story: 
11 In the autumn of 1839 a vacancy occurred 
in a small academy in the town of Dracut across 
the Merrimack River, and the trustees asked me 
to take charge of the school. For my services 
I was to receive the tuition paid by the pupils 
and that depended upon the number of scholars. 
It was a queer school. There were twenty-one 
scholars about sixteen of whom were boys. The 
large portion of them were pupils who had found 
cause to leave the schools in Lowell, generally 
not because of their virtues. They ignored all 
discipline and had routed the former preceptor. 
I, by habit. of mind, was a disciplinarian so 
that it happened at the end of three weeks I 
had lost eleven scholars out of my twenty-one, 
but no one of them had gone away without a 
thrashing, the r~Iqembrance of which would l.ast 
him a lifetime. ny 
29 
Soon the school passed to Free Will Baptist control. 
An advertisement in a Lowell newspaper as of June, 1842 
read as follows: 
ttThe location of this school is surpassed 
by few if any in New England. There is connected 
with it a large and convenient boarding house, a 
workshop, a small track (sic) of land and a cap 
shop for ladies, so that individuals, both male 
and female may in part at least, defray their 
expenses if they choose."_&' 
Becomes public school:-~ In 1843 the building was 
purchased by the Dracut school district No. 6 and used as 
a district school. When Cent~alville was annexed to Lowell 
in 1851 the city used the building as a grammar school 
1/Butler, Benjamin F., Butler's Book, A.M. Thayer Co. 
)j'oston, 1892. 
2/Coburn, Silas R., op. cit., pg. 235. 
---
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until a larger red brick structu.rewas erected nearby, and 
opened in 1857 as the Varnum School. The old building was 
removed to Read street and later to Bridge Street, both 
sites close to the early one, where the Woods, Sherwood co. 
had a wire factory from 1866 to 1910. Miss Martina Gage 
then acquired it, and upon her death it was torn down 
without ceremony in 1935. Anice crerun stand now occupies 
th.e site. 
Boarding house becomes health resert.-- While the 
academy operated, an additional building was erected as a; 
boarding house for the pupils on Sixth Street. This was 
sold in 1847 and used as a medical institution called the 
Lowell Water Cure Establishment. Invalids were invited to 
reside there to receive tthydropathic treatment.n The 
~I 
resort accommodated 30 to 40 patients with pure water 
and up-to-date ubathing apparatus," at the rate of from 
six to ten dollars per week. Dr. Robert Darrah was the 
owner, and Dr. H. Foster, physician-in- charge. 
The water used by the es:tablisbment was obtained from 
a stream erupting and ~lowing by 99 Beech Street, and 
cutting down the hill. It was thought to have medicinal 
qualities. (Info~ation given by Mr. Arthur Strout, old-
timer). 
1/Coburn, op. cit., 316. 
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u t o fin nci 1 diffi cult e s , t he property was sold 
in 1852 by t he credito r s . Two years later i t was purchased 
by Fisher A. Hildreth and Wi lliam P . Web s ter as a rea dence. 
In the 1920's it was uninhabited, and was a ghostly mon ter. 
It as t orn down about t hat time . Now a modern ·bite home 
l. Two Ancient School Houses on Mammoth Road (bottom). Left, circa 1825; Right 
Circa 1800 . See P~ · 22 2. Coburn Mission, 1821 ( l ef t 
" 
22 
3 . "little e chool ous e , tt Tenth Street, 
1836 ( ·right 
" " 24 
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CHAPTER IV 
.DISTRICT SCHOOLS (1767-1832) 
1. Marked Progress in -East Chelmsford 
Ancient School.•-The little red schoolhouse, first 
in the vicinity, and situated adjacent to the cemetery, 
between Branch and Middlesex Stree.ts, "gave its name to 
what is now School Street. It is first mentioned in 1767, 
though undoubtedly built much earlier, but it sufficed for 
all the children living on 'The Neck' until about the year 
1800 • ._.!/ . 
Three New Schools.-- In the early 1800's, Chelmsford Neck 
began to progress rapidly, small mills being erected on 
the concord and Merrimack rivers and on Hale's Brook. 
nTbe little red schoolhouse (School Street) was outgrown, 
and three others took its place, ~ or:ie at the corner of 
Parker and Powell Streets, another on Pawtucket street 
where the City Hospital stands, and the third at Middle-g/ . . . 
sex.,, "These formed one district at the town of 
. 3/ 
Chelmsford.,.-
!/LOwell-A City of Spindles, Pub. by the Trades & Labor 
~ouncil of Lowell, Mass., Lawler & co., Printers, 1900 
2tHurd, D. Hamilton, "History of Middlesex county, Massa-
Chusetts, (Compiler, Vol. II) Printer, J. w. Lewis & co. 
Philadelphia, 1890. · 
~Lowell-A City of Spindles, op. cit., p. 27 
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The schools ttbore only- a very remote relation to the 
schools of' the city- of' Lowell.u Theywere soon absorbed in 
' 
the school sy-stem of' th& new and enterprising manuf'actur-Y , 
ing village. 
Meager financial support was given the district by 
Chelmsford. Although early in 1824 it contained "near 600 
inhabitants," and its population on the increase, the sum 
appropriated by that town f'or schools in this district 
·_ y . - . 
was in 1825, but $113.50. _ 
Great educator arrives • .;.- Into this small but bustling 
village of' East Chelmsford, c:>n March 6, 1824, came Rev. 
Theodore Edson, a student minister, to accept a position 
with the Merrimack mill, earliest of' many great manufac-
turing corporations, erected:in 1822. Mr. Edson was uto 
preach and perform pastoral duty to such persons in their 
. 3/ . . 
employ as might desire it. n- - He arrived in the private 
carriage of' Hon. -Kirk Boott, first agent of' the mill. The 
former was to become nthe founder ·and father of' the school 
-__ . 4/ 
system of' _our city. u- ttTo him, more than to any other, 
5/ . 
Lowell owes its school system. u- The latter was already 
the dominant civic leader of' the new municipality • 
1/Hurd, oo. cit., pg. 113 
2/Schoo1 Reports-1851, pg. 81·, Appendix. 
~Hurd, op. Q+t., pg. 112 
4/Hurd op. cit., pg. 112 
_ 5/Butler Book by Benjamin F. Butler, A.M. Thayer co., 
- Boston~ 1892. _ 
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Church-schoo~.-- Next day, the Sabbath, Rev. Dr. Edson 
preached in a just-completed two-story building (site of 
the present Green School).· The first floor was designed 
~for the first school established by the new manufacturing 
if 
colony,.n ·while the. second floor was to be a temporary ball 
.. 
of worship~ Behind the school were swamps and bo$s, with 
woods stretching far to the rear. 
The mill school was intended to relieve congestion 
from the old red schoolhouse situated at the bluff near 
Pawtucket Falls, a 15-minute walk westward along the south 
bank of the Merrimack from the mill. Distance plus in-
clement weather and muddy paths were factors considered as 
well. 
For about two years the school .was maintained at the 
expense of the Merrimack co., under the sole supervision 
of Rev •. nr. Edson. During the summer of 1824 a woman was 
the teacher, followed by Joel Lewis, who served about a 
year • 
. Public school.hiatory begins.-- In 1826 the history of 
the public schools of Lowell began, when the first school 
committee of the newlJ-incorporated town established "two 
new school districts in addition to the Chelmsford school 
districts already mentioned •••••• for the special use and 
1/ Hurd, op. cit., pg. 112. 
I 
.I 
I 
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--
benefit of the manufacturing population of the rising 
1/ 
village. u- · 
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School locations.-- By the end of 1826 there were six 
districts with school houses located as follows: No. l, 
the Merrimack mill school, Merrimack Stree:t; No. 2, ttat 
the fall, u by the stone house, ·(near St. Joseph's Hospital);_ 
No. 3, near ttthe Pound'j" 0b the old road to Chelmsford; 
No. 4, ·nthe red school-house~n near Hale's mills; No. 5, 
ib the Hamilton corporation office buildibg, cortler of 
Elliott abd Middlesex Streets; No. 6, bear the south 
corner, Central and Hurd Streets. 
Town records of 1827 reveal the following male 
teachers in these schools: No. l, A. v. Bassett; No. 2, 
c. F. Blanchard; No. 3, Perley Morse; No. 4, c. Kittredge; 
No. 5, J. Merrill; No. 6, N. Wilson. 
Six years under district system.-- Statistics of the 
Lowell schools from the incorporation of the town in 1826, 
to the abolition of the district system ·in 1832, may be of 
interest. They are presented in chart form below. 
1/rbid., pg. 113 
--
School 
Year AEEr0 2• 
1826 $1,000 
1827 .1, 200 
1828 1,200 
1829 1,200 
1830 1,500 
1831 1,800_ . 
VaL 
$ 207,925 
250,277 
320,703 
861,761 
993,201 
''! 
... 
School Statistics for Lowell - 1826 
. Through 1831 
er 
Whole Diets. 
No. Summer 
No. No. Of Attend. and 
Po2• Dist. schools Diet. Winter 
2,300 6 
6 
3,532 6 
6 .8 165 26~ 305 
6,477 6 
-~"083,277 6 
Records are incomplete during this period, 
when the districts kept their own records. 
• 
Whole 
No. 
For Whole 
Year No. Ave. 
91 50 
169 60 
784 237 75 
152 ro 
165 60 
.... 
1. Log Cabin School. (Circa 1660) 
2. 1829. The Hamilton School. (Used by Lowell 
High School Twice Between 1831-1840). Now 
the Girl Scout Headquarters . 
I 
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2. District System Troublesome to Town 
Foremost men serve.-- Since the first school committee 
(1826) consisted of some of the town's moat foremost men$ a 
brief mention will be made of the members. 'They were: 
Rev. Dr. Theodore Edson, iron-~lled who "justly deserves 
the title of father and founder of the school system of 
·y . . 
LoweJ.l;" Warren Colburn, Esq., Harp:;ard. College graduate, 
teacher and later Superintendent .of the Merrimack Mills, 
muthor of thre& Matnematics books; Samuel. Batchelder, Esq., 
many-sided man, and inventive genius; ~. John o. Green, a 
model school committeeman, who visited the schools once a 
week, and was re-elected many times to that office; Dr. 
Elisha Huntington, Dartmouth College graduate, of high 
social and literary culture. 
-~ 
T:z:oouble over books.-- For six years the district flystem 
continued. This system "consisted i? having in each ter-
ritorial district one school only, and this school was 
attended by pup1ils of every age, and of every degree of y 
advancement." Very often each pupil used as text-books 
3/ 
nsuch books as he saw fit to bring to school.".,... TroubJ.e 
would arise due to this. Dr. Edson tells of a pupil sent 
YHurd, op£. cit. pg. 113. 
g( .Ib.i.d·, pg. 114 .. 
~Ibid., pg. 114 
r· 
II I. 
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to District No. 2 at the Falls, with an arithmetic not 
approved by the school board, who wished to be instructed 
in it. The board rerused to allow this. As a result, a 
lawsuit was begun, with an action of trespass against the 
teacher for refusing to teach the pupil. However, the 
case never came to trial. 
Defects of system.-- The old district system bad many 
defects, the greatest being "an almost absolute want of !I . 
system and of law." It should be tolerated only "in case 
where the population is so thin and so scattered as to 
preclude the possibility of establishing graded schools, 
like those of the present day in all our cities, in which 
different schools are established for pupils of different 
ages, and the text-books and courses of study are fixed by 
. y 
authority of the School Board." 
Odd punishments.-- In the district schools "the old 
masters devised their own penalties and rought their own y . . 
battles.n Sometimes the master won, sometimes the pupils. 
In the district school (on the site of the present 
Green school), earlier the Merrimack school, an old-timer 
reminisced that "The time of the teacher was about equally 
ytB1d., pg. 114. 
g./Ibid.~ pg •. 114. 
' 
3/Ibid., pg. 114. 
--
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divided by drilling in Colburn' a 'Firat Lessons," and !I . 
punishing the boys." (Mayor She~an'a paper, quoted, 
pg. 114). Offending boys were dropped through a trap in-
to the cellar where they played see-saw with wood from the 
lumber~pile, and later used to crawl out through a hole in 
the cellar wall made by removing stones, to roam over the 
woods and swamps westwards up to "the acre.'' 
Punishments at this school included hanging with no 
support to a long iron staple in the ceiling (which held 
up the stove-pipe); holding aut heavy books horizontally; 
stooping down and with the fingers· to hold down a nail in 
the floor; having clothespins on the nose; and, sitting on 
pointed sticks. A Mr. Bassett had 10 or 12 of these stools 
of penitence, and often bad them all occupied at the same 
time• From a three-inch square base, the sticks extended 
one foot high in a pyramidal form. 
3. New Theories Opposed 
LacK of harmonz.-- The school committee did not enjoy 
total peace and harmony in the old district days. For 
instance, violent opposition broke out in the town to the 
\ 
introduction into the five schools of Warren Colburn's own 
book, "First Lessons," and .other books recommended by him • 
.. 
Colburn, familiar with Peatalozzi'a then new theory about 
pibid., pg. 114. 
.i 
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the science of educatiGn~ which stressed understanding 
rather than memory, applied this to simple mathematics. 
Colburn insisted the teachers proceed from the concrete to 
the abstract_, for P'estalozzi threw aside all abstract rules 
and appealed to the pupil's understanding. 
In the schools the pupils were learning rules, one of 
which was tb.e "Rule of Three,n which if followed_, would 
bring about the correct answer by magic. No one thought to 
asky "why?" Even some teachers were opposed to Colburn' a 
ideas, when he visited classes to explain and demonstrate 
his methods. 
Violent opposition broke out at a town meeting when 
the school board recommended the use of Golbu:rn•s books. 
A motion was made and passed ttto put the report under the 
table, and then followed another motion that the School y 
Committee be put under the table." This latter motion was 
not allowed by the moderator! 
4. District System Abolished 
A worse storm ensued when in 1832 the school board 
made.an attempt to rid the town of the inadequate district 
system, and to establish instead of the six district schools, 
two large graded schools completely classified. (Boston and 
!/Ibid., pg. 1!5. 
-e 
I 
I 
H' 
NewburyPort already had graded schools). Two new build-
ings would cost about $20,000. 
Historic contest.-- A great historic contest arose over 
the proposal, involving even the first men of the town. 
Kirk Boo~t protested that the town was already in debt and 
couldn't afford such an outlay of money; that sufficient 
and suitable provisions had been made in the public schools 
for the poor. As for the rich, he asserted they would never 
pru.tronize the public schools but seek better modes on in-
.!f 
struction. Siding with him were Hon. Luther Lawrence, 
later Mayor, and Ron. John P. Robinson, the town's most 
talented lawyer. 
Higher.taxes behind protest.-- nBen° Butler explains in 
this way: 
"Mr. Edson headed a committee to have two parks 
or commons set aside by the town for the recreational 
use of the public. These were named the North and 
south commons. 
That enterprise for the benefit of the laboring 
man and woman and their children was not opposed by 
Mr. Boot, as the land was comparatively valueless. 
But Mr. Boot was astounded when the young clergyman 
proposed that two school houses, costing more than 
twenty thousand dollars, should be erected for grammar 
schools,-one on the corner of each park. A very con-
siderable number of buildings for primary schools, 
then termed infant schools, bad been hired and put 
in use in various parts of the town, but up to tliiat 
time, anything like instruction of the older classes 
o~ children was not provided for, save that two or 
1/lliid., pgs. 115-6 
. ~: ··.\ 
._;·,·· 
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three rooms had been hired for that purpose. The 
taxation of that day for those new grammar school 
buildings of brick would be borne substantially by 
the manufacturing companies and the Prdprietors of 
41. 
the L.ocks and Canals. Mr. Boot declared that this 
could not and would not be done. A town meeting was 
called~ to appropriate for such expenditure by the 
town. Mr. Boot appeared in person and opposed the 
proposition. He was backed by the managing agents 
of the several mills. They made speeches against it. 
The proposition seemed not to have the slightest 
chance~ when in one corner of the ball stood up a 
slender, smooth-faced young gentleman of winning manner 
and graceful ease of speech, and declare to the meet-
ing that it was necessary for the instruction and 
training of the children of the people of the town 
that the appropriation .should be passed. He was sur-
prised and chagrined, he said, at the opposition of 
the representatives of the manufacturing corporations, 
because it was necessary for the safety of their 
property and the insurance of its value that the 
manufacturing community which they were drawing 
around them, especially the younger portion, should 
be thoroughly trained and educated~ that tbeymight 
know. their duties: as men ~nd women, and their rights 
as citizens and freemen."1/ 
·Threat to'witbdraw support.-- Butler asserts that 
none.spoke up to support the clergyman, although it was 
apparent that the appropriation would pass upon a vote. 
The meeting was adjourned, following which Boott ap-
proached Mr. Edson informing him that he would leave the 
church, go elsewhere with his support and influence, and 
that "al.l support of st. Anne's in any way by the manufac-
. 2/ 
turing eompanies_would be withdrawn,"- if he supported the 
proposition longer. 
i 1/Butler, op. cit., pg. 54 
,,: 
h· 
ri 2/Butler, ibid., pg. 54 
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At the subsequent meeting the pastor with firmness 
and eloquence ttanswered.every argument against the pro-
position, and after a long debate the vote was taken 
. . 1/ 
and- the proposition was carried. It-' 
42 
Protracted struggle.-- Let Mr. c. c. Chase tell_ the 
story: 
ttAt the town-meeting, called to take action upon 
the expenditure of $20,000 for the erection of two 
large buildings for graded schools, in a long pro-
tracted and violent stl:'uggle, Dr. Edson, single-
handed and alone, advocated the expenditure, and 
triumphed over all opposition by a majority of 
eleven votes. Almost immediately another town-
meeting was called in order, if possible, to 
rescind the vote. Lawrence & Robinson, both 
eminent lawyers, appeared in opposition; but 
there was no flinching, and Dr. Edson still 
triumphed by a majority of thirty-three votes. 
The opposition surrendered and the two school 
buildings now known as the Edson and the Bartlett 
schoolhouses were erected. Such was the inaugura-
tion ofour present system of graded grammar 
schools. "Y 
Within 13 months of this contest Henry Clay and 
Governor Lincoln visited Lowell, -and were escorted by both 
Kirk Boott and Luther Lawrence to the new South (later 
Edson) school, already operating successfully, the school 
being a show place for visitors. 
1/Butler, Ioid., pg. 54 
2/Hurd, op. cit. , pg. 116 
CHAPTER vI 
SCHOOL PROBLEMS. FACED BY THE NEW CITY 
1. Early Report Reviews Difficulties 
Pattern set.-- In the early years of Lowell, the educa-
tional system was marked by trials and errors. The great 
difficulties of keeping up with the immense leaps in 
population every few years are revealed graphically in 
the annals of the school eo.mmittee. Textiles flourished 
in the "city of Spindles"rwith new manufacturing places 
opening, and mills expanding their facilities. 
During this period, when patterns were set and tradi-
tions made, the city was f'ortunate' to have people of' fine 
calibre serving on the school committee, whose breadt~ of 
vision and capability shines out from the pages of the 
school annual reports. 
The problems. then were substantially the problems now: 
That of overcrowding, repair and renovation. Distance 
from home to school was worried about in the same manner 
that it is now. 
The writer will go into detail aoout the problems of 
the f'irst 10 years of' Lowell as a ·Separate community from 
Chelmsford, to show how the men in charge worried about 
the physical and social aspects of schooling much as is 
done today.· 
-43-
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valuable-report.-- An early report.of a joint commitee 
of .council and School Committee (1937-8) covers the whole 
subject .of schoolhouses, their lecation and the system of 
public schools, and comments that "The subject emb:r-aces 
the largest item of annual expenditure and the most im-
portant interest and duty committed to our trust as 
municipal officers•".!/ 
High.sehool.favored.-- The Committee expressed an 
opinion favoring_the buildi~J_of a high school "without 
further unnecessary delay,"- because "if properly con-
structed and located, it will be one of the most permanent, 
useful and creditable of our public edifices. -The site 
now owned by the city for that purpose, is probably as 
good as can be obtained, being at one~ central and re-
Y 
tired." 
There were problems in that day. The Committee hoped 
for "a just and economical accommodation of all the inhab-
4/ 
itants of' the city in the matter of schools. n- ;Their fore-
sight is shown in the statement uto carry out such a plan 
time is necessary, and it is deemed f'ar better to submit 
!/Report o? a Joint Committee of' the City Council on the 
~ublic Schools and Schoolhouses in Lowell. (Found in 
bound volume-School Committee Reports 1838-1861). Pg. 1 
and 2. 
g/Ibid., 
~Ibid., pg. 2 and 3. 
!/Ibid., Pg. 2. 
-- to some delay, than to build ~or present accommodation~ 
without looking ~orwa~ to our future condition and more 
l "!! , genera wants. . 
More gramma~ schools.-- The topic or grammar schools 
l 
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was ane the Committee found most difficult. The opinion 
was that "the distance travelled by a portion of the 
scholars is a serious objection. Most of our population 
is situated within a space of about two and one halr miles 
. 2/ 
east and west, and one mile north and south.w- The com-
mittee agreed that "four' grammar schools, situated 
separately in properl.y- selected points, seems the smallest 
number that can be brought sufficiently near to all_ the 
!I inhabited parts of the city." 
The two existing grammar schools opened in 1833 "seem 
to have been intended for the whole city," but "are be-
lieved to be more than half a mile distant fro.m consider-
ably more than a majority of the scholars; and the majority 
travel, on an average, about three quarters of a mile. 
4/ 
A number-..:--are believed to travel not less than a mile."-
Distance to Schools estimated.-- Interesting statistics 
are given. It was estimated that the district west of 
i/.Illi.d. , pg. 
_Y.Ibid., pg. 3 
3/Ibid., Pg. 3 
--
!/Ibid., pg. 3 
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o£ the Boston and Lowell, and south of the Lowell and 
Nashua railroads, contains about ll2 children of age and 
ll qualifications for the grammar schools.n · Their average 
distance from present schools is not less than a mile, 
the Committee asserts. In the Belvidere area there are 
161 children between the ages of seven and fourteen, who 
walk an average distance of about a mile. Families on tbe 
Boott corporation and that part of Merrimack Street be-
tween Dutton and the Concord River, averaged about three 
quarters of a mile from the nearest grammar school. In 
another area, that between ~~r.imack Street and Hurd and 
Jackson Streets; the area between Dutton Street and the 
Concord River west and east; the whole of the Merrimack 
Corporation, and part of the Swamp Locks area 1 including 2/ 
"more than one-fourth11 - the cityt s population, the 
average distance was more than five eighths of a mile from 
the nearest grammar school. 
Size and numbers.-- Discussing the size of school-
houses as compared with numbers, the Report continues: 
11The average number of scholars belonging 
to the grammar schools, exclusive of the Irish 
grammar school, is two hundred and forty one 
each. The number of seats to each room is two 
hundred and thirty. It follows that there is, 
1/Iliid/. ·" p g. 3 
g/Ibid., Pg. 4 
'! I !! 
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to say the least, no spare '~0om in those houses with 
a pretty full attendance.".!/ 
Distance blamed for poor conditions.-- The Report 
states that the average daily attendance is 167, but that 
the difference between the actual attendance and the number 
of seholars is very large. The Committee wonders whether 
distanc~ is not to blame~ For instance, not more than 
I 
60-70 Gf the scholars in all grammar schools come from 
Belvidere, though there are "150 children who should be in 
;Y 
such schools.u 
Since the proportion of pupils from the Old Burying 
Ground neighborhood (Middlesex Street) to scholars who 
should be in school is still less the Committee concluded 
the difficulty must be "owi~' to the distance of the 
hGuses from the scholars.~~--
The Committee pointed out that ttthe evils arising 
from such a state of things are manifold and serious. The 
money annually raised for support of schools is not ex-
pended with due economY. to promote the greatest good of 
. g . 
the greatest number." Tb.e Committee deplored the fact 
that due to distance habits of punctuality are ttfatally 
lost," and that rewards for punctu.ali ty may be unfair as 
!/Ibid., pg. 4 
g/Ibid., Pg. 4 
ijibid., pg. 4 
Yl12.!tJ.·, pg. 5 
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between distance some pupils must traverse. Another 
1
1 result of distance was that some men who pay taxes "a:re 
,, 
II ll obliged to tax themselves for the pl"ivate inst:ruction 
1/ 
of their ownu-.~ (children). 
2.- New school Locations Proposed 
In a scold}ng tone the Committee warns: 
"This state of things is entirely unnecessary 
in a population as dense as ours.---Two or three 
years' delay will be an immense loss to many · 
children, whose chance, in the meantime, of learn-
ing the most necessary branches of a common school 
education will have fled from them forever. ny 
Need for grammar schools.--The Repol"t asked for a 
grammar school for that part of the city needing one most, 
. y 
"south and west of the railroads." It was recommended 
that a primary school erected in that neighborhood in 1836 
be used, by turning over the second floor into a grammar 
school. B-elvidere having the next strongest claim to a 
grammar school, as it was ncompact and separate in terri-
tory," and would need a large school in a few years, the 
Committee recommended the early building there of a house 
of "suitable size and situation," and ''that instead of 
increasing the public debt the. coat of it should be as._ 
4/ 
aeased in the next annual tax."-
1/Eiurd, lliia., pg. 5. 
2/I.b.id., pg. 5. 
,YI.b.id, pg. 5. 
4/Ihid,, pg. 6. 
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These proposed schools ·were not to draw many from the 
present grammar schools, but a third proposed school for 
scholars of the lower Merrimack street area including the 
Boott and Merrimack mills, would draw pupils from the 
present grannnar schools. Large numbers went five. eighths 
of a mile to the nearest grammar school. It was recom-
mended that the building be paid for by a tax and not by y 
loan." 
Little system.in primaries.-- As to the primary 
schools, the committee reported that "there is very little y 
system in the present arrangement of the primary schools." 
It was the custom for the children to meet in a sui table 
hired room. The Report recommended that land be obtained 
for the building of p~mary schools where needed. As 
examples, the Report mentioned the Boott Mill area, having 
' 
no primary school but needing one or more; the Merrimack 
mill area, having no primary school, with a population of 
3000; and the area of the Powder mills, Hales mills and 
3/ 
the Bleachery, where a "primary school i's much needed~~n-
Tbis valuable old report ended with a suggestion that 
a committee be.·. formed to ask the Locks and Canals for a· 
do~~tion of land near the swamp locks; to purchase a 
y·Ibid. !'g. 6. 
g/Ibid.,Pg. 6-7. 
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house on cbureb Street owned by the Middlesex company 
(mill) and used for primary schools; and that land be 
secured near the.LGwell Bleachery, and in the vicinity of 
the Merrimack co. (mill), on desirable. terms.· "All these 
places are points where primary schools will be permanent-
. 1/ 
ly needed."-
yrbid~, pg. 7 
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CHA~TER VI 
.STRUGGLES-SETBACKS-ADVANCES (1837-1850} 
Problems.many and serious.-- Great were the prob-
lems of the school cammitteemen of the early yemrs of the 
city1 socially and economically. As the city grew like 
Topsy, so did the schools. Never did the schools keep 
ahead of the constantly-enlarging school population. 
This despite many judicious decisions and fine education-
al practices on the part of various committees. 
In this chapter, the story of the successes and 
failures of the schools of Lowell will be di·scussed in 
some detail, because of many interesting parallels with 
school problems of the present day. Let the school 
records tell the storyt 
1. 12th Annual Report (1837-1838} 
Additional schools.-- In the sch0ol year ending 
April, 1838, the number of schools suppo~ted by the city 
was as follows: One high, six grammar and 20!7rimary. 
There were 44 teachers, 17 men and 27 women. Three 
primary schools were added during the year. School No. 3 
was transferred to the north side of Merrimack Street in 
!I !/Report of the School Committee, April, ~38, pg. 3. 
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May 183'7 for children of the Boott corporati<m with an 
average of 42 pupils. School No. 4 was removed to a room 
at the corner of Chapel and Union streets, The third 
school, No. 18, was opened for pupils Q.f the vicinity of 
the powder mills. A gr~ar school,. No. 5, "kept in the 
two story school house''- on Church street, was divided, 
with a primary school, No. 19, being formed from the 
younger pupils, and using the other room of the ,building, 
For some odd reason, Primary School No. 9, the previous 
occupant was removed to a convenient room of the neighbor-
hood. 
School for poor children.-- Children of the very poor 
were attended to, for on November 20, 1837, a school was 
commenced in the chapel roam of the public almshouse for 
the resident children, with 37 attending, and 46 at the 
time of this report, April, 1838. 
High school apace inadequate.-- The high school was, 
removed fr~ Suffo~ St~eet to the Hamiltop schoolhouse, 
so-called, in Middlesex Street. "Its accommodations, y . . 
though improved, are yet inadequate." The Committee 
felt the need of "more spacious and more central accommo-
dations for this school, u for 36 more pupils had been added 
~ 
recently. 
YIEia., pg. 4. 
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2. Bench Used in the Public Schools of 
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Irish schools prospering.-- A note of pride crept 
into the 1838 report. "A general interest is manifested 
in the prosperous condition of our Irish schools. They 
now consist of two Grammar and three Primary schools~ 
1/ 
kept by four male and two female teachers."- The whole 
number of different pupils belonging during the year was 
752. "Most of these probably attended three months at 
2/ 
least."- The attendance was as good as in any or the 
public schoo.ls. "The Irish pupils are not excluded from y 
the other public schools," the Report ends. 
Strict census.-- The Committee took a strict census 
or persons between the ages of four and 16 which was sent 
to the Secretary of State last October~ in order to re-
ceive the largest amount from the state school fund. The 
children totalled 3308, which the Committee feared in-
accurate "owing to the great difficulty in many cases of y 
obtaining exact information." The state allotted the 
city $377.53. 
compared with the year before, there was a 500 pupil 
increase in the average nn~ber attending~ and 295 increase 
in the average daily attendance. 
Ylliii· I pg. 5. 
y~., pg. 5. 
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2. 13th Annual Report (1838-1839) 
"In no part of our system have the Committee seen 
evidence of greater improvement than in the Primary 
1/ 
Schools,,- declare the 13th Annual Report of the School 
54 
connnittee. Yet it was deplored that "in the populous 
districts, it is nearly impossible to secure proper rooms y 
for them~ even at exorbitant rates." A new primary 
school No. 21, was created at a Fenwick Street building 
by dividing the school No. 15 already there. In regard 
to the grammar schools, the two Irish schools were united 
into one, and a large room secured for it making five. 
These schools have been occupied for five years, the 
Report recalls. 
High school facilities poor.-- Severely critizing 
the high school situation the Committee states "that it 
should flourish under its present embarrassment--is not 
to be expected. For want of a better room some branches y 
cannot be taught at all." Moat of the students were 
girls. 
A strong argument was given for placing the high 
school on the "most permanent and respectable basis," in 
order that "it may draw to its halls, the children of 
yrs1a., pg. 3 
Pg. 3. 
3/Ibid.~ pg. 4. 
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y 
all classes." The Report hinted that a "wall o£ parti-
tion" divided the rich from the poor. 
$28,000 capital investment.-- A total or $28,000 
capital has been invested in the schools, and the current 
year's expenditure for schools was $16,000, the Report 
reads. 
Object of schools to elevate.-- The document ends on 
a . solemn note: 
"The great duty of society and its great ob-ject in establishing public schools is to elevate 
as high as possible the intellectual and moral 
condition of the mass of the community. In this 
view all seetiona~terests dwindle into insig-
nificance and all partial and local legislation 
is especially to be deprecated."g/ 
Much --- has been. done in a . few years, but let no one 
shut his eyes to the truth, that much remains to be ac-
Y 
complished." 
State school fund.-- The Report relates that the city 
was .notified by the State that no school returns would be 
required of towns and cities, for no division of the state 
school fund would be made during the present year. The 
city had planned for a gift of more than $300. 
ytbld., pg. 4. 
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3. 14th Annual Report (1839-1840) 
Year divided into four terms.-- The 1840 Report 
states that no changes were made in the general arrange-
ments of the schools, except that or dividing the year 
into four i ns tead of three terms, to secure more frequent 
rest periods for teachers, shorter intervals between the y 
"salutary stimulus of public examinations," and of 
transfers from schools of lower grades to higher ones. 
Adults were praised for their continued interest in and 
presence at the school examinations. 
Better definition of powers.-- It was suggested that 
the respective powers of city council and school committee y 
be "more distinctly defined," with respect to alterations 
and repairs of schoolhouses, and that the board have a full 
understanding of all measures of the city council regarding 
schools. For example, the Report told of one l arge primary 
school that was suspended for several weeks while the 
building was being removed. 
Primaries crowded.-- The almshouse primary school 
No. 20 was discontinued, due to too few pupils to warrant 
a teacher. The others have had "effective usefulness, with 
1/m:a.' pg. 3. 
ynw1., pg. 3. 
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some embarrasments arising from the excessive numbers y 
which most of them contain." 
Fifty pupils per teacher ideal.-- A recent State 
statute was referred to whereby every school containing an 
average number of more than 50 pupils was required to have 
an assistant teacher, unless the citizens in public town 
meeting vote to dispense with the same. The law was 
designed to suggest 50 pupils as the highest number one 
teacher could have. At this period Lowell was guilty of 
having an average attendance in most primary schools much 
higher than 50. Only seven fell below the limit, and most 
of these nearly approached it. 
Additional primaries.-- It was decided that three or 
four new primary schools would be needed. during the coming 
year "as the lowest number sufficient for the absolute y 
necessities of the city." These were to be located on 
Fenwick Street, one near the Boott Mills, one on the 
Merrimack corporation and one near the Lowell Bleachery. 
New grammar school.-- As the city council has passed a 
law recently establishing a grammar school in the second 
story of a schoolhouse near the Old Burying Ground, the 
school committee elected a teacher. The school would open 
1/Ibid., pg. 4 
ylQ!9... , pg. 4 
next term as No. 4 Grammar school (Middlesex Street), 
the earlier No. 4 having united with the 5th. 
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Condition of primaries investigated.-- Conditions in 
the primary schools were examined at length. Of the 21 
such schools only six were well-located in houses owned by 
the city, with spacious and well-fenced yards. No. 4,on 
Chapel Stt•eet, had a favorable location, but the house was 
old, filthy, low and ill-ventilated, with an excessive 
rent of $40 a year. Schools Nos. 5 and 6, located at the 
Hamilton (mill) brick schoolhouse, had rooms not perfectly 
suited to the present use. The rent was too large, $50 a 
year for each room, while the city had to pay for repairs. 
School No. 7, the Hamilton (mill) wooden school, Middlesex 
Street, had a good house and situation, except the three 
schools were too close together. The rent was $50. a year. 
No. 10 school without ventilation.-- School No. 8, 
near the Machine Shop, owned by the Locks and Canals, but 
given rent-free to the city, needed enclosing by a fence, 
and was overcrowded. No. 10, located in the basement of 
Wesley ehape~, Suffolk Street, was ttbadly lighted and !I . 
utterly without means of· ventilation." The repairs were 
frequent and costly, and the rent exorbitant, at $60 a 
year. It was recommended that this, one of the largest 
schools be given immediate attention. 
ynn,, pg. 5. 
59 
Noise of mills interferes.-- No. 11, the basement of 
the Catholic church, had a good location. The room was 
gtiaranteed to the city rent free for five years from 
September, 1836, the city owning the stove and other 
furniture and paying for repairs. Though School No. 12~ 
on the Lawrence corporation~ Hall Street~ had a good loca-
tion, the room was low, and exposed to the noise of the 
Tremont Mills as to "require the windows to be closed dur-
Y ing all seasons." The room is used evenings for other 
purposes. The rent was $42 a year. 
School on low land.-- Schools No. 13 and 14, on High 
Street, were on land wet and low. The city owned the bui ld-
ing, and with alterations it would be suitable for one, not 
two schools. The building was not centrally located as to 
school populatiom. 
Nos. 15 and 21 were situated under the Catholic church. 
The location was good, the rent free, the city, tenants at 
sufferance, owning the furniture. 
The Suffolk co. (mill) owned No. 16 school (Cabot 
Street), which was termed suitable and convenient. The rent 
was $30 a year, and the stove and furniture was owned by the 
city. 
No. 18 on Lawrence Street, had a good location but the 
room was not suitable for a school. The rent was $36. 
ylh1J1. , pg. 6. 
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Most grammar schools satisfactory.-- Of the six 
grammar schools, the only one for which the committee had 
to provide was No. 5, Jefferson Street, the Irish school. 
The location was favorable, but had no suitable yard. 
The rent was $150 a year, a sum considered large since the 
city paid all the expenses of outfitting it as a school-
room, and keeping it in repair. 
Strict discipline at high school.-- The Report stated y 
that "corporeal chastisement has never been allowed" in 
the high school, which had increase in numbers. Discipline 
was maintained there "by an exact system of marking both as 
to scholarship and deportment, with the suspension of such 
as cannot by gentler means be restrained from disorderly y 
conduct." The Report barelv mentions "the spacious and 
" y 
well-planned edifice now in building for its use." 
Pride in Irish schools.-- The Committee pointed with 
pride to the five Irish schools, speaking of the "wisdom 
of the plan," which was believed "to be peculiar to our-
!/ 
selves." 
Music instruction ·recommended.-- As music had been 
successfully introduced elsewhere in the public schools, 
1/161d., pg. 6. 
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the Committee, after publishing its desires in the news-
papers, now recommended that the sum of $500 be appropriat-
ed for the ensuing year, for the teaching of music, if the 
city council concurs. 
Date of annual return to state changed.-- Note was 
made of the fact that the time of making annual returns of 
school population to the State Secretary was altered from 
November to May, the committee of the previous year to do 
the work. Lowell hoped to get about $600 from the state 
school fund, since no division was made the previous year. 
The new law apportioning the school fund to the towns in 
the ratio of the number of inhabitants, was expected to 
add to this city's share. The school appropriation was 
$16,500 and the salary for teachers amounted to $13,971.13. 
The Report ends with the observation that "our school 
system is, essentially, adapted to our wants. Perfection y 
is not claimed for it. 
4. 15th Annual Report (1840-1841) 
New high school building opened.-- Details about the 
new high school building and occupants fill the 1840-1841 
school committee report ending April 5, 1841. The building, 
completed in December, 1840, was dedicated with solemn 
service on November 21. The building was constructed with 
y 
a view to "complete separation of the sexes." When 
it opened on December 7, 1840, the girls occupied the 
upper room and entered from Anne Street, while the boys 
took the lower room and entered from Ktrk Street. 
6la 
Two departments in high school.-- For the~igh school 
"an entire new organization became necessary." There 
were two departments, one with a woman principal, the 
other with a man as head, each independent in that depart-
ment, but coordinating building responsibilities. The 
principals were teachers as well. Besides them, the 
faculty consisted of two, a mathematics and a language 
teacher, who instructed both boys and girls, plus a pen-
manship teacher who taught four afternoons a week. Shortly 
after the opening, a woman teacher was hired as a temporary 
measure because "the number of girls has been so large." 
The Committee confessed that it was their design that 
in this new order of things "the discipline of this school 
should be marked with greater strictness and efficiency," 
to counteract the lack of "corporal punishment, the age of 
its pupils, and the peculiar temptations of a crowded y 
population. " 
Yl.!2!£·, pg. 4 
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continuing, they asserted, "In this school should be 
developed, not the powers and faculties of the mind only, 
Y · but the better feelings of the heart." · It should be a 
community where .,forbearance, patience, brotherly kind-
ness and love be the acknowledged principles. Such should y 
be our high school." 
A total or 230 pupil~.-- In the four months since the 
school's opening, 230 pupils registered, 90 boys, and 140 
girls. Not one instance or injury to the building or its 
furnishings was reported. 
New school described.-- Within the year two "new and 
elegantn buildings were completed for Grammar schools. 
Let the Committee describe them: 
"Each or these contains every modern convenience, 
on a liberal seale, for light, heat, air and ventila-
tion, for two hundred scholars. The two recitation 
rooms, instead of one, as in the older houses, the 
large ante-roams, one for each sex, and the furnaces 
in the cellars warming the whole buildings are some 
of their obvious improvements."~ 
In one of these, No. 7, on Washington Street, the total en-
rollment to date was 201, ttrorty-seven of whom had never 
!I been in any public school in Lowell." Though 124 were 
transferred from the South grammar schools, mos t ly, yet 
these schools "are nearly or quite as full as before." 
1/fh!d., pg. 4. 
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Schools still crowded.-- It was reported that the 
North Grammar schools were "uncomfortably crowded," but 
that the new house on Middle Street, not yet opened~ .. 
could be filled with a surplus from them, and from nearby 
Primary schools. These two schools were expected to pro-
vid.e for Grammar school necessities in Lowell for some 
years, with one exception. The Irish Grannnar school 
posed a problem because the city w·as 'paying an exorbi te.nt y 
rent for an inconvenient and ill-ventilated room." 
Repairs needed.-- It was recommended that a small 
appropriation be made for repairing the first two large 
school buildings 'tn use several years." They needed 
painting, some kind of inside blinds, and shade trees, 
because these things have a much more powerful influence 
in forming the tastes and habits, and of course, in 
educati~ young mi~ds, than many people are apt to con-
sider." 
Three new primaries.-- The schools totalled 31 
and included one high, seven grammar and 23 primary in 
which were 56 teachers, 21 male and 35 female. Three new 
primaries were added in the year reported, Nos. 20, 22 and 
23, at the Red House, Fenwick Street, and the Merrimack 
mill, respectively, with the average number 70 belonging 
1/!l2Id., pg. 6. 
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in all of the 23, and the average daily attendance, 54. 
Three new primary schools were needed for the next school 
term, it was stated. 
Twelve primaries.-- The city now owned 12 primary 
schools, held long leases on four, and bad provided ex-
cellent rooms for five. Needing ~ediate attention were 
tbe No. 4 school, Chapel Street; No. a, at the Machine 
Shop (Swamp Locks); No. 12, on the Lawrence Corp. land; 
and No. 18, Lawrence street, all needing new houses; and 
No. 14, Belvidere, city-owned, which needed to be rebuilt, 
or thoroughly altered or repaired. 
Frequent turnover of women teachers.-- In the 35 
situations which required female teachers, 76 different 
women were employed. The Committee moaned, "So frequent 
1/ 
shifting of instructors is very much to be regretted.w-
Although the cause commonly given is ill health, the 
committee repudiated that excuse, adding 
That the teaching profession is a "laborious and 
wearing one, but we suggest that, in many cases, 
the breaking down or the teacher is owing to her 
neglecting to employ the hours in which she is 
out of school in attention to exercise in the 
open air, and in some cheerful relaxation, in-
stead of unremitting to11."2/ 
Music taught on volunteer basis.-- Mention was made 
that singing was being gradually introduced into the 
1/fbld., pg. 7. 
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schools with the aid of the present teaching staff and 
volunteers, and the opinion was recorded that a competent 
teacher should be hired. 
The school appropriation totalled $17,500, and the 
teachers' salaries reached $15,446.80. 
In conclusion the Committee commended "the cause of 
common Schools to God, and to the watchful care and wise 
1/ 
liberality of the city."-
5. 16th Annual Report (1841-1842) 
High school crowded.-- The high school, "a very desi~ 
able place, for those following the higher branches in 
2/ 
mathematics, and preparing for college,n- was reported 
full to overflowing, having 106 boys and 149 girls. It 
was suggested that entrance examinations be more exact and 
admission requirements be increased. To encourage scholar-
ship a change in the system of marking merits was made, 
with the marks going from 0 to 8 instead of 0 to 3, w1 th 
no fractions being used. This change was suggested for 
the Grrunmar schools. 
Volunteer Music teachers.-- vocal music was introduced 
in many of the schools, with no expense to the city. Mr. 
L. Mason is quoted on the subject of music: 
1/Ibld., pg. 7. 
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"I think experience authorizes me to say, 
that there are none who are incapable of being 
taught •••• all may make some progress, though 
--.there are but few who will excel. • ••• A 
capacity for music is a universal gift or 
Providence, and that to find a person incapable 
or improvement, is as rare as to find one born 
deaf and dumb, or blind."!/ 
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School statistics.-- Fifteen well-situated primary 
school-houses were now the property of the city. All 
Grammar schools but the No~ 5 Irish Grammar were city-
owned, and for that one a new house"is much wanted." 
The five Irish primaries were well conducted and "quite 
too full." The city boasted a high school, eight grammar 
schools with 1366 scholars (687 male and 679 female), and 
26 primary schools having 30 women teachers, and 1892 
scholars (955 male and 937 female). The total school 
population was 3458. 
No. 10 primary school, situated in the two~room, two-
story brick building, corner of Race and Merrimack Streets, 
was over-crowded, although opened a little over a year, ~ 
some pupils were sent to the old undesirable room under 
the Wesley chapel. In the second room Ward No. 6 held 
its · mae tings. 
New Buildings.-- The Middle Street two-story brick 
building was finished, and accommodated one Grammar school 
1/fh!d., pg. 4. 
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with its Writing School, and one large Primary school, 
No. 24. One primary school building, No. 4, was erected 
on Centre Street, Chapel Hill, and another, No. 8 bought 
and removed to Mechanics Street, near the Western eanal, 
on rent free land given by the Looks and Canals Co. 
Primary schools No. 13 (on Washington Street) and 
No. 14 (on Andover Street), were so crowded that a new 
house was built on Andover Street, called No. 14. The 
old schoolhouse on Chestnut Street "was refitted, raised 
out of the mud, and put in suitable repair for immediate 
1/ 
use."- and called No. 25. Due to overcrowded conditions 
at the school ., districts embracing Race, Merrimack and 
Church Streets, other accommodations were given the 
pupils temporarily, while the scholars in the Middlesex 
Street area were sent to temporary quarters in the 
engine-house on Middlesex Street, for the same reason. 
City purchased school.-- A private school owned by 
the Merrimack Corporation was purchased by the City, and 
became Primary School No. 23, Colburn Street. 
The appropriation was $22,000 and the teachers' 
salaries $20,034.45. 
y· Ibid., pg. 6. 
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6. 17th Annual Report (1842-1843) 
City has 30 primaries.-- The city's primary schools 
now numbered 30, with four new ones added at the following 
locations: No. 27, Church Street building, second floor; 
one in the new school bouse, Grand Street, No. 28; one in 
the new brick schoolhouse, Middle Street, second floor, 
called No. 29; one on North Street, No. 30. The former 
two, although in operation, had not been established by the 
City council. The latter two would open on April 1. 
Three houses bad been built for primary schools on 
city-owned land as follows: No .• 18, Lawrence Street, much 
needed; . No. 28, Grand Street; (both of wood, well-situated, 
airy and convenient); and a two-story brick house, (a 
double house), Middle Street, for the use of No. 1 and the 
new No. 29 schools. 
Schoolhouse No. 1 was removed to North Street, placed 
on city-owned land, and given over to the No. 30 new 
school. The former Merrimack Corporation school house was 
twice removed during the year and was placed on city owned 
land, Tilden Street. 
Primaries overflowing.-- Although the primary schools 
were pronounced to be in excellent condition as to order 
and discipline, they met in "rooms tolerably convenient, 
except No. 26," kept in a room under the Wesley chapel, 
Suffolk Street, "which is low, dark, and totally without 
68 
y 
ventilation." Several schools were excessively crowded 
during the past summer, the Committee reports, many of 
them having from 80 to 100 pupils on the registers, and 
some even .more. Urgent attention was needed for the four 
schools under the catholic church, "the whole number at-
tending which was, during the summer terms, but little, 
2/ 
if any short of 400.-
Theteacher situation cleared a little, since only 
five changes in the teaching staff of the primary schools 
had to be made during the year, 
New grammar schools needed.-- The eight grammar 
schools had such increased numbers that the numbers 
attending at times were greater than the number of seats 
provided by all the houses. New schools were needed 
"notwithstanding the liberaprovisions already and so 
recently made by the city." 
Rooms partitioned.-- Because "two and even three 
classes, under as many teachers, have been compelled to 
read and recite in the same room, and within the im-
Y 
mediate sound of each other's voices" the committee 
experimented with partitioning off three recitation rooms 
from one large room of the South schoolhouse. 
yrb!d., pg. 4 
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This was so successful that the Committee sought and 
obtained authority from the City Council to extend the 
same plan to three other echool-rooms in the South and 
North school buildings. Alterations and extensive re-
pairs were made to the two buildings, the North being 
painted inside and out, with the bill being charged to 
the school fund. 
Condition satisfactory.-- The Grammar schoolhouses 
belonging to the City were said to be in good repair, 
and conveniently located. But the North and south school-
houses would soon need attention as to their yards and 
fences, and suitable walks to connect the houses with the 
public streets. 
Women teachers a saving.-- To save money, women were 
substituted for male assistants in some Grmmmar schools 
"thereby making a considerable saving of expense, and it 
1/ 
is believed, without injury to the schools."-
Credit given teachers.-- Credit is given teachers and 
pupils of the Fifth Grammar school "that they have sus-
tained themselves so well under the many inconveniences of y . 
their school-room and location," and to most teachers "for 
the efforts they have made, under many discouragements, to 
bring forward their schools." Land was purchased and plans 
yrBta., pg. 4 
g/Ibid., pg. 5 
for a suitable building for No. 5 Grammar school were 
in progress. 
70 
In a few Grammar schools better discipline was needed, 
and greater order and tranquillity preserved "before the 
tone and standard of instruction can be greatly elevated, 
or the schools attain any high degree of prosperity or 
!I 
efficiency," asserted the Committee. 
High schoQl praised.-- The high school was lavishly 
praised for its discipline and instruction. The Report 
stated that "it has entirely superseded all private schools y 
in our city, and all necessity for them." The Committee 
said that "no class of' our citizens is excluded f'rom its 
3/ 
benefits."-
Increased admission requirements for high school.--
Applicants had multiplied so rapidly that the Committee 
increased the admission requirements, and examined can-
didates with greater severity. This seemed to have a two-
fold ef'fect: To limit the scholars to a reasonable number; 
and to raise the character and standard of grammar school 
instruction. 
ytb!d.' pg. 5. 
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Schools have derects.-- In a note or cando~ the 
Committee, after praising the schools gene~ally , said they 
would not flatter themselves "that these schools are doing 
all that might be done, or all that the public have a ~ight 
!I to expect of .them." · 
One or two detects the Committee thought might be 
fa1~ly attributed to the teachers. The most important de-
fect was bad spelling "a characteristic fault of our Lowell y 
schools." High school teachers were compelled to waste 
time reviewing the simplest spelling lessons, a nd there-
fore the primary and grammar schools should give more 
attention to it, the Report announced. Continuing, it 
stated that another fault seemed closely connected with the 
first, and might arise from it, concerning the a~t of' 
reading. Sufficient pains were seldom taken to explain 
the elementary principles of the language; and the various 
combinations of letters With the1r offices and powers. 
English grammar did not receive the attention its intrinsic 
importance demanded. 
Two worst evils.-- However, the most lamentable evils, 
which checked the progress and usefulness of the schools 
"have been truancy and i~regular attendance." These are 
beyond the control of the teachers, and for their remedy 
1/!bid., pg. 5. 
g(Ibid., pg. 6. 
72 
we must look to the parents.~ The Committee dwelt on 
the effects on the delinquents themselves of losing the 
lesson of the day and of the next due to unpreparedness, 
while the rest of their class is hindered. They feel that 
the class looks on them as laggards. The delinquents are 
bumbled and mortified, their pride broken down, and self-
respect destroyed. 
"Parents: should be exceedingly careful how 
they allow their children to become contented 
with habitual infer1ority. When this point Is 
reached, they may bid farewell to all hope of 
f uture distinction, or respectability."g/ 
Conscientious parents suffer, too, the committee points out. 
Truants suspended.-- Due to an alarming amount or 
truancy, causing injurious effects to the schools and to 
the moral sense and habits of individual pupils the com-
mittee determined to eradicate the habit oy adopting a 
rule tnat ''for every instance of truancy the pupil should 
be suspended from the school, and should be readmitted only y 
on the certificate of the sub-committee.' The law was 
rigidly enforced with happy effe~ta. 
Parents blamed.-- The evil of irregular attendance, 
very preva:.t.ent, was attributed by the Committee ttto tne y 
carelessness and indifference of parents." A sub-
yrsra., pg. 6. 
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3/Ib1d., pg. 7 
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committee was appointed 'to consider and report what 
measures can be adopted to remedy the great and increasing 
evil or tardiness and irregular attendance in our High and y 
Grammar schools.' 
Time-books examined.-- The sub-committee reported 
December 22, 1842, that time-books of all the schools were 
examined to check the whole number of pupils who attended 
each month of the current year, against the average number 
daily attending. 'These examinations reveal the astonish-
ing fact, that, of the whole number of scholars in our 
Grammar schools for each month of the past year, 19.2 per y 
cent, or nearly one fifth, have been absent daily.' The 
high school was not much better, except in the girls' sec-
tion, where there was notable improvement during the past 
term. It was suggested that the primary schools might have 
a worse showing, but with more excuse. 
Loss of money.-- Going into finances, the Committee 
argued that no saving was had by such absences. Since the 
school appropriation was $25,000, a sum little short of 
$5,000 bad been lost to the citizens, most or it unneces-
sarily. 
Progress O! § Chool retarded.-- The Committee deplored 
the fact that the punctual and regular scholars must be kept 
!/Ibid~, pg. 7 (direct quote of rule) 
g/Ibid., pg. 7 (quote of quote) 
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back for the laggards to catch up~ saying that this loss 
was incalculable. "Thus the many are made to su!'fer for 
the faults of the ~; the ambitious are checked and dis-
:couraged, the patience of the teachers exhausted, and the y 
progress of the whole school retarded." 
Many new rules devised. Therefore the Committee made 
suggestions which included the folloWlng: Every Wednesday 
afternoon ·of the year to be a holiday: scholars from 
primary schools shall be admitted only at the commencement 
of each term to the grammar schools, while transfers might 
be made then or on the first Monday in each month; in all 
cases of absence a dated certificate shall be required fr~a 
the parent or guardian, stating time of absence and the 
fact that. such absence was necessary or unavoidable. Any 
pupil absent for five half-days in any one term and not 
certified as above, shall not be allowed to attend school 
the rest of the term, and shall be re-admitted only by 
vote of the School Committee that term. Pupils dismissed 
during school hours were to be considered absent for the 
half day. The Report was accepted, but the proposed amend-
ments were laid on the~ble, but later removed and referred 
to the incoming committee for consideration. 
At that time there were six school hours per day, a 
half day off each week, and five entire weeks off each year. 
J}!1iid., pg. 8 
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The Report incorporated within it an interesting 
abstract from the Report of the Secretary of the Board of 
Education discussing the evils of irregular attendance. 
Library funds offered.-- Mention was made that the 
State Legislature bad recently passed a law granting the 
sum of $.15 to every school district which should raise and 
appropriate an equal amount for the purchase of a district 
school library. Lowell, not under the district school 
system, could not accept the offer. However, another 
bill was pending in the Legislature to extend the law's 
benefits equally to all. 
Business recession.-- A reference to a curr.-ent "gen-
eral stagnation" in business followed, during which the 
committee bad not lowered teachers' salaries, but tried to 
secure "the best man, or the best woman, who can be ob-
!/ 
tained for the money." 
High per capita investment per school child.-- Lowell 
had the distinction this year of ranking No. 3 among towns 
and cities in the state in the amount appropriated for the 
education of each child between the ages of four and six-
teen (from the Abstract of the School Returns of Massachu-
setts, ror 1841-2). The average appropriation of the 
state was $2.84, while that of Lowell was $5.87. 
grua. , pg. 11. 
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7. The 18th Annual Report (1843-1844) 
Model primary schools.-- Several primary school 
teachers were singled out by name for praise in the Report. 
Their schools were called model. wherein "we see exhibited 
that !!!! tact in managing children which ensures implicit 
obedience without apparent fear or restraint, and a happy 
faculty or fixing the attention of the pupils and keeping 
1/ 
their minds constantly active."- Truancy was unheard of 
in most and only few in other primary schools. 
Greater stability.-- In the 30 primary schools no 
teachers were removed and only two resigned, making for 
greater stability. The city now owned all but eight, rent-
ing these for the annual sum of $394.67. Two schools, No. 
13 (Washington Stl'ee·t), and No. 28 (Grand Street). were said 
to be greatly overcrowded, necessitating two new bu ildings. 
Five new rooms we!'e secured for use as schools, thusly: Two 
in the new building on Chtirch Street, undel' the Ward Room, 
and two in the new grammar schoolhouse on Lewis Street, all 
occupied on January 7, 1844, and one on Fenwick Street, a 
"tolerable" building with a bad location. 
Overcrowding in grammar schools.-- By examining the 
registers of the grammar schools in January, 1844, it was 
found that there were 225 more pupils than seats for them 
1/fbid., pg. 3. 
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necessitating new schools sbo~tly despite "the recent and y 
liberal provision made by the city." 
Here is a table of results for the last four quarterly 
examinations in the grammar schools: 
RESULTS OF TESTS - 1843-1844 Higher Per 
No. Exam Than Cent for High No. Ad- No. Re- Neces. Admit-School mitted Jected Rank · ted 
Grammar No. 1, .Merrill 19 13 6 13 68 
" " 
2, Graves 30 18 12 17 60 
" 
n 3, Kimball 30 14 16 12 46 
" " 
4, Spalding 10 8 2 8 80 
" " 
5, Flynn 13 8 5 6 61 
" " 
6, Morrill 22 12 10 12 54 
" 
n 7, Pooler 31 24 7 24 77 
" " 
8, Walker 41 32 9 32 78 
All other sourcea 16 11 5 10 68 
212 140 72 134 
Situation in grammar schools discussed.-- The grammar 
schools were briefly and separately discussed. No. 1 (South 
Street), had an able principal and was successful. No. 2 
(Lowell street), formerly or high character, was said to 
have degenerated. It bad had three different beads within 
a abort interval. At the annual election in September, the 
incumbent was not re-elected. Grammar- No. 3 (South Stree,t), 
having moderate success, though improving. There had been 
"grave moral delinquencies" there and "almost hopeless y 
offenderstt who have hindered teachers. No. 4, (Middlesex 
street) where one person taught all subjects (doing the 
ytb!d.' pg. 10 
_ ..... .,. 
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the whole number of such schools equalled 35. They were 
located as follows: No. 31, Chelmsford Road, near the 
bouse of Simon Parke!·, not yet in ope!'S.tion; No. 32, 
Fenwick Street; No. 33, Church Street; No. 34, Middlesex 
Street; No. 35, Washington Street {Belvidere), in rear of 
No. 7 Grammar school. 
The report naively announces that "notwithstanding 
the resignation of some of their best teachers, the con-
dition of these schools generally is full of encourage-
Y 
ment. Listed were 10 women teachers keeping well-ordered 
schools, followed by 13 woman teachers' names, who were 
runners-up in the same. 
New readers given primaries.-- An important change in 
the primary schools this year was the substitution for the 
reading books long in use, Bumstead's Little Primer, First 
School Book, Spelling and Thinking Combined, Second and 
Third Reading Book. The committee has this to say: 
"Among the excellencies of these little manuals: 
may be mentioned that they are arranged with strict 
conformity to the universal law of mental progression , 
commencing with the elements, next the simplest com-
binations of these elements, the lessons increasing 
in difficulty in exact proportion to the ·learner' s 
increase of ability. Not only is their arra ngement 
correct, but the selections are of the purest and 
least exceptionable kind, and their adaption to ~I 
interest the minds of the youngest chi ldren is F 1 
truly wonderful. They are written too in regular 
successive numbers, and were designed by one who I 
has had mu ch e.t heart the wants of Primary schools. 
The change baa proved a moot satisfactory one to 
all concerned."2/ 
y:rota:., p g . 3 
~Ibid., pgs . 4 and 5 
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Children in school at tender age.-- A cause of worry 
was the presence of no less than 361 pupils under four 
years of age in the primary schools, due to the reluctance 
of the committee to fix a certain age. Some laxity should 
be permitted in applying any precise rule due to the "cir-
cumstances of aur population" but limiting the younger ones 
would assist some of the more crowded schoo l s, so t h e com-
mi ttee reasoned. 
Some primary teacher s inadequate.-- Although many of 
the primary schools deserved great praise, nearly one third 
failed to satisfy the committee. "A great deficiency exists 
in many cases where there appears no adequate cause, while 
in others, apparent circumstances operate to prevent im-
provement. It is well known that several teachers, either 
from deficiency in the requisite qualifications, or a 
culpable indifference with regard to their duties, have 
been permitted to continue year after year, and their 
11 
schools reported either inferior or merely fair." 
Grammar schools reviewed.-- In ·the grammar schools 
the average number belonging was 1484, a number which if 
equally divided, would give 185 pupils to each school. 
The schools were reviewed by the Committee as follows: 
No. 1 under Mr. Merrill, highly praised; No. 2, under Mr. 
Graves, discredited last year, but under the present 
principal, satisfactory; No. 3, under Mr. Kimball, an 
excellent principal and teacher, has a fair standing; 
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No. 4, under Mr. Morse, overcrowded, with good adminis-
tration, however; No. 5, Mr. Shattuck, after a year o~ 
adverse influences and discouragements, a "most quiet and 
1/ 
pleasing school;"- No. 6, Mr. Morrill, a very success~ul 
year; No. 7, Mr. Poo ler, pronounced a regular, orderly and 
good school; No. 8, Mr. Walker, good discipline and schola~ 
ship--a success,ful year. 
Writing departments.-- connected with each grammar 
school as well as with the high school, is a writing de-
partment, under the charge of a separate teacher. 
Results of entrance examinations.-- Results of the four 
C!!Uarterly examinations for admission to high school fo l lows: 
Test Results - 1843-1844 
Grammar No. l 19 8 ll 8 42 
" No. 2 40 26 14 17 65 
" 
No. 3 24 20 4 15 83 
" 
No. 4 5 5 0 5 100 
It No. 5 15 0 15 0 0 
" 
No. 6 25 20 5 20 80 
" 
No. 7 43 36 7 27 83 
" No. 8 33 24 9 18 72 Other sources 19 11 8 .7 57 
Tota l of 1844 223 150 73 117 
Total of 1843 212 140 72 134 
Of the 150 admitted, 100 were girls, and 50, boys. 
1/Ibid., pg. 7 
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Schools Renovated.-- The schools were given needed 
attention this past year. Seven primary schools were 
painted throughout, and thirty ·grammar schools furnished 
with new seats of best construction. The North and South 
grammar schoolhouses were extensively repaired, furnished 
in part with inside blinds, and repainted. Two new primary 
schools were built on city-owned land. Within the past 
five years the city had spent on schoolhouses not less 
than $70,000. Plans are afoot for a large schoolhouse at 
the junction of Branch and Middlesex Streets, for a No. 4 
grammar school and two primaries; and another on Tilden 
Street for Primary No. 12. 
Improvements suggested.-- The Committee reminded the 
public that t he Primary No. 10 and Ward room on Race Street 
could be improved by making a room out of the entry; that 
Primary school No. 16 on Suffolk Street,was too small, and 
that a new house should be built for it; that Primary No. 
26, on Fenwick Street, should have a new building, and be 
removed from its present room. The new school planned for 
the vicinity of the late Simon Parker's residence was never 
opened, as no suitable room was found. 
Changes in teachers.-- During the year 13 teachers, 
resigned , seven were not re-elected at the annual elections 
in September, and 29 temporary teachers were employed. 
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Attendance P02£ _at high school.-- In speaking of the 
high school, the teachers were highly complimented. One 
defect was alluded to, that or irregular attendance, 
"excused apparently by parents' certificates, but 
for the most trifling reasons. The occurrence of 
an election, the visit of a travelling circus or 
menageries, or a sleighing party, are each made a 
successful please for a half-day's absence at 
least.".!/ 
The chart below shows a loss of 15.9% compared with last 
year. 
~er cent in Attendance in High School 
1842 1843 1844 
-
Term ending in March 81.1 87.0 80.0 
" " 
It June 75.4 77.1 70.9 
It 1t 
" 
September 66.4; 73.7 68.3 
" " 
ft Decem er 76.4 76.0 78.8 
299.3 313.9 298.0 
A sober thought was given for the edification or those 
connected with the high school. 
"We want in all our public schools, but we 
expect more especially in this, a more careful 
cultivation of the manners, and a higher moraTity. 
Manners are very important auxiliaries in the 
training of the young: they take a deeper hold, 
and have a stronger influence, than may at first 
be supposed. To give every one his full share of 
deference and kind offices, to encroach upon no 
one's rights, and to remember constantly that all 
are children of the same great Parent, as it must 
creater the spirit and feelings of a gentleman! so 
it will do much towards making the good man an 
good citizen."g/ 
1/!hid., pg. 9 
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An insight into the social mores of t he times is given 
in the following account of property destruction: 
nrt will be recollected that during the last 
summer the large Grammar schoolhouse on Middle 
Street was wantonly set on fire, and property to 
the amount of $15,000 at least was put in imminent 
danger. This act, we have the best reasons for be-
lieving, was committed by a boy i n revenge for his 
detection in pilfering a few oranges in the cellar. 
He was not a member of any public school, nor any 
of his half-dozen accomplices, and we allude to 
thi s mortifying occurrent only for the purpose of 
calling the attention of our citizens in the moat 
forcible way, to the incalculable evil to which, 
in our dense manufacturing City, we are exposing 
ourselves, by allowing a class of hundreds at 
least to live and grow up among us, as if we had 
no sys t em of public education. They see not the 
interior of a school house 6nce in the course of 
a year. We have counted thirty at once in a single 
street, and great as the mi schief already is, it is 
growing daily. The policy of our system of public 
schools is, to furnish the means of education to 
all, to the poor and to the rich. If the rich man 
has to contribute more for their support than in 
proportion to the children he can send, he expects 
to find, and does find, his indemnity in the im-
proved moral condition of the youthful population 
around him. suppose our schools were annihilated, 
what would be the condition of our population? 
can t here be a doubt that the class above alluded 
to are maturing for the occupation of our alms-
houses and prisons? 
AmOng the causes of pauperism a nd crime, 
neglect of attendance on the publi c s chools is 
truly said to be second to the baneful influence 
of the dram-shop. We join most sincerely and 
earnestly in the enquiry of the Secretary of the 
(State) Board of Education, whether a right to 
rear up children in a state of ignorance, with 
all its consequent degradation and danger i~ 1one 
of the inalienable rights of a republican. "!t 
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School statistics for years 1837 and 1845.-- Fo~ pur-
poses of comparison, statistics of the public schools for 
this year ending Ma~ch, 1845, and for the year ending 
March 1837, the first year completed under the City 
Charter, are given as follows: 
Comparison of School Statistics: 1837-1845 
Year 1837 1845 Inrease 
- -
Whole number different pupils 
during year 3761 7650 3889 
Entered--Not received from any 
public school 1272 1462 190 
Received from primary schools 400 1305 905 
Received from grammar schools 141 362 221 
Sent to other schools of same rank 2.39 809 570 
Sent from primary to grammar 194 535 331 
Sent from grammar to high 56 137 81 
Average number belonging 1983 3854 1861 
Average daily attendance 1544 3223 1679 
Although the amount appropriated for the schools is 
not stated, the prior committee had recommended an appro-
priation of $25,500 for the year 1844-45. This year's 
committee recommended one of $26,500 for the ensuing year. 
20th Annual Repo~t {1845-1846) 
Largest appropriation yet.-- At this time the popu-
lation was 30,000 and -the school population {average 
number belonging) was 3770. The whole number of differ-
ent pupils entered since March 1845 was 7446. It was 
felt that the sum of. $26,000, the largest yet appro-
priated for the schools, was worth while considering 

"the intrinsic value of a correct moral and in-
tellectual education to any community, but 
especially to a manufacturing one, where the 
great problem is to be solved whether we have 
virtue enough to save us from the moral and 
physical degradation which have overtaken similar 
pursuits in other places.~ 
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Thirty pupils per school.-- There were 36 primary 
schools with an average number belonging of 1069, which if 
equally divided would give 30 pupils to each school. 
Twenty teachers were named as having given meritorious 
service. 
Primaries investigated.-- This year the rule regard-
ing vaccination was given stress and a personal examina-
tion of all primary schools was made in October, 1845 in 
regard to it. 
A resolve to check the school attendance of children 
under four years of age, recommended by last year's com-
mittee, was made by the Mayor and the Aldermen. As a 
result, instead of 361 such children in school last year, 
only five were attending school this year. 
Use of blackboards increased.-- In the primary schools 
the use of slates and blackboards had increased greatly. 
In some drawing was introduced "affording a fund of amuse-
ment, banishing an amount of unoccupied time, and giving 
a delightful air of quiet employment to the whole school."g/ 
1/l§IS., pg. 3 
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More Erimaries.-- Three new primary schoolhouses were 
added. One new school was established, No. 36 (Moody 
Street), and another, No. 31 (Chelmsford Street) bad gone 
into operation in one of the new school houses. 
In a candid statement the committee said of the 
primary schools that "collectively their condition never 
was better," some schools being a pleasure to visit, while 
some "were dragging along an unhappy existence, with some 
outward show of vitalitY., but with scarce any of healthy 
!I 
vigor and usefulness." Some of these schools had shown 
recent improvement. 
New buildings imperative.-- The committee suggested 
that two new houses be built shortly for primary schools 
No. 16 (Suffolk Street corner}, and No. 33 (Church 
Sreet), now kept in a ward-room, and that other houses be 
built for one or more schools to be established. Primary 
26 (Fenwick Street) should be removed from its "present 
unfortunate location." The committee wailed, "So rapid 
is the growth of our city ·that the most liberal measures 
of expenditure for these objects by one council scarcely 
at all diminishes the call upon the attention of the 
2/ 
succeeding one."-
!/!hid., pg. 5 
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Poor ventilation.-- The interiors of several schools 
had been improved during the year. The topic of better 
ventilation occupied the committee. After stating that 
the average man consumes or destroys about 240 cubic 
feet of air in an hour or four cubic feet per· minute, the 
committee announced that 
"Our best primary school-houses are about 
twenty six feet by twenty four, and ten feet high~ 
containing therefore six thousand two hundred and 
forty cubic feet, which would be sufficient per-
haps for four men during the six school hours; 
yet we confine about sixty children in them for 
that length of time, with lungs, it is true, much 
less capacious than those of adults, but more 
sensitive and more easily deranged or diseased."!/ 
Testing in grammar schools.-- Of the grammar schools 
there was a difference in moral tone among them, as well 
as in average scholarship. The committee spoke of the 
careful examination of the l iterary progress of the 
pupils once every quarter, under the supervision or its 
members to admit pupils to the high school. This lasted 
between one and two days. 
Yearly Average 
The general average for the year in each grammar 
school follows: 
prbia., pg. 4 
No. 4 - Mr. Morse 6.71%. 
No. 8 - Mr. c. Morrill6.36%. 
No. 3 -Mr. Kimball 6.29% 
No. 7 - Mr. Pooler 6.02% 
j 
No. 5 - Mr. Shattuck 
No. 1 - Mr. Merrill and Balch 
No. 6 - Mr •. o. H. Morrill 
No. 2 - Mr. Graves 
6.01% 
5.8%. 
5.75%. 
5.34~ 
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Result of admission examinations.-- The results or 
the four examinations of the ~ear for admission to high 
school tor the past three ~ears was tabulated as follows: 
1845 1844 1843 
Number examined for high school: 
Number admitted 
Number rejected 
Attained higher bhan necessary rank 
--
221 
141 
80 
124 
223 
150 
73 
117 
2'~2 
140 
72 
134 
A total of 64~ was admitted to the high school, from 
the grammar schools, whose combined average daily attend-
ance was 1221. 
The committee noted the resignation of Joshua Merrill 
as principal of grammar school No. 1 (South Street), for 
18 years with a complimentary resolution. One grammar 
schoolhouse was built during the past year. 
High school a model.-- The high school was said to 
have acquired a high character for thorough instruction 
in the fundamental branches of a common-school education. 
The aims and policies of the committ~e in regard to the 
high s.chool were described thusly: 
"The child's opportunities are golden 
opportuni.ties, soon to pass away and never to 
return. How much more important then that the 
foundation of sound learning should be laid 
broad and deep, rather than that time should be 
frittered aWay in bestowing a little attent1on 
upon a great variety of studies. These consider-
ations have always weighed with the Committee in 
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excluding many branches from this school, whose 
general usefulness we have never questioned.This 
aim of the Committee, of restricting the branches 
taught to a few of the more important, of requiring 
in them a thorough drill~ and a critical study of 
the elements and first principles~ perhaps deprives 
it of a portion of ephermal popularity." Adding 
that its lack of color during examination~ and its 
strict discipline prevents certain young people 
from entering, the discussion continues "Nevertheless, 
it is a very desirable school, a model of good order 
and efficient instruction, and its present good con-
dition is owing to a concurrence of circumstances 
.without Which no school can flourish.!/ 
Data of high school.-- Large numbers of interested 
spectators were attending the high school quarterly exam-
inations. It was reported that Mr. Forbes, principal of 
the male department, had resigned in July after several 
years in office. The attendance had gained 8.6% over the 
year before. The high school attendance fo:r· the past 
four years was as follows: 1842, 299.3%; 1843, 313.9%; 
1844, 298%; 1845, 333%. 
Large number of teachers.-- No less than 116 indi-
viduals were employed as teachers this year. Of these 
10 resigned, 35 were employed temporarily~ and 17 were 
elected to permanent places. 
ManY never enrolled in school.-- The committee re-
minded the citizens that Lowell had many young persons 
not enrolled in the public schools, and who never have 
been. Quoting from the Abstract of the Massachusetts 
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School Returns for the current year, the facts were 
brought out tba t of the whole number of persons between 
four and sixteen years of age, in these towns, there 
attend school: In Charlestown, but 72% 
In Boston 66% 
In Medford 66% 
In Cambridge 60% 
in Lowell 61% 
The danger in this was pointed out as follows: 
"There exist, in our very midst, influences 
which are daily working to deprive us of the 
benefit of one-third at least of all our labors 
and expenditures. As certain as children have 
all the passions of riper years, and almost .all 
the propensities; as certain as the habits of 
early life will stamp the character of the man; 
as certain as, according to the statistics of 
our establishments for the punishment of crime, 
the ignorant stand three times the chance to 
be vicious that the educated do, so certain is 
it that this City of our hopes has an interest 
in arresting this evil which should arouse every 
philanthropist and Christian. Let then the in-
fluence of our Common Schools become universal, 
for they are the main pillars of the permanency 
of our free institutions; a protection from our 
enemies abroad, and our surest safety against 
internal commotions."l/ 
21st Annual Report (April, 1846-December 31, 1846) 
Grammar schools crowded.-- This year No. 7 Grammar 
school was situated on East Merrimack Street instead of 
Washington Street (both in the Belvider e section) The 
grammar schools were generally prospering, if crowded. 
1JfE1d., pgs. 17-18 
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Suit brought against teacher.-- An unusual ca se 
involving a teacher in No. 6 (Lowell Street) grammar 
school was brought to court during the year. The rare 
occU!'rence happened thusly: 
"For an aggravated offence against common 
decency in open school of one hundred and fifty 
pupils of both sexes, committed by a notorious 
Offender, the teacher inflicted corporal punish-
ment. This was adjudged by the parent to be 
extremely and dangerously severe, and this judgment 
was supported by his friends, and as usual by the 
enemies of the teacher, of course including not 
only a large number of those throughout the City, 
whose children had been the subject of similar 
discipline, but a large party who may be found in 
any town ready at any call to take part against 
law and order. All efforts of the Committee and 
individuals to calm a tempest of such elements 
were misconstrued and useless. A suit was com-
menced, and after months of postponement and 
delay, during which no pains were spared, by 
misrepresentation and exaggeration, to poison the 
minds of the community, the case was brought to 
trial, and the teacher subjected to nominal 
demages."l/ 
Annual report covers nine months.-- During the year, 
the State Legislature passed a law that the municipal 
year should end on the first Monday in January. The 
school committee asked the City Solicitor's opinion as 
to the legal time of making the Annual Report. Since 
the committee would expire at the date above-mentioned, 
it was decided that the Annual Report should cover the 
last nine months of 1846. 
1/Ibid., pgs. 12-13 
--
1'(J P1\_RENTS AND GUARDIANS. 
T h e followi ng are t he Regulations of the High School, and are published in this form in order to arr est the 
attention of Parents, and all others connected with its Pupils. 
AHT. 1. R (/111.-I!JUl Dc~;ign . This school i ~ instituted 
wi1 h 1 he c·spre,.: . ; . purpn.-:e or ftll in!!; youn~ men for col-
Ic;,\'<' . allll pl'l' ll:c li lt ).!: thn,.:c who arc not intended for a 
c()\\,·.~ i ak cour,.: c: c,r sluuy, in the branches of a good 
Engli ."h L' tlll <" :t l iun . 
Awr. :2. Q11al!ficutions .for .admission. Camlidatcs 
for admi ~,.: i un ~ha ll procure from the instructers of the 
schoob I hl'} last al!cndcd, ccrtiri catcs of good moral 
cltarac!cr, and prc.;umctl qualiricat ions for admission 
into lit is ·clwol. They must be able to spell correctly 
in any part of the National Spelling--book; to read well 
in common reading, aml readily tell the meaning of the 
words ; to m ·ite a fair legible hand; and to ans\\·er ques-
tions pi·ompll_ · li·om any part of the Intellectual Arithme-
ti c. They must haYe studied understandingly some ap-
pro,·ed system of Arithmetic as far as to Single F ellow-
ship, and bear a sa!islactory examination therein. They 
must abo be familiar with the rudiments of E nglish 
Grammar and Geography. 
AnT. 3. Time of .lldmission. An examination for 
admission to the High School, shall be held on the last 
day of each term, and to be conducted by the instruc-
ter;; of the same, and the school committee, and none 
shall be admitted at any other time without special leave 
of the board. Certificates of admission shall be given 
to uch as shall be found qualified, signed by the sub-
committee. Schola1·s from the Grammar Schools must 
bring certificates from the master and sub-committee of 
the school they leave, of good character and presumed 
qualifications for admission; all which certificates shall 
be preserved on file. 
ART. 4. Government. This school shall be divided 
into male and female departments, and each of said de-
partments sliall be under the government and instruction 
of a principal, aided by one or more assistants. Each 
of saiJ principaL shall have Ll1 c chnrgc of, and be re-
sponsible for, hi s or her parttcubr tlcp<ll 'lmcllt ; and each 
of said assistants shall ha\·e the !-i0YCI'l1111 CI1t and dll'cc-
tion of his or her class while rccitin ;_;-, or in the rct· Jt<l llon 
rooms, subject however to the . ~~p~ni:" i on aml d ~rc~u on 
in matters of discipline, of the prmc1pal. The pnnc1pab 
shall repair freely for a•J vice aml aid, to the sub ~co~1-
mittee of the school. And whereas !he school IS m-
tended for the eldest a;1d moo; t achanced pupils of the 
city, great care shall be given to culliYate a becoming 
and courteous demeanor both between teachers and 
scholars reciprocally, and between the different scholars 
in their intercourse " ·ith one another. 
ART. 5. R egularity. Every schobr shall be re-
quired to attend constantly, except in sickness, or un-
der circumstances which shall render absence neces-
sary and unavoidable. In all cases of absence, a cer-
tificate shall be required from the parent, or guardian, 
which certificate shall be dated, simi! s tate the time lor 
which an excuse is requ ired, and shall in all cases stat e 
the fact that such absence was necessary or unavoidable. 
Pupils dismissed durin cr school hom·s, even by request 
· of their parents, or guardians, shall be considereu absent 
for the half day. 
ART. 6. When connection witli School lost. Any 
scholar absent from . ch ol at any one time more than a 
week, unless detained by sickness or ab .-ence from the 
city, shall thereby lo.-e hi:.J connection with the school, 
and shall be readmitted only by . pccial vote of the 
board, except ht the re:~ular quarterly examination. 
A~T. 7: Studies. Every scholar clming his con-
nectiOn w1th the school .-hall attenu to such studies on ly 
as are allowed by the board, and in such onler as the 
instructers shall direct. 
The discipline of this school is maintained by an exact sy;;tem of ma1·kincr both a to scholarship and ueportment 
with the susp~nsion of such ~s can~ot, by ~en~ler means: b~ restrained fro~ disorderly conduct. ' 
The attentiOn of parents · IS particularly mV1ted to the pnnted quartedy reports of the school which are rriven to ea~h pupil, and ~n which in~ividual merits are carefully set down, and the rank and deportment' can be seen ~t once. 
To <!nsure .strict punctuality, the do01·~ ~re locked at the hour fixed for opening the school. 
For every mst~nce of truancy the pupil1s suspended from the schoo~ and can be reaclmitteu only on the certificate 
of the sub-committee of the school. 
vVant of punctuality in returning ~o the school at the recess, i.s accounted as truancy. . 
Pare~ts are requested to commurucate freely with the teachers, especially in case.> of complaint brou o-ht home by 
the pupil. o 
st!Ji~s.very desimble that the teachers be informed by the parents whether the pupil is to pursue a course of clas:; ical 
ho~~=-mbers of the school are not permitted to leave the room, to converse with persons in the entry during school 
~ar~nts are earnestly invited to visit the school, and should feel it to be a duty to attend the quarterly public ex-
ammab.ons. LowELL, 1845. 
STEARNS & TAYLOR, Oily Printon. 
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Data on t eachers. - - Lowell now had 47 schools in 
operation, employing .7.,9 teachers, 18 men and 61 wOOlen. 
They had an average number of 3991 scholars under them. 
The total cost of teachers' sal aries was $22,875. Thus 
the average cost of each scholar was $5 . 73 per annum. In 
addition to the 79 permanent teachers, 40 were employed 
temporarily. In 32 schools there were substitute teachers 
some part of the year. 
New primaries.-- Two new prL~ary schools were estab-
lished and commenced, one in the engine house on Everett 
Stree.t, No . 37, and one at the corner of Cabot and Ford 
Streets, No. 38 . 
Final examinations for primaries begun.-- A stated 
and formal examination of the primary school first 
classes was conducted by sub-committee of the school com-
mittee at the end of the past two quarters, who devoted 
several hours to the task. Approximately 200 pupils were 
thus examined each quarter. A total of 545 pupils were 
advanced to grammar school. These classes are better 
prepared for entering advanced schools, the committee 
believed. 
Fewer admitted to hish school.-- Examinations for 
entrance into high school were in the fields of Spelling, 
Geography, Reading, Grammar and Arithmetic. Of the 101 
scholars admitted to high school in 1846, the average age 
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was 13.89 years. The results of the quarterly examina-
tions fo~ high school showed lower numbers than in the 
more recent years. A table follows: 
1846 1845 1844 1843 
-
No. examined 152 221 223 212 
Whole Number Admitted 121 141 150 140 
Number rejected 31 80 73 72 
Attained more than necessary 
for admission 99 124 117 134 
Salaries of teachers.-- Salaries at the high school 
level in 1846 were as follows: Male principal, $1000; 
female principal, $600; male assistants, $700; female 
assistants $350; writing masters, $550; grammar school 
principals, all male, received $700, their male assist-
ants $400, their female assistants $175, and writing 
master~$500. The prima~ school principals, all women, 
received $200. None had assistants. 
Subjects studied at high school.-- In high school 
the following studies were pursued in the Male Department: 
Spelling, Reading, Penmanship, Geography, English Parsing, 
Arithmetic, Book-keeping, Natural Philosophy, Geometry, 
Trigonometry, Greek, Latin, Algebra, Composition, Decla-
mation, and Useful Arts. In the Female Department, the 
following studies were undertaken: Penmanship, Book• 
keeping, French, Latin, Geography, Arithmetic, Algebra, 
Philosophy of Natural History, History of United States, 
Rhetoric, English Grammar, Reading, Composition, 
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Wayland's Moral Science, orthography and Astronomy. 
Average ntimbers in school.-- The average number belong-
ing as the year closed was 185; the average daily attend-
ance, 158; while the whole number registered was 203, and 
the actual number at the close was 176. The average nlm-
ber included 71 boys. and 114 girls. At the end the actual 
number included 68 boys and 108 girls. Eleven boys had 
perfect attendance,. and six girls. The best deportment 
was given 44 boys and 124 girls. 
Principal resigns.-- Mr. c. c. Chase had done his 
work well as boys' principal for more than a year. Miss 
Lucy E. Penhallow, girls' principal, resigned in September~ 
having had the position for five years during which she had 
had 658 girls under her, of which more than 100 were known 
to have been employed as teachers. She left with a repu-
tation for strict discipline and faithful teaching. Her 
successor was Miss Susan E. Burdick. 
The attendance percentage at high school for the past 
five years is as follows: 1842, 75; 1843, 78; 1844, 74; 
1845, 75; 1846, 72. 
Seven primar:tes erected.-- During the nine months 
seven primary schools were erected and sites purchased for 
others. Four objectionable schoolhouses were sold and land 
purchased for four others. 
All new schoOls were great improvements. A meeting 
of the Mayor, Aldermen and school committee bad discussed 
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construction faults and the unhealthy location of s everal 
of the primary schoolhouses. The City Council acted upon 
the suggested improvements. The committee asserted that 
a good school 
could not exist "in a crowded, filthy location, 
and in a gloom, ill-ventilated room," terming 
the situation a waste of public money, and 
prophesied: uThe period seems now not far distant 
when the policy of putting schools into low damp 
basement rooms and old buildings will not be de-
fended here at least, and when four more schools 
have been removed the coming year, a great ad-
vance will have been made towards equal justice 
to all quarters of the city."!/ 
Slight Revision of texts.-- The committee spent much 
time on revision of the authorized List of Books, a task 
not done for more than 10 years, with the single excep-
tion of a single reading book in the grammar schools, a 
change of readers in the primaries, and a few volumes 
of French i n the high school. However the book s chosen 
at the first incorporation of the town in 1826 were found 
satisfactory and very few rejected. 
The committee had not agreed on a system of written 
arithmet;c , although Leonard's, used for about five years , 
had been discontinued. 
I /:t!ili'i. , pg . 23 
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List of Books Used ~n the Schools 
(adopted by the School Committee, Dec. 30, 1846) 
Primary: 
Bumstead's Little Primer 
Bumstead's My First School Book 
Bumstead's Second Reading,Book 
Bumstead's Third Reading Book 
Bumstead's Spelling and Thinking Combined 
Colburn's First Lessons in Arithmetic 
Total Price: 
Grammar: 
Tfie National Reader 
Tower's Gradual Reader 
Sequel to Easy Lessons 
Bumstead's Third Reading Book 
Wells 1 School· Grammar · · 
·Emerson's National Spelling Book 
Worcester's Comprehensive Prounouncing and 
Expla.n a tory Dicti,onacy · -
Mitchell's Geography and Atlas 
Colburn's First Lessons in Arithmetic 
Total Price 
High-School: 
American First Class Book·: 
Porter's Rhetorical Reader 
Lovell' a· United States Speaker 
Wells' School Grammar 1 
Mitchell's Geography and Atlas 
Worcesterts ComprehebsivePronouncing and 
Explanatory Dictionary. · 
Parker' a Aids to English Qomposition 
-Goodrich~"s History of United States 
_Wayland's Moral Science, _(abridged_) 
NeWm.an' a Rhetoric · i -
Smellie;l:s>PbiJ..osopby of Na tul:'al H,istory 
Gutter's Anatomy and Physiology 
Gray' s Chemis·try · 
Olmsted's Astronomy 
Olmsted's Natural Philosophy 
Bigelow's Useful Arts 
Sherwin's Algebra 
Davies' Legendre's Geometry 
Davies' Legendre's Trigonqmetcy 
Surenne's French Dictionary 
Ollendorf's French Grammar 
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.10 
.12 
.17 
• 20 
.17 
• 20 
$.96 
.50 
.25 
.25 
.20 
.38 
.17 
.75 
1.00. 
.• 20 
$3.70 
.75 
.50 
.87 
.38 
1.00 
• '75 
• 75 
.38 
.42 
.68 
1.00. 
• 75 
• 60 
1.00 
1.00 
1.50 
1.00 
1.50 
1.50 
. ;1.00 
1.00 
,. 
.I 
·' 
High School (Cont'd-.} 
Boyer's F~ench Dictionary 
Mme. de Staal's Corinne 
French First Class Book 
Andrews' First Lessens in Latin 
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. Andrews' & Stoddard' s ·La ;tin Grammar 
Andrews' . La tin Reader ; 
2.00 
.67 
.75 
•83 
.83 
.83 
.83 Andrews' Exervises in writing Latin 
Anthon's Virgil 2.00 
1.50. 
1~25 
r.oo 
5.00 
Anthon's Caesa.r 
·,Anthon' a Cicero 
Anthon's Sallust 
Leverett's Ia.tin Lexiconi 
. . I 
Sophocles First Lessons +n Greek 
Felton's Greek Reader I. 
Sophocles Greek Grammar ( 
Donnegan's Greek Lexicon: 
Sophoel_!3s Exercises in Wti ting Greek 
.75 
1.25 
.75 
4.oo 
.75 
SCHOOL QO~ITTEES 
-~ < I _,,.. i ~ (Since the town was incorpo~ated 20 years ago in 1826) 
"1826 
Theodore Edsen 
Warren Colburn 
Samuel Batchelder 
John 0. Green 
Elisha Huntington 
1829 
E. W. Freeman 
Jona. c. Mor!I'ill 
Wm. Gardiner, Jr. 
Eliphalet.Case 
Harlin PillsbUry 
1832 
.Theodore Edson 
.Amos Blanchard · 
E. W. Freeman 
Calvin Gardner. 
William Twining ·. 
Elisha Huntington 
Gilman Kimball 
i 
.182?' 
l 
Theodore Edson 
Warren COlburn _ 
John ·o. Green 
Ithamar A. Beard 
J" .s .. _c. Knowlton 
John cookson 
' . :;-
1830 
. John A. Knowies 
·E .. w.- Freeman 
Eliphalet Case · 
Elisha os:rtlett 
·Josiah C~osby 
1833 
r 
Theodore 'Edson 
James Barnaby 
-Jo-hn W. Gra yes 
Wrn• T. Haydock 
Samuel F-. Haven 
Joshua Me;rrill 
., 
' 
1828 
Ebraham Merrill 
Wm.Ga!'diner, Jr. 
J~na. c. Morrill. 
John Johnson 
Harlin Pillsbury 
183:1.. 
Amos Blanchard 
Seth Ames 
Calvin Gardner 
Elisha Huntington 
Theodore Edson 
1834 
Theodore Edson 
James Barnaby 
John W. Graves 
Joshua Merrill. 
·Eliphal.et Case 
Samuel F. Haven 
William Austin 
1835 
Theodore Edson 
John w. Graves 
John Aiken 
John D. Pillsbury 
Eliphalet Case 
Thomas B. Thayer 
John Clark 
1838 
Theodore Edson 
John 0. Green 
Elisha Fuller 
Henry A. Miles 
Zenas Thompson 
Amos Blanchard 
1841 
Lemuel Porter 
David Wells 
Joseph Ballard 
Elisha Fuller 
Benjamin Green 
Robert Means 
1844 
Amos Blanchar d 
Stedman w. Hanks 
Matthias Parkhurst 
Ithamar w. Beard 
John 0. Green 
1836 (city} 
Lemuel Porter 
Amos Blanchard 
Jacob Robbins 
John o. Green 
John A. Know.les 
Thos. Hopkinson 
1839 
Amos Blanchard 
Theodore Edson 
Henry A. Miles 
Gilman Kimball 
H.G.F. Corliss 
John Smith 
1842 
John Clark 
David Wells 
John Butterfield 
Uzziah C. Burnap 
Benjamin Green 
John Aiken 
1845 
Abner H. Brown 
Ste&nan w. Hanks 
A. A. Miner 
Frederick Parker 
John o. Green 
John Wright 
1846 
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1837 
Theodore Edson 
Lemuel Porter 
John A. Knowles 
John D.Pillsbury 
Samuel Clark 
Jacob Robbins 
1840 
Amos Blanchard 
Nath. Thurston 
u. c. Burnap 
Eli ate. Fuller 
John o. Green 
Robert Means 
1843 
Amos ' Blanchard 
David Wells 
Matthias Parkhurst 
U. c. Burnap 
John o. Green 
Gilman Kimball 
Ward 1--George May, Rev. (Left city-resigned (August 24th) 
Ward 2--Theodore Edson, Rev. 
Ward 3-- A. A. Miner 
Ward 4--Frederick Parker, Sec'y. 
Ward 5--John o. Green, Chairman 
Ward 6--John Wright 
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Teachers' salaries raised.-- The committee gave 
thought to teachers' salaries this year. The city had 
many excellent teachers. The Annual Repo:r•t ate. ted nrt 
required but little foresight to discover that we were 
actually training teachers for other places, tt and as soon 
they had had some experience they secured work els ewhere, 
1/ 
and "thus enriched others actually at our own expense."~ 
Town school agents came here for "the reputation of 
our public schools was somewhat high, and curiosity if no y 
other motive, was drawing towards us especial noti ce.n 
Mindful that "Free and cheerful as have always been the 
contributions to :this cause in Lowell, in teaching as in 
everything else, valuable services cannot be commanded y 
without adequate compensation," and that frequen t 
changes of teachers were extremely injurious to the schools, 
and that "with our increased population and wealth, ev~JY 
other profession was fast rising in the social scale,"-
the committee voted salary increases effective January. 
1, '47 to teachers as follows: High school princi pal, 
$100 raise; writing master at high school, $50 increase; 
grammar masters, $100 increase; male assistants, $100; 
female assistants, $50; primary teachers $50. 
1/IlilZt·, 
2/Ibid., 
- -
3/Ibid., 
- -
4/Ibid., 
pg. 
pg. 
pg. 
pg. 
26 
28 
27 
26 
Boaton Univers i t y 
School of Education 
Library 
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Committee devoted much time to schools The committee 
spent much time visiting schools in their respective wards 
and receiving calls from teachers, pupils and pa.rents. 
conservatively, the number of days each member was credit-
ed with school board meetings and visits was as follows: 
Board meetings and visits to schools: Green, 95; Parker, 
97-r- Mine;r, 89; May, 34; Wright, 67; Edson, 90. Average 
of visit, not less than three hours. On some of the days 
schools to the number of 10 to 13 were visited during the 
whole school days. Often, three or four examinat ions 
were held on the day of boa~d meetings. The chai rman 
and secretary received $25 yearly for their added duties. 
22d Annual Report - 1847 
The school committee reviewed its earnest endeavors 
in behalf of the schools saying they had "endeavored to 
be just, both to the Teachers and to the City, and to 
l/ 
promote----- the best interests of our Schools,w-
They visited schools, conducted the quarterly examine.-
. tiona and solved the various school problems that arose 
and received visits, all apart from their private occu-
pation. 
Time of election changed.-- This was the first year 
that the term of office expired in December, so the 
Annual Report was submi tt·ed at the year's end. This 
1/!bid., pg. 18 
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board was elected the previous Decembe~, instead of March, 
as were former boards. 
There were 47 schools employing 81 teachers. 
Overcrowding in primaries.-~ Of the primary schools, 
more than a half had a greater number of pupils than de-
sired by the Statute, in 21 of them the average daily 
number for the year varying from 64 to 98. For example, 
No. 13 {East Merrimack Street), was overcrowded, the whole 
number of different scholars during the year being 238. 
An assistant teacher was placed there to help out. No 
room in the vicinity was suitable so the City council 
purchased land on Fayette Street and contracted for a 
building. 
A second primary schoolhouse was contracted for on 
Rock Stree:t, to house two schools. A new primar y school 
will be placed in the Charles Street building, and others 
provided for in the grammar school contracted for on 
lAwrence Street. 11Several schools, however, wi l l remain 
1/ 
in a crowded state. 11-
Temporary removal of schools.-- Primary Schools No. 
16 and 38, both situated in a new house on Cabot Street, 
were removed temporarily due to blasting of rocks nearby, 
one to the ward-room, Race Street, and the latter· to 
1/!bld., pg. 19 
--
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the ward-room, Middle Stree:t. When No. 38 returned to the 
Cabot Street building, No. 1 primary (Middle Street) moved 
into it. It had occupied a "gloomy, ill-ventila t ed room, 
1/ 
half under ground. n- A new school house on Adams Stree~t 
was given over to schools Nos. 15 1 22 and 32, kept for 
some years under the Catholic church, Fenwick Stre&t. No. 
20, kept in the Red schoolhouse on Central Street, was re-
moved to a new schoolhouse, Carter Street. 
Death of teachers.-- Two woman teachers died during 
the year, the first teachers to die while engaged in that 
field in the city. 
The primary schools were adjudged satisfactory, and 
the teachers were said to have varying qualifications. 
Reasons for pupils' advancement.-- The committee gave 
its opinion that a teacher's success in advancing her 
pupils to a given rank was modified by many circumstances. 
"The number or her pupils, their aptness to 
learn, home influences upon them in securing neat-
ness and punctual attendance, in giving them such 
instruction as will accelerate their progress in 
school, and in co-operating in various ways with 
the teacher in her efforts--all these particulars 
help advance the school if favorable, and retard 
its progress if unfavorable."2/ 
Grammar schools crowded.-- The grammar schools were 
said to be generally in a crowded condition, but otherwise 
satisfactory. The evils of truancy, absence and insubor-
dination were not removed. Conditions beyond the com-
1/ll1Id., pg. 19 
2/Jbid., Pg. 21 
--
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mittee's control were often the cause. 
Circus a cause of truancy.-- As an example the com-
mittee said that the schools in the south Grammar build-
ing 
"have been seriously annoyed by the frequent 
stationing of circuses in their immediate 
neighborhood, which have not only occasioned an 
unusual number of truancies, but have engros sed, 
to a very great extent, by their attractive 
music constantly heard in the schoolrooms, the 
attention of the schools themselves. If the 
good of our city demands the frequent licensing 
of these traveling companies, it is a question 
richly deserving the attention or our city 
authorities;, whether they should be placed in 
such close proximity to our schools. It is 
true that children could be so well disciplined 
as to persevere in duty despite temptation; 
but it is equally our duty ever to pray, in 
their behalf as we~as our own, 'Lead us not 
into temptation.'"1/ 
Results of examinations.-- Grammar school No. 5, · 
Lewis Street, sent no candidates to the high school be-
cause the qualified scholars were planning to enter the 
mills. A total of 108 scholars were passed for high 
school from grammar school out of 134 examined, and 94 
of them attained more than the necessary mark for 
admission. 
High school praised.-- The high school "already 
compares favorably with the best Academies in our y 
country," and was highly praised. The school board 
1/!bld., pg. ~2 
YI..l21sl·, pg. 2s 
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approved and the city council voted the sum of $400 for 
the purchase of "philosophi cal apparatus " for use at the 
high school. The per cent of attendance for the year was 
72. 
Large number of truants.-- The committee bemoaned the 
fact that tthundreds of parents have no j,!it appreci~tion 
of the advantages their children enjoy," causing school 
regulations to be strictly enforced by teachers. Negligent 
parents were blamed for the fact that 2500 children were 
constantly absent from the schools, and were growing up 
"in the midst of our city, in idleness, ignorance, and 
vice: and constitute an army more to be feared than war, y 
pestilence and famine." The Report noted the unsuccess-
ful attempts to burn two schoolhouses during the year, i.e., 
Grammar No. 8 (Middle Street), and Primary No. 35 (East 
Merrimack Street). 
On May l of this year there were 6089 children be-
tween the ages of 4 and 16 in the city, but an average of 
42% was constantly absent from school, thus causing the 
city which appropriated $28,350 for the schools, to suffer 
the loss of more than $11,000. The cost of instruction 
per scholar, using the average daily attendance figures 
of 3487 (or 3500, a suggested figure due to incomplete 
1nbta,, pg. 32 
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reports), was $8.10. The sum appropriated did not in-
clude the cost of new buildings, fuel and furnishings. 
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Four topics took the time and attention of the com-
mit~ee this year. 
1. Books added.-- The book list after discussion re-
mained substantially unchanged. The problem of choosing 
an arithmetic book was settled by ordering James s. 
Russell's Arithmetic for the grammar schools, and 
Frederic A. Adams' for the high school. A book of 
·Racine's was added for use of French classes a t the high 
school. 
2. Salaries virtually unchanged.-- Salari es were 
given attention. It was decided that they woul d remain 
a -s fixed last year except that the assistant male 
teachers at the high school were to receive the same 
salaries as grammar school principals. 
3. Vacations extended.-- Vacations were dealt with. 
Due to sickness on the part of teachers and pupils, and 
the warm weather of summer, reduced the numbers in the 
schools materially. It was resolved that vacations would 
extend from the - last Saturday in July to the first Monday 
in September; Christmas week; two weeks from the Saturday 
next preceding the first Monday in April; a closing of 
schools on Wednesday afternoons. 
This arrangement was hoped to please parents and 
children, especially the August vacation, and it was 
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thought to "afford relief to teachers also, at a time when 
they will most need it; and enable them to return to their 
1/ 
labors invigorated and refreshed."~ 
4. Less corporal punishment desired.-- The committee 
spoke of corporal punishment and wished "that good order 
may be secured without its infliction," and r e commended 
that good order be secured by the "mildest poss1.ble 
2/ 
means."- They regarded that teacher as moat successful 
"who, in securing good order, finds least occasion to 
3/ 
address his pupils' fears rather than affections."-
Two civic groups to act together.-- Although by the 
city charter, the mayor and board of aldermen became the 
school committee, it bad been the custom (with one ex-
ception) each year to authorize the six men elected as 
school committee by the several wards to perform all 
duties of the school committee. At the year's start it 
was decided that the two b.oards should act together, at 
least in part, and the follo~ng provisions were adopted: 
"1. The members of the School Committee chosen by 
the respective Wards, shall constitute a sub-
committee, upon whom shall devolve exclusively 
the duty of electing and removing teachers. 
2. Said Sub-Committee shall have the whole control 
and supervision of the schools and teachers in all 
matters of regulation and discipline. 
3. They shall select and adopt 811 the books and 
apparatus to be used in the Public Schools. 
1/Ibid., pg. 30 
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4. It shall be their duty to visit all the schools 
from time to time, to make the whole Board an annual 
report of their progress and condition and to make 
up the annual return to the secretary of State, re-
quired by law. 
5. Whenever any two members of the Sub-Committee, 
before final action had upon any subject properly 
coming before them, shall signify a wish that the 
same be referred to the whole Board, it sha l l be 
so referred. 
6. The wnole Board shall hold meetings once a month, 
shall fix and determine the compensation of teachers, 
and shall act upon all bills and expenses incurred 
for the services of teachers, repairs, furn i ture of 
school houses and other incidental charges. 
7. Another Sub-Committee of three members from 
the Board of Aldemen, shall be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to determine upon and execute all 
necessary repair~ and alterations upon school-houses 
and their appurtenances, and to procure all neces-
sary furniture, fuel, etc."l/ 
Due to the augmented s·taff there were 13 members on 
the school committee. 
23d Annual Report (1848) 
Reorganization of School Board.-- The school board 
was organized in a slightly different manner from the pre-
vious year. The plan was as follows: 
"The six gentlemen elected by the different 
Wards were constituted the ·ward School Committee; 
and to them was assigned the general management 
of the internal affairs of the Public Schools. 
it was their duty to recommend to the whole Board 
such regulations for the Schools as they deemed 
advisable, to propose such changes in thetext-
books as were thought best, to nominate all 
1/Ibid., pgs. ~-28 
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teachers employed in the public service, to suspend 
from active duty any Teacher, for satisfactory 
causes, till the next meeting of the Board, to 
audit the quarterly bills of the Teachers, to pre-
pare the Annual Report, and to perform other minot 
duties. All the other duties of the School com-
mittee devolved upon the whole Board."l/ 
Must report cases of punishment.-- Again this year the 
subject of corporal punishment was taken up. A rule was 
adopted requiring the principals of the high and grammar 
schools to report to the ward school committee monthly, 
all cases of corporal punishment, with the name and age 
of the pupil punished, the offence with which he was 
charged, and the nature and severity of the punishment. 
The high school sent no reports, having no cases of such 
punishment. 
Use of rod permitted.-- Teachers tried to do without 
the rod, but at least two found it impractical. Although 
the committee didn't wish to foster corporal punishment 
as a method, still they thought it "an evil to be endured, 
not a good to be encouraged.'' They questioned whether 
"proper order can be secured and the ordinary progress in 
study made, in Schools constituted as ours are, without 
the use of the rod." Although wishing to see it abolished, 
the committee stated that "Teachers should be fully and 
heartily sustained in the proper and legitlinate administra-
Y 
tion of this kind of punishment." 
1/Ibid., pgs. 9-10 
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Paid music instructors.-- The City Council having voted 
an appropriation of $800 for instruction in vocal music in 
the high and grammar schools on March 23, 1848, two men 
were appointed instructors. They were to give half hour 
lessons twice a week. This was the first tline music as a 
subject was given financial status by the committee. 
Ventilators put into schools.-- Problems of warming 
and ventilating the schools caused worry. "Emerson 's 
ventilator" was put into all new buildings and several of 
the older buildings thi s year. The committee felt guilty 
of a great wrong if "while we seek to nourish and 
strengthen the mind, we deform the body, or curb its 
1/ 
growth, or diminish its vigor."-
Prospective teachers to take examination.-- A rule 
was adopted and followed that all applicants for teaching 
positions be examined in the branches taught in the 
schools. From the large number of applicants, the suc-
cessful ones were placed on a list of approved candidates 
and from that number the future teachers were selected. 
State law regarding candidates.-- This was in ac-
cordance with a state law regarding teacher candidates. 
The Statute follows: 
"The School Committee shall require full and 
satisfactory evidence of the good character of all 
instructors who may be employed in the public 
yrbid., pg. 12 
schools in their town, and shall ascertain by per-
sonal examination their literary qualifications and 
capacity for the government of schools." 
Every instructor of a town or district school 
shall obtain of the School Committee of such town, 
a certificate in duplicate, of his qualifications, 
before he opens such School, one of which shall be 
filed with the town treasurer before any payment 
is made to such instructor on account of his ser-
vices." (Revised Statutes, ·chap. 23, Sects. 13 
and 14) • .!f 
All teachers to be tested.-- All teachers then 
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serving in Lowell were required to pass an examination 
before the ward committee at annual election time, before 
starting the new term. It had been discovered that very 
few local teachers had ever passed any exa~ination for 
teaching. 
New primaries.-- In the city now were 42 primary 
schools. Three opened this year in the follo~ng loca-
tions: No. 39, Charles Street (in a remodelled house 
suitable for tW' schools); No. 40 Rock Street (new house); 
No. 41, new building, corner of Fayette and Chestnut 
streets. A No. 42 school would operate next year, and 
would occupy the basement of the grammar schoolhouse, 
Lawrence S tree:t • 
serious overcrowding.-- Overcrowding was common in 
the primaries· Four or five such schools contained nearly 
1/Ibid., pgs. 13-14 
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twice as many pupils as the statute authorized. In the 
schools on Adams and Lewis Streets, having rooms of 50-
pupil seating capacity, there were between 80 and 90 aver-
age attendance. This was due to the disbanding of a large 
private school formerly kept in a Catholic church basement 
nearby. To relieve the situation land had been negotiated 
for at the corner of Adams and cross Streets . 
Geography, a new subject.-- In some primary schools 
the most advanced pupils were given a new subject, 
Geography, and used "Smith's First Book in Geography." 
The primaries bad improved so from year to year that 
now there were only two or three improvements necessary. 
There was still a striking difference in the character of 
the school bodies. 
Colburn school dedicated.-- Although the number of 
grammar schools remained the same, a new house was built 
th i s year on Lawrence Street, costing about ~~14,000, suf-
ficiently large to accommodate one grammar school and two 
primary schools. The former already established by the 
City Council, would open next term, while the latter were 
not yet established. The building was dedicated on 
December 13, with exercises. · Rev. Theodore Edson gave 
the address, and Rev. Mr. Burnap offered prayer. The 
school was to be named the Colburn Grammar School 
"in honor of the late Warren Colburn, Esq. of 
this city, who wa:s distinguished by the purity 
of his life, by his valuable contributions to 
the number of our common-school-books, and by 
the interest which he ever manifested in the 
cause of education."!/ 
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In the grammar schools the yearly average daily attend-
ance was 1415. Several of them were crowded, but the 
Colburn School was expected to ease the difficulty. 
Raise standards of .grammar schools.-- Becaus e the 
great majority of children ended their school education 
in the grammar grades, an attempt was made to rai se the 
standard of study by introducing into the course of study 
"Willson's History of the United States," and".Tarvis's 
Physiology." 
Truants mostly boys.-- The evil of truancy in .grammar 
schools was discussed as chiefly confined to the boys, and 
with teachers claiming the habit almost impossible to break 
up. The committee suggested that in the ensuing year 
teachers keep an accurate account of truancy cases . 
Discipline important.-- Continuing the commi ttee as-
serted that 
"correct discipline is unquestionably the first 
thing in every good school; and its results cannot 
be spread out on paper or exhibited in a tabular 
for.m; they must be seen and felt, to be appreciated. 
But a truly good School is not made by sound disci-
pline alone; the teacher must be something more 
than a master; he must be an educator; be must 
possess 'an aptness to teach;' he must be f ruit-
ful and correct in illustr.ation; be must have 
patience and perseverance; and, above all, be 
!/Ibid., pg. 18 
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must feel that it is a high calling to be continually 
making everlasting impressions on the human mind."1/ 
Some of the results of examinations for high school 
by years may be seen in the following table: 
Results of Entrance Examination bz Years 
1848 1847 1846 1845 1844 1843 
No. Examined for 
High School 189 134 152 221 223 212 
Per cent admitted 
by merit 691 75 
Whole No. admitted 165 108 121 141 150 140 
No. rejected 24 26 31 80 73 72 
More Girls attendin~ high.-- The number of' girls in 
high sc~ool was considerably larger this year than in any 
other. The average daily attendance in recent years fol-
lows: 
1846 - 86 
1847 90 
1848 - 120 
The average number belonging for the same years was 106, 
109 and 144. Due to overcrowdedness desks have been placed 
on the platform and in some of the aisles. The committee 
cons idered either making another high school ~y securi ng 
another room, or to raise the standard of admission. The 
latter was decided upon. Candidates must now obtain a 
larger number of merit marks to be successful than here-
tofore . 
Boys leave school for work.-- An observation was made 
that the boys' department was usually smaller than the 
1/Ib!d., p_gs. 20-21 
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girls', but that other high schools elsewhere usually 
showed a like situation since "Boys are ready for business 
at an earlier age than girls, their time is more valuable, 
ll 
and consequently they · are sooner withdrawn from schoo 1. n-
A priest, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edward H. Viau was hired to 
teach the French language as an experiment during the last 
term. He taught the girls six hours per week, and the boys, 
two hours. 
The percent of attendance at the high school for some 
years was as follows : 
1842 1843 1844 1845 1846 1847 1848 
-
74 78 74 83 77 72 74 
There follows a table of assorted facts prepar ed by 
the boys' principal. 
1/Ibid., pg. 25 
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High School Statistics (Boys) 
M 
Whole No. admiited. in 1845, 
1846, 1847 
Ave. No. admitted annually 
Ave . No. upon the quarterly 
catalogue 
Ave. daily attendance 
Percent of attendance 
Percent of absence 
Annual expense (Salaries, rent, 
161 
54 
76 
61 
80 
20 
F 
247 
82 
136 
95 
70 
30 
fuel, etc. $3,150. $3,200. 
Am't. lost due to absences, 
annually 
Am't. of daily teaching, in 
hours 
Math. hours per day 
Greek and Latin hours per day 
Writing hours per day 
All other studies per day 
$ 
Ave. time of membership, in years 
Ave. ac tual attendance, in years 
Ave. age of pupils, in years 
630. $ 
15 
3 
4 
3 
5 
1.42 
1.14 
14.2 
960. 
27 
3.5 
2.5 
3 
18 
1.52 
1.07 
15 
T 
408 
136 
212 
156 
74 
26 
117 
$6350. 
$1590. 
42 
6.5 
5.5 
6 
24 
1.49 
1.10 
14.7 
Parents' occupations.-- Parents of high school boys 
bad the following occupations during the term ending 
December, 1848: 
Overseers in the mills 15 Carpenters 
Widows 8 Belt and Harness 
Traders 9 Makers 
Laborers 5 Bakers 
Machinists 5 Masons 
Lumber dealers 3 Clergymen 
Agents 3 Painters 
Shoemakers 3 Stablekeepers 
All others 19 
Absences inexcusable.-- The high school principal 
reported that more than one fourth the expense of the 
s,chool was sacrificed by the non-attenc'l.ance of members 
for which he claimed there was no reasonable excuse 
3: 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
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in moat classes. "Many indulgent parents allow almost any 
1/ 
apology for the absence of their children."- cont inuing 
Mr. c. c. Chase, principal, declared: 
"The conscientious parent should be aware 
that the question of punctuality involves higher 
principles than those of expedience or utili t y. 
It is a question of j ustice. 
To these results of irregular attendance, it 
should be added that the pupil who is frequently 
abeent, is liable to bring discredit on his 
Teacher, and disgrace his class on days of public 
exam ina tiona, to lose his relish for s tudy, to 
acquire a notion, most ruinous to a man of business, 
that the slightest causes may withdraw him from the 
regular duties of his vocation in life, and, in 
general, to contract such dilatory and irregular 
habits as will tend to render him unworthy of 
occupying positions of trust in future life."2/ 
Non-classified course for some.-- Mr. Chase noted 
that the boys appeared to devot e almost as much time to 
the study of Greek and Latin as to the other studies. He 
urged those who did not intend to pursue these studies at 
length not to start them. He said that "A smatter ing of 
Latin is of far less value to a man of business t han a 
correct and substantial knowledge of the common English 
3/ 
branches. u-
Thousands of chi ldren not in school.-- The committee 
expressed horror over the 6,318 children not connected 
1/!b!d., pg. 27 
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with any school, between the ages of four and sixteen, 
whose destiny seemed one of poverty, vice, crime, the 
almshouse, the hospital and the prison. They hoped the 
State would pass. a universal law of compulsory attend-
ance at school, as a follow up to the one requiri ng child-
ren under 16 to attend school three months of the year if 
they wish to be employed in manufacturing establishments. 
The 24th Annual Report {1849) 
Rea ting Problems centered.-- Heating of buildings was 
given some attention. The committee rid itself of a vex-
ing problem by authorizing the Superintendent of Streets, 
in conjunction with the Mayor, to take charge of all the 
heating apparatus in the public schools. This included 
supervision over the supply of fuel, repair of stoves and 
furnaces and the building of furnace fires. It was 
thought this 10uld mean a great saving of expense to the 
city. 
Teachers not -to contract bills improperly.-- A rule 
was made that no teacher should order any repairs ot make 
purchases of furniture for his or her school without a 
written order from the committee on repairs, not because 
this was common, but because bills were submitted by 
firms without naming the person who made the purchase. 
Henceforth, all bills W)Uld be accompanied by proper 
vouchers. 
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Changes at high school.-- At the high school a 
teacher of Natural Sciences was hired to divide the time 
equally between the two departments, while an assis,tant 
in the girls' department was dismissed. Prior to this 
change, four teachers served the girls, who had a n av rage 
da ily attendance of 116; while two teachers presided over 
the boys, with an average daily attendance of 81. This is 
exclusive of the musing and writing teachers. 
Overcrowding continues at high school.-- The committee 
did not limit the number of admissions, as had been sug-
gested by a previous board, so over-crowding continued. 
The average daily attendance of the boys increased thusly 
in four years: 1846, 58; 1847, 59; 1848, 64; 1849, 81. 
The boys numbered more than in any preceding year. On 
five occasions did the enrollment exceed 100, namely: 
March, 1842, 106; March, 1844, 105; and the three ter.ms 
of the past year, with the respective numbers of 117, 
lll and 101. 
e-. 
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Grammar schools given names.-- Names were given to the 
gramma~ schools this year as follows: 
No. Princieal Name In Honor o:f , Mr. Balch Edson School Rev. Theodore Edson,D.D .• 
2 Mr. Fisk Hancock ·tt John Hancock 
3 Mr. Kimball Washington" George Washington 
4 Mr. Heywood Franklin ,U Benjamin Franklin 
5 Mr. Shattuck Mann I It Hon. Horace Mann 
6 Mr. O.H.Morrill Adams ; tt John Quincy Adams 
7 Mr. Pooler Moody tt Paul Moody 
8 Mr. a. Morrill Green u Dr. John o. Green 
9 Mr. Walker Colburn It Warren Colburn 
Grammar school £Upils examined.-- The Colburn school 
began operating at the beginning o:f the year, and became 
large and prosperous during the year. As a result o:f the 
examinations :for 1849 o:f the !192 grammar school pupils 
f 
examined, 135 were admitted, 'and 57. rejected. A total o:f 
63 were admitted by merit. Certificates to enter the 
mill were given 171 pupils. 
Need for-more primaries~~- Forty three primary 
schools, embracing 2,975 pupils, or 69 to each school, 
were in session this year. Two were organized, No. 42, 
in the colburn schoolhouse, Lawrence Street, and No. 43, 
i 
in the new house, Cross Street. Another, No. 44, is 
destined to operate next year in the same house,.having 
been established by the City Council. Yet, due to over-
crowded conditions in the vicinity,· still another primary 
I . 
school will be needed, as the three schools on Adams 
street average nearly 100 pupils each, and the two on 
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Lewis street, about 90 each .• i The Belvidere section pri-
i 
mary schools are crowded, too, necessitating a new one 
soon. One of the schools has ne~rly 100 pupils. Primary 
No. 8, Mechanic Stree;t, vas so large that an assistant was 
given the teacher. 
Schools well-lighted .. -- : Most of the primary schools 
were now well-lighted and well-ventilated. Several have 
po:rtraits and busts, pictul:'es of natural history subjects, 
and sets of outline m9:ps adorn the walls, the latter 
! 
donated by teachers· or parent,s of the pupils. 
Faulty construction of schools.-- one schoolhouse 
was erected this year, two stories high, accommodating 
four schools, at a cost of $3,300, including the land, 
i 
situated at the corner of Adams and cross streets. 
This school, Primary No. 43, opened late in the year, 
being transferred from a temporary shelter in a ne~rby 
! 
Catholic church basement. Already it was feared that the 
I . 
i 
building was not constructed ~sely, as the lower rooms 
; 
have windows only on one sidej causing improper ventila-
' 
tion. In summer the two lower rooms.would. be excessively 
I 
hot. 
Another sample of faulty;construction was the 
! 
Middlesex street gra.mm.a!' schoql building, which had a 
leaky roof and belfry. It was the source of trouble ever 
since it was e!'ected. 
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Additions to schools suggested.-- Several primary 
school buildings in highly populated areas were only one 
story high. The houses on Paige and Mechanic Streets 
were given as examples. The committee suggested that 
when they needed to be enlarged~ that second stories be 
put on them, rather than that new buildings be erected. 
School buildings praised.-- Generally speaking the 
committee believed the local school buildings to be ex-
cellent, stating that with the exception of Boston "there 
is probably no city in New England where the houses are 
1/ 
so well constructed and so costly as in Lowell. u-
Schoolhouses at Providence, R. I. were said to cost only 
about $7,500 each, while those in Lowell must have cost 
nearly twice that sum. 
Sewing classes suggested.-- No action was taken by 
the committee on a petition sent to the school committee 
by a group of women and referred to the Ward school com-
mittee, that sewing be taught in the primary schools. 
Slight changes in texts.-- Because changes in t exts 
created added expense to parents of school children, very 
f ew changes were made n school books. However, during 
t he past year two changes were made. Greenleal Ts 
Ar i thrnetic was substituted for that of Russe 1 and Ada."lls 
in the grammar schools, and Russel l' s American Reader 
1/rbia. , pg. !s 
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was partially substituted for the National Reader. 
Free books for poor children costly.-- Supplying 
texts to poor children according to the state law that 
said that school committees must furnish books t o indigent 
children cost the city a large sum annually. To ease 
matters the City Council passed a law the previous year 
that teachers be supplied with books to loan pupils not 
provided for. It was revealed that in some schools a 
large part of the texts were furnished at the ci ty's ex-
pense, the parents reneging. 
Corporal punishment still practiced.-- Discipline in 
the schools was discussed, the committee confessing that 
corporal punishment was practiced to a considerable ex-
tent. The rule requiring teachers to keep a record of 
such punishment was abolished this year. In favor of the 
teachers, the committee realized that the management of 
one or two hundred children in one room " requires a com-
bination of energy, judgment and tact which few men 
1/ 
possess."-
Pupils used to corporal punishment in home.-- Con-
tinuing the committee said 
11It is too much to demand of a teacher, t ha t 
he shall govern a hundred boys without inflicting 
cprporal punishment, when half of them are daily 
subjected to the same kind of discipline by their 
parents and guardians. When the rod is banished 
from the family, then we may consider it question-
able whether it may not safely be lai d aside in 
1/Ibid., pg. 2I 
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the school-room. But so long as prisons and houses 
of correction are necessary for men, so we f ear the 
rod will be required for children.ttl/ 
Good order to be Maintained.-- The committee agreed 
that corporal punishment should not be abandoned but that 
ttits use should be limited as is compatible with 
good order. This must be maintained at all hazards, 
or t he School becomes a n uncontrollable mob. The 
extent to which it must be inflicted will vary 
greatly in different Schools, according to the 
character and habits of the pupils, a nd the talents 
and tact of the teachers.ugt 
Teacher supreme in school-room.-- Of the teacher, the 
committee said that 
"His pupils should understand that, within 
r easonable limits, his authority in the school-
room i s supreme. Hence, the less he i s trammeled 
by rules and regulations, and the more he depends 
upon hlinself, the more implicitly and cheerfully 
will his com.111ands be obeyed. "Y 
Two cases of aggrieved parents were brought before 
the ward school committee. Attorneys represented the 
parents involved. In one case, a satisfactory settlement 
was made. The complaint of the other case was of a trif-
l i ng nature, and t he fa ther of the pupi l lost the case. 
Teaching of music questioned.-- Some t axpayers fe lt 
tha t vocal music was not necessary in the schools and that 
the city ought not to pay the bills of the mus i c teacher s . 
These men quoted the Revised Statutes which declared t hat 
public s chools shall be established"for instruction of 
!/Ibid., pg. 22 
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children in orthography, reading, writing, English grammar, 
1/ 
arithmetic, and good behavior."- VoCiml music was not a 
part of the r equired list of studies. The committee sus-
tained the opposing point of view that the law did not 
forbid the introduction of suitable subjects. The City 
Council in July made a special appropriation for vocal 
mus ic instruction in the high a nd grammar schools. Two 
lessons weekly were to be given these schools, of half an 
hour each. 
New type of school suggested.-- Thought was given to 
the establishment of Intermediate Schools, a system suc-
cessfully operating in other cities. The change would 
require no new teachers, schoolhouses or books . The 
higher classes in the primaries and the lower classes in 
the grammar schools would compose the new system. 
In the present system children are received i nto the 
primaries when they reach four years of age and remain 
there until qualified for the grammar schools. They re-
main at this level for about three year s, on an average, 
and then pass to high school, or leave school. 
To enter the Inte:tmedia te School, if established, a·· 
pupil sho ld be able to read with ease. They should 
start at once the study of arithmetic and geography and 
continue reading and spelling, and remain in this room 
until advanced in study as far as the present sixth 
class of the grammar schools. 
yrora., pg. :25 
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Many advantages to intennedia. te school.s .-- The great 
advantage would be in teaching pupils about equally ad-
vanced in studies. Especially in the primary s chools 
would this system be helpful because there was only one 
teacher who had to teach the subjects, as the children 
could not acquire much knowledge through study at their 
young age. This system would also elevate the grammar 
schools, where the great mass of people acquired whatever 
education they possessed. 
25th Annual Report (1850) 
New rules adopted and printed. A new system of 
Rules and Regulations for the schools was adopted by the 
school committee early in the year and 200 copies printed 
and distributed. 
State law followed.-- The City Council, earl y in the 
year, rescinded its own law relative to the suppl ying of 
books to poor children, at the behest of the school c~a­
mittee. The state law on the subject was followed there-
after. 
Teachers number 95.-- There were 56 public s chools: 
46 primary, nine grammar and one high. Employed were 95 
teachers. 
The names or numbers of the various schools were 
placed over the school entrances by order of the ccmMittee. 
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Outline maps for primaries.-- Three new primary 
schools were opened this year, two in the new school-
house,Cross Street, and one in the schoolhouse, Rock 
Street. In all primary schools a set of Fowle's Outline 
Maps was placed. The committee suggested this be fol-
lowed up shortly with a terrestrial globe for each school. 
Primaries remain overcrowded.-- The primaries re-
mained overcrowded, many of them having more than 60 
pupils: An area needing relief was that of the Hamil ton 
Corporation, where School No. 7 was kept in a d~lapidated 
building (not city owned). All three schools on the cor-
poration were crowded. The Middle Street schooll~ouse was 
repaired with the intent of moving School No. 1, kept in 
the ward room adjoining, into it. 
A considerable difference in the skill and efficiency 
of the primary school teachers was noted, as well as a 
difference in the types of scholars provided in the dif-
ferent localities. 
Two reading books for grammar schools.-- Two new 
reading books were introduced into the grammar schools 1 
and substituted for two others with no charge to the 
pupils, the publishers accepting the exchange. The new 
books were the "North American First Class Reader" and 
the "North American Second Class Reader, 't published by 
Tower and Walker. 
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State offered dictionaries. The state legislature 
passed a law on May 2, 1850, offering to each high and 
grammar school in the state a copy of either Webster's 
quarto dictionary, or of Worcester's large octavo diction-
ary. Lowell chose the more expensive one, Webster ' s, and 
placed copies in all the grammar schools, and one in each 
of the high school ' s two departments. 
A set of Pel ton'· s Outline Maps was placed in the 
Colburn grammar school, that school not having received 
a set. 
Mann school praised.-- Rev. Dr . Sears, Secretary of 
the State Board of Education, visited , and complimented 
the Mann School, composed of Irish children, and the 
primaries, where the Irish children attended. What be 
said of the other schools was not recorded. 
School principal a difficult task. The grammar 
schools were pronounced successful, generally, A com-
passionate understanding of the problems of the· educators 
was displayed in the Report which declared: 
"The position of the Principals of our Grammar 
schools is one of high responsibili ty, and of great 
difficulty. Two hundred chi ldren and youth, of the 
ages generally found in these schools, even i f all 
were subjected to an average degree of faithful 
discipline at home , could not be kept in such 
order as the best interests of the school demand, 
without great vigilance and pains- taking. But many 
of these scholars have to receive their first les-
sons of subordination and obedience in the school-
room. At home, they are either left wholly to 
their O\~ control, or, wha t is a~most aqually 
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bad, the discipline to which they are subjected 
alternates between foolish indulgence, and exas-
perating tyranny. They find also many pernicious 
examples and influences affecting their character 
and conduct, in their evil companionships. But 
bad and good, governed and ungoverned, here they 
are, in one or our large Grammar school-rooms, 
to the number of two hundred or more, commi tted 
to the care of one man. For, though we have good 
Assistant Teachers in these schools, yet the 
responsibility of keeping order must rest wholly 
upon the Principal; while on him too, at the same 
time, devolves a large Share of the business of 
teaching."!/ 
Results of examinations.-- In the 1850 grammar school 
examinations for the high school a total of 237 pupils 
were examined, and of these 123 passed on the scoring of 
merits and 111 were rejected. Three were admitted to high 
school by special vote. The average merit score, with a 
maximum of 56, was 39.3. The examinations were written, 
with the exception, of course, of Reading. 
The examination provided for the grammar schools at 
the end of the final term of 1950 for admission to high 
school is published below. 
Examination for Entrance to High School 
SPELLING 
liquor 
scissors 
shovel 
council 
distaff 
believe 
austere 
numb 
milliner 
forfeiture 
revenue 
professor 
catalogue 
crockery 
crocodile 
discipline 
martyrdom 
prejudice 
icicl e 
intelligent 
(percent of merits, i.e., correct answers was 85%) 
1/Ihid., pg. 16 
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READING (Percent of merits in Reading was 89%) 
GP~AR Time limited to 40 minutes. 
Numbered words relate to the questions. 
1 
The taste of the English in the cultivation of land 
2 3 
and in what is 4 5 6 7 called landscape gardening, is unrivalled. 
They have studied nature intently~ and discovered an 
8 
exquisite sense of her beautiful forms and harmonious 
9 10 ll 
combinations. Those charms which in other countries she 
12 lavishes in wild solitudes, are here assembled round the 
13 14 15 haunts of domestic life. They seem to have caught her 
16 17 
coy and furtive graces and spread them, like witchery, 
18 19 
about their rural abodes.-Irving. 
1. What is taste nominative case to? 2. What does 
in govern? What kind of pronoun is what? 4. What is 
nominative to is called? 5. Landscape is used as what 
part of speech? 6. In what case is gardening? 7. What 
part of speech is unrivalled? 8. In~at case is her? 
9. Is those a descriptive or definitive adjective?---
10. In What case is charms? 11. In what case is which? 
l2. What part of speech is round? 13. What is the 
antecedent of ghey? 14, Is seem transitive or in-
transitive? 1 • In what mooa-ind tense is to have 
caught? 16. Is spread regular or irregular? 
!7. What governs witchert? 18. Between what does about 
show the relation? 19. n what case is Irving? 
GEOGRAPHY (Time limi t - 40 minutes) . 
1. Wha t sea bounds Africa on the North? at t wo 
capes a re on the Desert Coast? 3. What river runs 
through the country of Hottentots? 4. Wha<t bay on the 
East coas t, North of Caffraria? · .. 5. V\'ha t two l s.ke s in 
soudan? 6. 'fuat great Archipelago in the I ndian Ocean? 
7. 'VIJhich are the Mascarenha Isle.nds? 8. 'What Sta. tes 
does Barbary include? 9. What gr eat divisio n West of 
Soudan? 10. ~fuat countries lie on the Red Sea ? 11. ~'hat 
dese rt between the Nile and the Red Sea? 12. What i s 
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the capital of Abyssinia? 13. What parts of Af r ica does 
the Equator cross? 14. ~hat r iver between Congo and 
Loango? 15. ~bere is St. Paul's river? 16. ~~ere is 
the gulf of Sidra? 1 6. ~fuere is the Lybian Desert? 
18. Where is Bombetok Bay? 19. Where are the Lupata 
Mountains? 20. ~fuat bounds Nubia N.S.E.W.? 
(Percent of merits, 69) 
ARITHMETIC (Time limit-one hour) 
(Write the answers to the f irst four questions, and 
the processes to the others). 
1. Why will removing the decimal point in a number, 
to the right or left, alter the value of the number? 2. 
Removing the decimal point in a number two places to the 
left, divides the numb er by what? 3. In multipl ying by 
a proper fraction, why should the product be less than 
the multiplicand? 4 .. Why will 5 sevenths be contained in 
any dividend exactly seven times as often as 5 units? 
5. ~~at is the value of a bQard, at 3 cents a foot, 
which is 12 ft. 6 i n . lon~ and 2 ft. 9 in. wide? 6. What 
would be the interest of $979.15 for 3 y. 2 . m. 4 d. a t 
12 1/2 per cent? 7. ~~at is the discount, at 6 per cent. 
of $172.86 due 3 y. 4 m. hence? 8. If the freight of 
5 cwt . 3 2r. 150 miles b e $24.58, what would be the 
. freight of 7 cwt. 2 qr. 25 lbs. 32 miles? 
(Percent of merits - 38) 
HISTORY (Time limit - 40 minutes) 
1 In what year was America discovered by Columbus? 
2 Vfuat people colonized the West India Islands ? 
3 Who was the conqueror of Mexico? 
4 ~fuo first circumnavigated the earth? 
5 Under whose patronage did .Tohn and Sebastian Cabot 
sail? 
6 What River was first explored by .Tames Cartier? 
7. VVhich of the United States was first settled by 
the English ? 
8 To whom was Pocahontas married? 
9 Did Virginia favor the cause of Cromwell, or of 
King Charles? 
10 What adventurer g~ve the name to New England, and 
made a map of the country? 
11 With what Indian Chief did the Plymouth colony make 
a t1•eaty of peace, which continued fifty years? 
12 What war terminated this peace? 
13 Under the jUrisdiction of what colony was Maine 
placed, in 1652? 
14 By whom and where was "King Philip" killed? 
15 ~~Y was Canada hostile to New England in the wars 
which arose between France and England? 
13~ 
16 What made Louisb~rg a place of great importance in 
King George' a War·~l 
rr Of what religious sect were the New Haven colonists? 
18 What State was colonized by Rmaan Catholics ? 
19 Of vmat religious sect were the first · settlers of 
Pennsylvania? 
20 What were the feelings of the Indians towards 
William Penn? · 
21 Which of the United States was colonized under the 
direction of Oglethorpe? 
(Percent of merits - 81%) 
PHYSIOLOGY (Time limit - 40 minutes) 
l What are the digestive organa? 
2 What is the outer Covering of the Teeth? 
3 Where are the Salivary Glands situated? 
4 ~~at is th~ Aesophagus? 
5 State the office of the Peritoneal coat of the stomach. 
6 What is the Diaphragm? 
7 To what is t h e food reduced in the stomach? 
8 What prevents the food from passing out of the stomacH? 
9 Into what does the Thoracic Duct empty? 
10 State the sole object of eating food . 
ll Which of the blood- vessels are called nourishing 
vessels? 
12 State the office of the Arteries. 
13 State the office of the Veins . 
14 To what parts of the body are the absorbents dis-
tributed? 
l5 What is the upper part of the Windpipe called? 
16 Why is the blood carried to the Lungs? 
17 What is the Epiglottis? 
18 What does the air lose by respiration? 
19 What impurities does respired air contain? 
20 What and where are the Vocal Chords? 
-
(Percent of merits - 79%) 
A total of 91 pupils (36 boys, 55 girls) took the 
tests, and the results were the admission to high school 
of 25 boys and 23 girls. Since the gir·ls' department 
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was crowded, and many more girls than boys could be quali-
fied, the standard merit fixed for admission was as fol-
lows: Boys,37; girls, 42. 
High school principal in difficult~.-- In the h igh 
school the Report hinted that the principal, Mr. Chase, 
had been subjected to disturbing forces from without the 
school, and had gone through a searching ordeal. He con-
ducted himself in excellent manner throughout. 
Some additional chemical and philosophical apparatus 
was purchased from the sum of $550 granted the school 
co.w~ittee by the city council for the purposes of pro-
curing outline maps for the various primary schools, and 
obtaining the apparatus. 
Two teachers in the girls' department resigned this 
year, causing the committee consternation. Their places 
were satisfactorily filled. The departments were full, 
as usual. 
vocal music pursued.-- The study of vocal music was 
pursued in the high school, and in the grammar schools 
under Mr. I. N. Metcalf to the committee's satisfaction. 
City council to examine state law on truancy.-- A sub-
corr~ittee was appointed on June 29th, 1850, by the school 
committee, to look into an act of the state legisl ature 
approved May 3, 1950, relative to children who wer e 
truants and absentees from school. The number of child-
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ren here was very gr&.at. The local group reported favor-
ing the adoption of rules conforming to the provisions of 
the legislative act. The school committee adopted the 
resolution and requested the Mayor to present the subject 
to the city coun cil, t ha t the latter might make the 
necessary rules. No r esult has been heard from it at 
this time . 
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CHAPTER VII 
1851--A SEARCHING LOOK BACID~ARD--A FORWARD LOOK 
26 Annual Report - 1851 
The ye~r 1851 ushered in the second quarter cen-
tury of Lowell as a municipality, having its own school 
system. 
The previous 25 years witnessed the sudden and 
rapid growth of Lowell as a manufacturing center, the 
first such in the state. The following chart indicates 
the amazing growth in population in a quarter of .a 
century: 
No . Yearly Per Pop. Scholars Schools Teachers Appr'n Value Base Capita 
1826 2,000 350 6 (district) 6 $ls000 $ 200,000 less than (few months $ .50 
1851 34,000 5,400 60 (graduated) 103 $45 ,500 $19,000,000 more than (entire year) $1.00 
Population Growth in Twenty Five Years - 1826-1851 
salem, 1850: 15 loss per cent (primaries, inte~ 
mediates). 
New Bedford, 1850: 19 " " " in the primaries; 
12, intermediates; lO,grammar; 10, 
high. 
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Strict rules r egarding absentees.-- The highest loss 
was from 1836 to 1840, and was the reason the Committee of 
18~2 made an urgent appeal to the public to prevent 
truancy and irregular attendance. Stringent regulations 
followed. For example, certificates from parents were de-
manded for the restoration of absentees. An absence of 
five half-days in a term, the causes not certified, in-
volved forfeiture of school connection. The results were · 
favorable from 1842 to 1847 as the chart shows. 
Upswing in irregular attendance.-- Then came an up-
swing in irregular attendance. In 1851 the loss exceeded 
by four per cent any year since 1840 except 1849 (4 l/2%). 
High school girls had the greatest loss per cent in 1851 
of any year on record thus far, i.e., 33%. 
As a result of irregular attendance nearly one fourth 
of the city's educational outlay was lost this year. Th e 
Annual Report for 1851 explains the poor attendance thusly: 
"It is just to observe that the schools have been inter-
rupted to an unusual extent, the past year, bY. the 
17 
Mechanics' Fair and other public occasions."-
Inquiry into attend~nce made.-- The school committee 
conducted an inquiry into attendance, and found that the 
1/ Annual Report, pg. 7 
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two chief causes of absence were sickness and detention at 
home . Pr incipal Wal ker of t he Colburn grammar school re-
ported t hat with 244 pupils (average number belonging) he 
received in t he l ast tenn of the yea.r no less than 1300 
certif icates of absence of which more than one half occurred 
through detention at home by parents, not through illness. 
Mr ~ Walker reported: 
that 
"Kept at home by the mother, four hundred; 
the f ather, fifty; company forty-five; sickness 
in family, thirty; out of t he city, one hundred; 
work, one hundred and seventy- five; muster, 
ninety-two; locked out, sixty; storm, thirty; 
t he Fair, 16; t he Barbacue, n ne; various 
reasons seventy-three; sickness (in person), 
two hundred and twenty.n (Annual Report , pg. 7). 
Parents to blame fo r absences. -- The Report states 
ncasea have repeatedly occurred to members of 
the Committee, in which boys were found congregated 
at t he corners of t he streets, regaling themselves 
with ci gars or ndulgi ng in play, and, on enquiry, · 
i t was .ascertained t hat t hey were out of school 
by their parents' request, o r consent. u (Annual 
Report, pg. 7). 
The fo llowing table shows the loss per cent by com-
paring the average dai~y attendance in all schools with 
the whole number reported as belonging dtn•ing t he year . 
Loss Per Cent i n the Schools 
Hi s h School Grammar Sch'ls Pri mar z 
Agg. Ave. Tota l 
Whole Whole Whole No. No. Loss 
No. Los s 2f No. Los s % No. Loss % Bel. Att . 2f 
1836 164 62 1795 61 1945 60 3761 1544 59 
1837 222 59 2203 61 2218 58 4643 1839 60 
1838 220 58 2168 61 2617 64 5005 1922 61 
1639 24 6 56 2252 59 2629 65 5127 1932 62 
1840 308 49 2610 60 3215 56 5830 2884 59 
1841 383 55 2750 58 3491 58 6781 2788 59 
1842 401 56 2859 59 3994 64 7094 2875 59 
1843 384 53 2850 . 59 4369 63 7305 2984 59 
1844 368 57 2972 58 4667 65 7650 3223 58 
1845 424 64 2893 50 4434 57 7446 3117 58 
1846 331 60 2863 49 4057 56 7504 3279 56 
1847 342 54 2780 49 5176 55 7610 3487 54 
1848 391 5.3 2821 50 6128 55 8256 3807 54 
1849 401 52 2945 51 5370 58 8851 3953 54 
1850 409 52 3073 48 5627 52 8709 4283 51 
1851 381 52 2802 41 5028 55 8734 4347 50 
16- yr. Ave . 56% 55% 59% 57% 
1-' 
.p. 
ro 
U3 
From the above table one sees that close to 60 per 
cent of the whole number of chi ldren of school age 
regist ered. 
Not exact estimate.-- I n 1851 the mode of determining 
the whole number belonging to the schools resulted in an 
aggregate much excee i ng t he possib l e number of school 
children 1 so the table is too uncertain to be made the 
basis of an exact e stimate. For instance, in 1850, the 
schools r epor t ed 8851 as the whole number belongi ng, while 
the censors reported the whole number of children (5-15) 
years old t o be 5415. 
Average los s for 11 years 42%.-- If one counted the 
number of chil dren between four and 16 by comparing the 
average daily att enda nce with the whole number of ch ildren, 
the average los s for the years 1837 through 1848 would 
amount to 4~. This does not mean that 58% were in at-
tendance regularly. Some attended only for the term of 
three months required by law as conditional to entering 
the ·mi lls. A large numb e r were absent from school with 
our without cause . 
Census of pupils 5-15. - - From 1849 on the census re-
ported the number of children between five and 15 (exclud-
ing those be tween four and five - a fairly large number). 
In 1851 the whole number of children between five a nd 
15 attending school (including Centralville} was 5432. 
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Severe penalty given truants.-- This year a city 
ordinance h~posed a penalty not exceeding $20, or impri son-
ment, not only in ca ses of a cknowledged truancy :< bu t on 
every child nbetween the ages of six and fifteen years , 
who shall not attend school, and not be engaged i n a ny 
regular and lawful occupation .. n (Ci t y Ordinances}. As a 
result trua ncy ca ses were reduced to 106 in 185. 
Irre~lar attendance great hindrance.-- After stating 
that irregular attendance was the greatest obstacle to the 
success f the local schools the Report goes on to say: 
uThe neglect of s chool edu cation opens wide 
the avenues of temptation to every specie s of 
vice and juvenile profligacy, especially in a 
populous city. This city is annually taxed 
heavily by ignorance and its concomitant evils. 
Every consideration of humanity and the public-
good requires, therefore, that the entire youth 
of our city should, as far as possible, be brought 
under the influence of an enlightened school-
training. If this cannot be effected without 
compulsory laws, (and all experience now proves 
it cannot), let the law be executed. Let the 
children of neglect find protection in the muni-
cipal authority which owes to them its watch and 
care. This is demanded by the public welfare . 
In the words of a distinguished American, 'A ma n 
who ca nnot read, let us remember, is a bei ng not 
contemplated by the genius of our institut ions.•n 
(single quote by Dr. Wayland). 
State warns of poor attendance of foreign children . --
The a ssertion of the Massa chusetts School Repor t that 
"The non- attendance of foreign children at school is as-
suming a fearful importance tt cou ld be applied to Lowell 
wher e nearly two fifths of the school children were of 
foreign parentage in 1851. 
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Foreign children' s attendance sat isfactory.-- An 
inqu i ry into the s chool attendance of such children was 
made . In 183.1 the t own had appropriated $50 for a n exclus-
ive schoo l for Irish children. Up to the present year the 
Irish children bad b een liberally provided f or. From a 
census taken June 11, 1851, of the 5415 children (5 and 15), 
in the city, 1995 {37%) were born of foreign parent s . 
School estimates showed a rat i o of 36%. This was satis-
factory, indicating a better r eLative attendance of this 
class of children than was supposed . 
Error in teachers' ret urns .-- The School Report at 
thi s point a nd elsewhere pointed out t hat the established 
mode of estimating the whole number belonging in schools , 
in the t ea chers' retur ns, i s in error, since t he total was 
a n excess over the whole number returned by the census, 
thus greatly embarrassing all statistical inquiries. For 
example, the teachers' r eturns listed as the whole number 
belongi ng in 1851 as 6992; a nd number of children of 
foreign parentage as 2557. 
I ncrease in foreign element.-- There has been a gradua l 
increase of the foreign element in t he schools, and in the 
lower grades t he t otal reached nearly one half . In the 
grammar s chools, 25% were of foreign parentage; 43% in t he 
primaries; of the primaries and intermediates 4 6%. At 
thi s time i n the city of Boston, pupils of foreign parent-
age comprise the larger numbers i n the primarie s . 
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2. Grading 
Intermediate grade organized.-- Since the abolition 
of the district system in 1832, but three grades were 
recognized: Primary, grammar and high. In 1849 the 
Report recommended a fourth, called intermediate. The 
subject was considered in 1850, but not acted upo n . In 
1851 a committee was appointed ea rly in the year to con-
s ider the subject. Its report, in March, by Dr . N. Allen, 
was accepted and printed. The school board followed this 
by issuing an order. 
nordered that the War d Committee be authorized 
to convert one or more Primary Schools into a 
class of schools called I ntermediate, to be com-
posed of scholars of eight years of age and upwards, 
belonging to the PrL~arie s , who are not qualified 
to enter the Grammar schools." {Page 13, School 
Report). 
Wou ld fill great need.-- Due to the fact that the 
gramma r schools were generally crowded; older a nd backward 
children were kept in the primaries, while younger child-
ren sometimes were placed i n the grammar schools; the 
i ntermediate s chools wou ld fill a need , and make unneces-
sar y a new grammar school. Three Intermediate schools 
were opened, two i n Apr il at the Mann and Moody schools 
r espectively, and one in Se ptember at the Green School. 
The Mann, No. 1 Intermediate, started with more than 100 
pupils; the Moody, No. 2 Inte rmediate, about 80; t he Green , 
No. 3 Intermediate , more than lOOe 
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Enlargment and alterations were ca r ri ed on in the 
above- named schools during the summ er vacation. 
Saving to city.-- The new system proved a saving in 
cost to t he city in t eachers' salaries . Some 40 pupils 
in each of these schools were instructed in writing, with-
out additional charge to the city. The schools provided 
a motive f or advancement t o the Intermediates, while serv-
ing to raise the scho l arship of the grammar school. 
Praising t he attempt at more perfect classification 
of the publ c schools l ocally, the Report adverted to the 
fact that in some communities, a s i n Cambridge , a grade 
inferior to t he primary, ca lled the alphabet, was in 
exist en ce for some years. 
3. ANNEXATION OF CENTRALVII.LE 
Centralvil1e to have four schools.-- Shortly after 
this event occurr ed · on Febr·uary 23 , 1851, the school boar d 
met on March 7 to consider the exigency. The ward com-
mitt ee recommended t o the City Council t h e establishment 
of one grammar school and three priffiary schools , the 
former to bear the name Varnum school in memory of Gen. 
Joseph Varnum of Dracut. The primaries were to be num-
bered 47, 48, a nd 49. The Council resolved on March 26 
to establish from and after April 21 a 
ttGrB.ll".mar school, in the upper room, in t he 
school- house on Chestnut street, " and also three 
Primaries none in the lower room in t he school-
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house on said Chestnut street, one in the brick 
school-house on Tremont street, and one in such 
suitable room , near said brick house, or in some 
other cen t r•al and convenient place, as the School 
Committee may be able to hire." (Annual Report, 
pg. 16). 
The hous e and rooms were at once fitted and the 
schools begun. A building was erected on Fourth St·reet 
for Primary No. 49 in August and Septe..mber. The ch a nges 
added some $5000 to the school appropriation for t he year. 
4. CHILDREN IN MILLS 
State law r egarding minors working.-- More t han 15 
years have passed since the state passed a law forbidding 
the employment of any child. 
"Under the age of fifteen, in any manufac-
turing establishment, un less such child shall have 
attended some public or private day-school, at 
least one term of eleven weeks, of the t welve 
months next precedi ng the time of such employ-
ment, and for the same period during a ny and 
every twelve months in which such child shall 
be so emp loyed ." (Commonwealth Statutes) . 
The law was supposed to b e strictly enforced, the 
certifica tes being " sworn to" by teachers, a.nd obtained 
and preserved by employers . All violations were to be 
prosecuted. Another law fo rbade the employment of a ny 
child under 12 in any manufacturing establishment more 
than 10 hours pe r day. In Lowell the teachers did keep 
a record of cer tificates made out, and thi s was made 
public annually in t he School Report. (See Tab l e , pg . 
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Few Infractions of law by mills.-- The School Board 
requested this year that sub-committees for the respective 
Wards, inquire into the mill employment situation to see 
how the law was b eing enforced. The committees reported 
favorably in December. From the larger corporations no 
infractions were reported. In several places, but few or 
no children under 15 were employed. Where such children 
were employed, the certificates were preserved and readily 
shown . However, in one mill in Belvidere nine children 
were found without working certificates. The employer 
said they would be discharged immediately, so he was not 
prosecuted. In another mill 20 children under 15 were 
annually employed without vouchers, the certificates having 
allegedly been destroyed$ 
Emplo~ent statute.-- The statute declared that the 
only schools authorized to confer certificates were those 
in ¥.rb.ich 
"instruction is given by a teacher qualif ied 
according to law to teach orthography, reading, 
writing, English grammar, geography, ari t h-
metic, and good behavior." 
Thus the intent of the law was to limit confel~ing 
certificates to the grammar and high schools where these 
studies are pursued. However, in Lowell, nearly one fourth 
of the whole number granted (54) have beenfrom the pri-
maries and intermediate schools. 
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5. SCHOOL AT THE POOR FARM 
Poor farm school subject of inquiry. -- The state 
statute provides t hat the school committee "shall have the 
general charge and superintendence of all the public 
schools." (Revised Statutes, Ch. 23, Sec. 10). The School 
Board inquired into the matter of the Poor Farm school to 
see if it was properly under the care of the Board. The 
school committee in November, 1837, moved to provide a 
school at the farm, and a school was commenced shortly 
with 46 pupils attending. It still exists in 1851, having 
had occasional suspensions. The teacher is appointed by 
the City Authorities, with the salary of a primary teacher, 
paid out of the Poor Farm appropriation. There are more 
then 50 pupils. 
Private school at public charge.-- The question of 
how this school stood in relation to the free public 
schools was submitted by the Ward Committee to the full 
Board on December 2. After reference to the City Solicitor, 
the latter asserted that it was a private benefit of pauper 
children of the city. 
6. SEWING 
Voluntary sewing teachers.-- Some women preferred 
their services this past year to introduce needlework into 
the grammar schools. The school committee permi tted this, 
limiting the time to t wo hours per week. The experiment 
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was carried out, and exhibitions held at the term's end. 
The committee checked and found out that in only four of 
the 46 primaries was needle-work taught at all, and in 
these seldom, or at recess. ~fuen asked whether it was 
practicable t o introduce it, 22 answered in the negative; 
several reported favorably about it. 
Sewing taught elsewhere.-- This year Boston reported 
that in all schools in that city 
"one thousa nd six hundred and eighty children are 
taught to sew,n and the hope was expressed that "the 
industrious hanits which it tends t o form, and the 
consequent high moral influence which exerts upon 
society at large, may cause its introduction more 
extensi.vely in all their schoo 1-s. 11 (Report of the 
School Cow~ittee of Boston, April, 1851). 
What were other cities doing about the sub j ect of sew-
ing in schools? 
"In Philadelphia, ( 1849) plain needle-work was 
permitted in the girls' schools, one afternoon in 
each week. In Cambridge, (1850) it was allowed in 
the Alphabet and Primary Schools, at the discretion 
of t he teachers, with the advice of the sub - Committee, 
not to exceed one hour each day. In Salem (1850) 
sewing and knitting were permitted and practiced in 
the Primaries . 11 (Annual Report, 1851, pg. 23, 
7. PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Involved subject.-- This subj ect involved t he con-
struction, . war.ming and ventilation of schoolhouses, the 
physical habits of scholars during school hours, and in-
struction in physical science. A few years ago, of the 
150,000 scholars in the public schools of the state , only 
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416 studied human physiology. Lowell, however, has in-
cluded it in the course of all grammar schools. All can-
didates for teaching positions must by law take an exam-
ination in this sub j ect , 
Schools negligent about physical education.-- Ten 
questions regarding this subject were submitted to the 
s chools this year, and reported back by sub-committees of 
the schools. The groups reported that ventilation was de-
fective in seven out of the mine grammar schools; and in 
40 of the 46 primaries . There were thermometers for regu-
lat ing the temperature in all the grammar schoos, but in 
only 7 of the 46 primaries. Six grammar schools gave no 
physical training and 22 primaries. Active exercises were 
repo~ted as unsatisfactory in more than one four th of the 
primaries. 
Small number study physiology.-- Although physiolo gy 
is now generally taught in the older classes of the gram-
mar schools, only five per cent of the high school bo ys 
studied it this year, to 15% in 1850, and four per cent i n 
1849 . In the girls 1 department of the high school, 40% 
took this study, to 24% in 1850, and 38% in 1849. 
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8. INTERNAL CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS 
Dangers to education.-- The primary objects of all 
education are the development of mind and the formation o f 
character . Th e Report pointed ou t dangers to that educa -
tion, especially in cities as follows: Rputine (mechani ca l 
teaching); showy and superficial attai'nments; pu t t i ng time 
and labor on a part of the school population, or upon par-
t icular studies to the prejudice of others. The committee 
decried rote-teaching . Thoughts, i deas , were to be de-
veloped in the pupils. 
The Report had this to say of teachers and teaching: 
"The teacher who best wakens mind, inspires 
and educes a ctive, intelligent, earnest thought in 
his scholars, most f u lly realises the great ideal 
of an educator. And the teacher who is in competent 
to erf ect this, is mi splaced in the charge of young 
and -9lastic elements of society . 
The diff ere nce between good and poor t eaching, 
in this regard, is world-wide. I t is the difference , 
in a scool, between livelines s and stupidity, cheer-
ful study and reluctant obedience and insubordina tion, 
good a ttendance and t ruancy." {Annua l Report, 1851, 
pg . 28). 
Schools sent questionnaire and visited.-- This year 
the wa rd committee early in the year sent a series of 70 
printed questions to all schools to ascertain existing 
conditions. An swers were t o be rendered by the respective 
sub-committees , in writing, from the s chools. In additio n 
a vote was passed to visit in full committee, each gr ammar 
school and the high school. The visits were made without 
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notice and revealed a fuller view of the relative order, 
spirit and movements of the respective schools. The men 
found much to praise and many defects. 
Schools neglect elements of reading. - - The most 
prominent defect was the neglect of elementary instruction , 
particularly in r eading and cu ltivation o1· the voca l organs . 
I n many s chools there were no char t s for tea ching t he ele-
ment a o f rea ding, and where there were charts, i n some 
cases , they were not used. The knowledge of pun ctuation, 
abbreviations a nd other rudiments, was viith some creditable 
exceptio ns , found defective to a considerable extent. 
Condi tions remedied.-- As a result ,the Ward Commit t ee, 
on February 12 1 ordered all t eachers a nd prin cipals to give 
due attention 
"to t he exercise of the scholars in punctuation, 
abbreviations, the sound of the letters, including 
the exercise and training of the vocal organs, and 
the practise of the elements generally of good 
reading, as also in the Multiplication Table; 
and that exercise therein shall not be considered 
as superseded by the other regular studies of the 
school." Annual Report, pg . 29). 
The effect of this action was favorabl e in many of the 
schools. Charts of sounds of letters were furnished all 
primaries. 
Deficiency in oral teaching.-- Another defici en cy 
found in the visits was in oral teaching and illustration, 
both in grammar and primary schools. F'or examp le, in 
Geography many pupils could answer questions fro~ the text~ 
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_but ve ry few could indicate the points of the compass from 
t he school-room, or to point to localities nearby, or tell 
the dis tance to fami liar and important places. In arith-
metic , principles were taught and explained, but the pupils 
exhibited less knowledge of them. 
9. PRTiil'ARIES 
Attendance in primaries.-- These schoo l s include 46 
of the 60 public schools . The whole number belonging , 
5028; average number belonging, 2930; average da i ly a t -
t endance, 2083; total loss in ~tt endance, nearly 23%; 
average number belonging to each school, nearly 64; 
average daily attendance in each, 49. Just half exceed 
in average dai l y attendance, 50 , the number limited by 
statute f or ins truc t i on by one teacher. Eight schools 
returned an average daily attendance of 60-70; 15, 50-80; 
15, 40-50; seven, 30- 40; one, 11 scholars. 
The numb er of primarie s attended by foreign children 
_excl usively was 11, reporting 1196 as the whole number 
belonging; 668, average number belonging; 420 ; average 
attendance ; nearly 23%, loss in attendance. 
List of studies. -- The committee inquired into the 
condition of these schools which f ormed the basis of the 
school system . The s t udies included ttAlphabet, Reading, 
Spelling, Numeration, the Lord's Prayer, Abbreviations, 
Arithinet ica l Tables, PutJCtuation, the first t h ree sections 
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of Colburn's First Lessons, and Mitchell's Firs t Book 
of Geography. Deficiencies in sounds and vocal training 
h a s already been mentioned. 
Blackboards given all primaries.-- Charts have been 
supplied for sounds of letters where lacking. The Com-
mittee discovered that not a blackboard within a child's 
reach or use existed in a single primary; although a draw-
ing- table was found in a few schools, for the teacher's 
use . Every primary was supplied during the year with 
blackbqards, t o good advantage. 
Teachers visit out-of-town schools. ·To stimulate 
teaching, the ward committee invited the teachers in the 
primaries to accompany them on a visit to the normal and 
model schools in West Newton, in February. Many women 
teachers in the grammar and high schools joined the group. 
Better discipline needed.-- Singing is universally 
taught in the primaries. As regards moral training, the 
Committee thought that there was need in some primarie s 
of a more genial, considerate discipline, 'bf more frequent 
appeals to the moral sentiments, of a higher moral en-
thusiasm in the teacher." (Annual Report, pg. 34). 
Accent good behavior in schools .-- The Committee says 
further : 
"Instruction in 'good behavior', a part of 
mora ls, and strictly enjoined by the s tatute, is 
fa r too much overlooked at the present day, in 
our Primaries. Rudeness and irreverence are be-
coming more and more common among children, and 
will increase, unless a check is put upon them 
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by our public schools. rr (Annual Report, pg . 34). 
PrL~aries visited and tests given.-- A committee was 
appointed seasonally to visit every prLmary school, in 
consultation with the Sub-Committee, to inquire into the 
merits or marks of the schools. A series of topics of 
in quiry was prepared. Each school was examined on each 
topic, and its grade of merit listed. The results were 
compared with impressions or . the Sub-Committees as the 
result of their observation in the schools during the en-
tire year . Thus a correct view of the relative character 
of the schools could be obtained. However, the difference 
in materia l (pupil) and the frequent change of teachers, 
affected the rank of the schools. The Committee observed 
that "the beat schools have had the services of the aa.me 
teachers for many years." (Annua l Report, pg. 35). 
Committee makes sugge,stions.-- I n conclusion the Com-
mittee suggested that frequent visits be made t o the 
primaries by the co~mittee, parents and public; that the 
best modern appliances be employed; inefficient teachers 
be removed; and a much higher standard be used in choosing 
teachers. 
The committee reported the greatest defici ency in 
punctuation and the abbreviations in the exam inet i.o n !'l ~ 
uGreat difference was noted in diligence or study 1n 
!l 
. -
ll 
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schools, in general activity, wakefulness, and interest, 
in the stillness of schools and quiet in moving about.tt 
(Annual Report, pg. 36) .. 
10. INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS 
These schools, new thi.s year, comprise scholars over 
eight (several are over 15), taught by women. In the 
I -
three schools the vh ole number. of pupils attending was 
I, 
516; the average number belong~ng, 337; average daily at-
tendance, 258; loss in attendance, 24% (less than in the 
i 
gra..ramar schools and about the same as in the primaries) • 
. [ 
Miss· Legate 1 s school; attended' only by Irish children, 
-was singled out as an exampie of order, thorough teaching 
and intelligent modes of instr~ction. 
ll. GRAMMAR SCHOOLS 
Poorest attendance in lO years.-- In the 10 grammar 
schools, 3022-pupils constitut~ the whole number belonging; 
2405 the average number belonging; 1825 the average daily 
_attendance; 24%, loss in atten(!.ance. This loss is not 
i 
equalled by any year since 184~, and is ll% more than in 
1848. The new schools showed the greatest irregularity 
of :a:.ttendance. 
i Relative loss per cent given,-- The relative loss per 
--_ cent in attendance in the gramma._r schools, estimated in 
general for 15 years from l83"U' :through 1851, is shown 
below: 
--
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Relative Loss in Attendance (1837-1851 
Schools Loss Per Cent Schools Loss Per Cent 
Moody 15 Hancock 20 
Franklin 17 Mann 21 
Edson 18 Adams 25 
Washington 18 ColbUl:'n 30 
Green 19 yarnum 35 
·Mean loss 
--- 22% 
The-newer schools were es~imated according to their 
I 
age- With s6me exceptions, the attendance is best in the 
older schools. 
12. TESTING OF HIGH AND GRAMN~R GRADES 
-Printed examinations give? for first time.-- This year 
printed questions were submit;ted alike to all the· school.s 
at the close of the year. Th~s method was recommended by 
. ' . 
several years' trial in Bostop, Salem and Roxbury. The 
sam; questions are- presented :to all the different schools; 
. ' 
and to all the different scho,lars in .. a class; the pupils 
,. 
will have more time to answer! than if the examination were 
. I 
oral; this method procures. :facts, fair and reliable, in 
regard to each and all the sqhools; the test exhibits each 
school as it is, and by its own showing; thus are summar-
ized the adv~ntahes of the p~inted examinations. 
The closing ·examination given in December, 1851;. to 
the grammar and high schools, :ls listed below. 
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ARITHMETIC 
~. Write down fifty-seven billions, fifty-nine millions, 
ninety-nine thousand and forty seven. 
2. John Smith bought 28 yards of cloth, at $5.6'7 per yard; 
and having lost nine yards, he sold the remainder at 
$9.43 per yard. Did he gain or lose--and how much? 
3. If one acre of land produce 27 bushels, 3 pecks, 6 
quarts, 1 pint of corn, what will 98 acres, 16 rods produce? · 
4. What is the difference between Vulgar and Decimal Fractions? 
5. Multiply twenty-s ix, and one hundred and five ten 
thousandths, and divide that product by nine tenths. 
6. Find the sum and difference of these quantities,--
three;eighths of 5 and 5/7ths , and 5/49ths divided by 2 l/3. 
7 . If a staff 5 2/3 feet in length cast a shadow 6 1/2 
feet, how high is that church spire whose shadow 
measures 153 4/7 feet? 
8. How many cords of wood are there in a pile measuring 
18 feet 9 inches long, 4 feet six inches wide, and 
7 feet 3 i nches high. 
9. What is the diff'erence between ratio and proportion ? 
10. What is the difference between the discount and inter-
est of a Note of $150, on 7 months time? 
GRAMMAR 
~: ~=tm~~~s=~~n~; e~;d!?sh~~~dg!~:~c:x~~~ec~gi~:~h-
letters? 
3. Wri te the plur a l of these nouns--Sheaf, Radius, News, 
Phenomeno n, Axi s , Navy. 
4. What is the difference between the imperfect tense, and 
the pres ent perfect tense? 
Coo the following senten ces, correcting whatever errors 5
• · y ma be in them. "Let John and I have what was !her~ 0~ the table . u "I had rather go t o s,chool t o-dar, 
ay g t at home tt "I see the man when ne do ne it. · than t o s a y · " 
"Who did you see, it was h im. 
When i s As a r eiative pronoun; --when an adverb; and when 6. 
a conjun ction? •t• M d ? 7 Wh t parts of soeech govern the Infinl lVe oo . 
8 : \~~t is the difference between an Adjective and an 
~~~=r~~ example of a Transitive, Intransitive, Auxiliary, 9
• Irreaular Defective and Impersonal Verb . 
10. Whatois the passive voice,lindilcatfivtheemoveordb, {~t~~=cber-
fect tense, third person p ura o • 
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GEOGRAPHY 
1. Name the distance and direction of Washington from 
here. 
2. What are three of the highest mountains in this State; 
three of the highest in the United States; a nd also 
three of the highest in the world? 
3. Mention the moat important miner als in the world, and 
the principal countries where found. 
4. What are the principal exports from Africa? 
5. Draw an outline Map of Massachusetts, noting the 
localities and names of its three largest rivers; of 
its three largest commercial, and i ts three largest 
manufacturing places. 
6. What are the pr esent forms of Government severally of 
England, France and Russia? 
7. What are the principal productions of the Torrid Zone? 
8. What natural peculiarities distinguish the Geography 
of the Western from that of the Eastern Continent? 
9. What two motions has the earth, and what do they 
respectively cause? 
10. What is the difference between a savage and a civilized 
nation? 
Leisure 
Bureau 
Believe 
Business 
Wednesday 
WORDS IN SPELLING 
Tenement 
Jealousy 
Deceitful 
Guile 
Eligib le 
Conscience 
Malicious 
Sieve 
Erysipelas 
Scholar 
Peaceable 
Sheri ff 
Ratan 
Politician 
Bass-violin 
The Comm i ttee noted particulars about the testing 
as follows : 
1. "In marking the degree of merit, the most liberal 
construction was put on all quest ionable answers. 
fuere only part of the ques t ipn was answered, or 
a process i n Arithmetic was correctly commenced, 
credit was given. I n all cases, the estimate was 
carefully made in tenths and hundredths. 
2. "It was noticed, that in nearly all the questions that 
could be answered by description or definition f r om 
t he text-book , the answer was given in the language 
of the book. 
3. "There was a marked distinction in the answers to 
the same question i n different schools, part i cularly 
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where accura te knowledge was required-showing more 
thoroughness of study i n one schoo l than in another . 
4 . nA great difference showed itself in penmanship, 
and this in answers f rom different schools, even 
where t h e same wr i ting master was employed. 
5 . "The answers f r om some schools evin ced much want of 
care in regard to neatne ss, s pelling, punctuation, 
marking decima ls, the u s e of capital letters , etc. 
6. "The greatest general defi ciency was in an swering 
the 5t h quest io n in geography, to which no complete 
answer was returned from any of the schools . A 
general failure was r emarked i n map-drawi ng . In 
several Grammar Schools scarce an attempt was made. 
In a f ew it was very well done. 
7. "In Ari thmet ic , pains were not taken to wr i te the 
fi~res di st inct l z . I n thi s regard, there i s a 
mar red defect i n our schools. 
8. ttin summing up the whole , the greatest fai l ure 
naturally a ppeared on t hos e points where the actual 
acquired knowledge of the pupi ls was ca lled for." 
(Schoo l Report, pg. 47). 
High school give s bes t showing. -- The high school 
showed a decided superio r i ty in general to the grammar 
schools, a nd the gir ls' department of t he high schoo l, t o 
the b oys' department. (The boys d id not take Geography 
in 1851, t hough it was given to them in school in 1849 - 50). 
Proportion of correct answers . -- The relat i ve p r opor-
tion of correct answers was as follows : Spelling, 69; 
Grammar, 55; Geography, 48 ; Arithmetic, 31. It would 
seem t hat t he stud. J.T of Ar .ithmetic was the weakest of all, 
and also br ought out t he wi dest extreme s of rank in t he 
schools. That i nformation is a pract ical resul t of the 
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testing. Least deficient is the studyof Spelling. 
The defici-ency in Arithmetic was thought to be due to 
the difficulty of the subject;! the increase in the curricu-
lum by the addition of Histori and Physiology; and the fact 
that admission to the high school is based upon the aggre-
gate nurnbel:' of correct answers in all the studies, and not 
upon the relative proficiency in the respective studies. 
Spelling strong; Arithmetic weak.-- A three-year 
average in the four important subjects shows a marked 
~greement with results of the ~xamination just discussed. 
The Table follows: 
Three-Yea:r Average in Four Subjects 
1849 1850 1851 
M. July Dec. Mar.July Dec. Mar. July Dec. Mean 
Spelling 81 84 80 78 72 85 72 76 77 78 
Gramrnal:'. 85 72 83 70 87 64 66 75 70 .75 
Geogi-aphy 82 70 80 65 51- 69 68 86 85 73 
Arithmetic 65 69 53 48 42 38' 37 37 36 47 
Average 78 74 74 70 63 64 -61 69 '67 68 
The Table shows the same ·relative priol:'ity in the dif-
ferent studies; the same_mean result (68%) in the girls' 
,, 
·\ section, high school; a steady and exte:nsive decline in -
Arithmetic, from 65% to 36%; and what is_most important, 
a less uniform, but l:'eal falliilg away in the aggregate of 
all the studies. It must be remembered that only select 
scholal:'s took the examinati;on for high school. It is 
-e 
-· 
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worthy of notice that during this sa.me period there was 
a corresponding decline in attendance in the schools. 
Advanced pupils given more attention.-- The Committee 
thought that the grammar schdols stressed numbers sent by 
them to the high school, thus giving.more attention to a 
small number of the more advanced pupils to the dispar-
agement of the rest. It also c. a used neglect of important 
studies. 
Written tests given in two sections.-= The written 
method of testing has been in use in regard to the high 
school admission examinations for some time. Used in 
the testing under discussion, the written examination 
consisted of lO questions each in Arithmetic, Grammar 
and Geography, and 20 words to be spelled and defined. 
The high school examinations were identical, but given 
to the· whole school, whereas~ only the two highest 
classes in gra.mmarschools·took the written teats. Since 
the 10 grammar schools were ~nder the charge of five mem-
bers, the tests had to be· given in two parts, one half 
of the schools at one t.ime, .the second half next. The 
sub-committees conducted theteats. Pupils used slates, 
and were allowed no books in the writing room where the 
testing occurred. 
Returns from all the schools, embracing over 23,000 
distinct answers, were tabulated, answers being eval-
• 
\I 
d 
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uated to a scale of tenths~ and even hundredths. 
Schools pa~ticipating in tests.-- Following is a 
chart of schools participating in the tests, the numbers 
of pupils and average ages. 
Chart of Schools Participating in Testing Program 
Schools 
Edson 
Hancock 
Washington 
Franklin 
Mann 
Adams 
Moody 
Green 
colburn 
Varnum 
Whole No. 
High School (M) 
High School (F) 
Total 
Aggregate 
No. of 
Scholars 
35 
44 
19 
38 
21 
42 
33 
42 
33 18-. 
325 
72 
95 
167 
Ave. 
Ave. 
Average 
Age 
14.2 
14.6 
13.8 
13.9 
13.8 
13.10 
13.11 
12.10 
13.10 
14~2 . 
13.10-
13.9 
15.10 
14.6 
492 Mean Age 14 
Results of tests at grammar and nigh .. -- As a result 
of the examinations~ the per cent G!f correct answers from 
the school follows: In Arithmetic, total grammar school, 
31; high, 49; in grammar the former 55, and the latter 
78; in spelling, the forrr~r 69 and the latter 81; in 
Geography, the former 48 and the latter 54. Total per 
cent of all schools in all the subjects 51% of correct 
answers, the grammar schools total being 51 and the 
high school~ 66,%'. 
'f 
'I 
The total overall average in Arithmetic was 34%; 
in Grammar, 58%; in Spelling, 71%; in Geography, 49%. 
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Only advanced classes tested.-- The tests were ex-
amined to note to what extent ~be teaching was thorough; 
bow far it cultivated the mind. In following certain of' 
the more abstract and difficult questions in Arithmetic, 
Geography and Grammar, it was found that the mean number 
of corl"ect answers from the 10 grammar schools totalled 
only 27%. The testing was given only to the two most 
advanced classes in those schools, it must be borne in 
mind. 
vast difference in schools tested.-- Investigation 
showed a considerable difference in the amount of ac-
quisition in the various studies in the several schools, 
ev~n allowing for difference in elements cOmposing the 
schools; the irregularity of attendance; changes of 
-
teachers; and the local influence of particular 
neighborhoods. · 
Other grammar classes not in report.-- The rest of' 
the grammar school classes, so.me 28, constituting 3/4ths 
of the grammar schools; is not reported upon. Their 
teachers control some 1800 pupils, to only 600 under the 
male principals. They do not. have the stimulus of' public 
notice; the office is subordinate and obscure; merit is 
not brought to public attentipn; no provision is made for 
I 
I 
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the regular inspection and examination of their depart-
ments by the principals; frequent inspection by the act-
ing school-committee is rare~ This is not just. 
13. HIGH SCHOOL 
High school in operation twenty years.-- The high 
school, pride of the public, had completed 20 years of 
existence in December 185:,}.. In the beginning the pupils 
were nctt segregated, but when the permanent building was 
first occupied in 1840, a di~tinct department was provided 
for each sex. 
Two~session day.-- The school day was comprised of 
two sessions. This year the committee voted to hold one 
session on stormy days, to end at 2 o'clock. In the 
autumn term of 1851, there .were 7 single sessions; three 
-in October; two in November, and two in December. 
Following is a table showing·the attendance this past 
year: 
Attendance at High Schoo 1-1851 
Whole. Ave. No. Ave. n. Loss 
No. Bel. Bel. Att. Per cent 
Boys· 161 88 79 11 
Girls 220 159 105 33 
Total 381 247 184 22 
The average loss in attendance shows wide ex-
tremes in the two departments. Since 1836 the mean loss 
totalled 13% for the boys, and 19% for the girls. The 
-· 
~68 
total average loss this past yee:r (22%) is a six per cent 
excess over the -~6-year age. 
School has great meri!·-~ The committee hoped that the 
internal conditions of the school would be examined in the 
future as were the e~ementary!al:ld gra:qm1ar grades this past 
year. The school has great merit which is apparent to the 
public at the quarterly visitations, when reading, com-
position and general scholarship may be noted. The·r:e 
were some deficiencies, based on the system on which it 
is .. conducted. 
High school leads in test. ·In the testing already 
referred to, the mean results in the high school were 15% 
above those of·the gra.mrriar schools. The aggregate returns 
of correct answers in the girls' section exceeded by five 
per cent those of the boys' Yet the.mean percent in the 
whole school (66%) is three,per cent less than the mean 
(69%} of all examinations fqr admission over a three-
year period~ In both the high and grammar schools nearly 
the same ratio in relatige proficiency in the different ; . - . - -
studies occurred, and in bo;th groups Arithmetic was lowest 
-· ' . -
in the scale. 
Reason for boys I lower aggregate marJrs. -- Of the 
boys 1 department it might well be said :tn ·explanation of 
their lower total of correct ariswers that boys had a 
greater amount of irregular attendance (by leaving school), 
• 
--
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and during the past year only 33% of the whole number of 
male pupils took the four elementary studies connected 
with the testing, to 69% of t'J;le girls. -
Two-methods of conducting a schooL-- There were two 
possible methods of conducting a high school. One may 
have an exact prescribed course of study, limited to a 
term of three to five- years, or no-prescribed course~ 
leaving to the pupils entire freedom to cho~oofrom an 
authorized list of studies. The first plan was operating -
in nearly every important high s_chool in the state, includ-
ing nearby Lawrence, with an fi,nalogus population, while 
Lowell is left almost alone with the latter type. The 
Committee felt that the schoo~ as now conducted had ir-
regular, intermittent and fragmentary instruction. 
Multiplicity of subjects.~-- The teachers have been 
subject to_ confusion by the multiplicity of studies and 
classes, many hearing ll-or 12 recitations daily, and in 
widely different studies. ttR~ci:t;ations are hurried, in-
struction is superficial, all .. economical and effective 
!division of labor 1 is imposaible.u (Annual Report pg.5 5). 
Much time spent in review.-- Faulty attendance makes 
review necessary. For instance, 48%- of- the entire time 
. . 
devoted to study in high _school is-now devoted -~o the 
grammar school studies. It ~s felt that a pupil would 
feel the loss of a half-day at school more deeply if that 
[ .. 
I I• 
r/ !! 
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absence checked his advancement through a course under a 
classified system. Another e:Vil is entire absence for one 
or more terms. 
Poor attendance by girls!.-- The girls 1 attendance 
' 
:reached this past year the hi~hest extreme for 20 years -
' 
33% (the loss of one third or: the money given the school). 
The attendance loss affected the studies :for the 
first term of 1851 as follows: 
A ttendancei Loss 1851 
Boys 
Geography and Grammar 
Natural Philosophy 
Physiology 
Chemistry 
Mean 
32 
17 
31 
21 
25 
Girls 
Chemistry 
'Astronomy 
, 1st Ari tbmetic 
2d Ari th..111etic 
Natural Philosophy 
Mean 
35 
34 
36 
41 
35 
36 
Thus one can note an avepage loas of over 30% in the 
entire school .. 
Three yea:rs 1 losses in attendance.--Looking over 
; 
losses of whole terms for the:past three years one find~ 
that the mean of three years ls 33%, or about one third, 
w~o attended through the 'schofl year; 32% attended two 
ter.ms; 35% attended one term.; 
I 
! 
To point out the e·vils of' the present system, the 
Committee prepared the following table, showing studies 
Per Cent of Pupils Taking the Various High School studies ( 1849-1850-1851) ct m P' ct 
@ ~ Mean Per Cent p. 1-'-1849 1850 1851 for 3 Years 1-:f (\) 
Studies Boys--Girls Boys-Girls· Boys-Girls Boys-Girls (l) m m 
'd 'd 
Reading 27 
(l) ~ 49 100 100 49 lOO 42 100 () li 
Spelling 51 80 42 100 42 100 45 63 ct co 1-'- ~ 
Penmanship 67 90 54 68 70 89 60 82 <I (l) (l) p. 
Arithmetic 84 71 84 48 64 20 77 46 ~ English Grammar 34 100 12 100 21 100 33 100 p:l .. l:S 
English Parsing 49 41 36 p. 1-b Geography 19 18 16 34 56 12 36 0 ct 
History, u. s. 34 25 25 12 8 24 li P' (l) 
Physiology 4, 38 15 24 5 40 8 35 ct J:l. 'd Composition 100 100 98 100 72 100 90 100 (\) (l) 
Rhetoric 12 10 7 10 1-:f J-1 
· Declamation 100 98 90 95 p:l () 
·useful Arts 17 .. 15 14 . 15 m (l) - " - ct l:S 
Natural Phi los. 35 18 3.4 30 23 8 34 19 ct• ct 
Natural History 34 17 9 26 3 26 P' 0 li 1-b Astronomy 8 9 15 12 16 7 13 (l) 
Chemistry 8 15 7 29 15 15 10 (l) 'd ~ 
Botany 9 4 2 5 ~ 'd 1-'-
. Book-keepil'lg 54 18 58 25 43 18 51 20 p:l J-1 
Algebra 16 24 23 23 25 23 21 23 1-:f m m 
Geometry 6 8 4 2 9 2 6 4 • p:l ct Trigonometry 5 2 ct 
Intellectual Philosp. 3 7 8 6 (l) l:S 
M0 ral Science 49 36 15 33 p. 1-'-
French Language 2 52 58 7 66 3 59 l:S 
Latin Language 33 40 36 32 36 36 35 39 OQ 
Greek Language 2 6 7 5 ct 0 
Mean Per cent 22 34 J-1 
-.:1 
f-' 
--
__ , Deductions from the table.-- One can note the dis-
proportionate attention given to the elementary and other 
grammar school studies (nearly l/2). Note also the ne-
glect of the higher useful branches such as Algebra (23% 
of the pupils); Geometry, four per cent; Trigonometry, 
two per cent. In three years no boy student took 
Trigonometry, Intelle~tual Philosophy, or Moral Science, 
while six per cent of the girls took the second and 33% 
the latter. Note that five per cent of the boys took 
Greek, and no girls, while an average of 37% took Latin. 
No boys took French, but 19% of the girls. The Classical 
studies just enumerated are stressed in other cities by 
providing a separate school for them, even in cities of 
half the population of Lowell. 
We can see that the greater part of the studies pe-
culiar to ahigh school received little attention. The 
girls appeared to pursue a more effective course of study. 
One third of appropriation lost.-- Thus fully one 
third of the annual high school_ appropriation of more than 
$6000 is lost by irregular.attendance; through the inef-
ficient system ot allotting so much time to grammar school 
studies; and lack of a strict classified system. 
Brief time spent at high~-- The average age duration 
of school connection was estimated at-one and one half 
years at this time. 
---
\ 
I 
I 
I 
~ 
I 
I 
' 
!\ 
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Class-time division.-- Class-time was divided as fol~ 
lows: Boysi department, recitations, 34%, and study, 58%; 
!\ Girls', recitation, 45% and on~y 47% for study. 
( School system not up to par.-- The committee did not 
! 
1 intend to overstate the case, but asserted that the school ! system was not up to par. The years 1845 to 1848 were con-
sidered the most successful. Since then there was: 1, a 
decline in attendance in all public schools, from a loss of 
11 
15% to 23%; 2, an increase of pi'ivate schools to over 15, 
:\ the largest number yet; 3, the sending of children out ~f 
the city to schools; 4, the decr[ease in the ratio of cor-
rect answers in the testing of grammar school pupils for 
i 
I 
1 the high school. 
1
'1\ Number of private schools.-.;. ~As to private schools, 
in 1838 there were 9; 1840, 4; 1843, 6; 1845, 7; 1848, 6. 
14. MORAL EDUCATION 
Points of discipline settled.-- Several points in re-
'gard to discipline appeared to be settled by 1851 as fol-
~~: -
I 
:\ 
II 
ttl. The power or right to inflict corporal chastise-
ment, as a last ~esort, is ~onceded to teachers as 
to parents, both by public opinion and judicial 
decisions. 
2. It is the evident tendency of modern opinion 
to discourage and diminish, as far as possible, 
the common resort to it; and to require of 
the teacfier a direct responsibility to the. 
public, for the extent to which it is employed. 
---
'. 
Several of our cities, such as Boston, Roxbury, 
Providence, etc. nave required their teachers to 
keep a registry of punishments, the effect· of 
which is reported as -1 salutary. 1 
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3. The infliction of corporal punishment on females 
is very generally disco~ntenanced, and in the greater 
number of our cities has wholly ceased. Says one 
long connected with the public schools of Boston: 
'I do not think that a girl has been publicly 
whipped·or feruled in any Boston school for several 
years.' The committee have had similar assurances 
from other cities. 
. . 
4. The tendency of modern improvement is to seek, 
as far as possible, remedies or substitutes for 
the rod and the ferule, .in a higher tone of instruc-
tion, a skilful management of· school exercises, a 
more frequent appeal to the moral sentiments, and 
the resort to s:uch moral restraints and correctives, 
as judicious school regulations, sustained by the 
authority of the School Committee, can afford." 
(Annual Report, pg. 66). 
condition in schools cnecked regarding discipline.-~ 
The committee checked the actual conditions in the schools 
with. regard to discipline this year by asking for reports 
from the sub-committees of .the schools, and addressing 
inquiries to the Principals of grammar and intermediate 
schools, which were duly answered. 
Methods of discipline prevailing.-- Facts came to 
light such as these: 
_ulv No voluntary record of cases of punishment was 
reported as kept by either of the Principals of the 
Grammar Schools, and but by one Teacher of the 
Intermediatese•••• 
2. It was ascertained that corporal punishment is 
inflicted in all the schools; the frequency of its 
infliction, or the number of cases not given, ex-
cept from one Grammar and one Intermediate School. 
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3. ·It was reported from all the scho9ls, that no 
particular discrimination was made in the mis-
demeanors punished. 'Repeated,' or 'general dis-
obedience,' and 'insubordination,' under ~~atever 
for:q~,. constitute.d the punishable offence. 
4. In all the Schools, this mode of punishment is 
reported as inflicted by the Assistants, as well 
as the Principals; although, in three of the 
Grammar School·s, it occurs 'very :rarely.' 
5~ corporal punishment is inflicted in all the 
schools upon girls. No distinction is reported 
as made between the sexes :in the offences p:unished. 
The number of such cases; tor the term, was re-
ported only from one Grammar, and one Intermediate 
School,--viz.: one in each. In the Intermediate 
School, the caseoccur:red ··at the solicitation of· 
the mother, and after much delay. 
6. In reply to the inquiries, whether any substitutes 
could be adopted in the place of corporal punish-
ment, and whether manua·l apd other general exercises 
would remedy general disorder, the general opinion 
was in the negative.u (Annual Report, pgs. 66-67). 
Common misdemeanors.-- Some of the offenses named in 
' the third paragraph included tttalking aloud, whispering, 
low study, chewing gum, insulting, profane or indecent 
langua_ge, fighting and any specific, wilful disobedience 
of a· specific prohibition or requirement." (Annual Re-
port, pg. 67). 
Just laws needed.-- The tenor of replies from the 
grammar schools as to the best way to secure authority, 
good order and conduct in a school was that of just laws, 
sure penalties, executed ~th decision. One teacher 
answered 
ttby giving the scholars to understand thatis he judge, jury and executioner. That the judge-is 
il 
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upright, the jury impartial, and the executioner 
always ready to do his duty.n (Annual Report, pg. 69). 
How to command authority.-'- An Intennediate teacher 
provided an excellent reply: 
ni hardly know how to express my views of the 
principles and methods to be employed by a Teacher 
to secure authority, good conduct and good order in 
a school. I have a theory, but my practise falls 
so far below it, that I cannot speak of it, but · 
with self reproach. But, as I am thus called upon 
officially, I will say, that I think a teache:r 
should enter the school-room as a sacred place, 
look upon his work as no unimportant one, and de-
vote himself unreservedly to its duties. 
11 The legal obligations should not only be ful.-
filled, but be superseded by the higher claims of 
a faithful conscience. The spirit of self-sacri-
fice and devotion will be:breatbedupon the pupils; 
and some will always be found among them, ready to 
appreciate and respect such exalted motives and 
unshrinking fidelity. The less rules he has, I 
think the better; the rule of right may be the all-
-important and compreheilsi ve one, upon whose basis 
the claims of such duties as are necessary for the 
common good may be presented. It seems to me that 
nothing shoul.d be attempted, in the matter of 
discipline, which cannot be fully carried out; 
for even children are not . slow to dis cover such a 
defeo.t, and to take advantage of the failure. 
Dignity of manners, evenness of character, and 
finnness of purpose should charaeterise every 
action. The operations or individu~l minds should 
be- studied with great care so that the teacher may 
adapt himself to their various. capacities and pe-
culiarities. A look of disapprobation, to the 
tender-hearted ana-conscientious, is of-ten more 
severe than a blow upon one of_ an opposite character. 
!\ nThen, I think the:re should be some fixed and 
1 well-formed plan for each day's labol". Lessons 
should be wisely adapted ~o the capacity of each 
scholar, so that all may have sufficient employ-
ment, and yet none be discouraged by too .difficult 
tasks. 
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uThere must also be some healthful stimulus, 
some object to labor for, which children can apprehend 
·and feel. Hence the propriety of some general system 
that shall meet this nec~ssity. That system every 
ingenious teacher can work out, to suit the peculiar-
ities of his own school. It (Annual Report, pgs. 69-
70). 
15. J?ENM.ANSHIP 
Some defects in writing department.-- A favorable report 
was given the six writing-masters employed in the high and 
grammar a chools at an annual sa_lary of $600. Each master 
had two schools to supervise. Exhibitions were held 
usually at the close of terms~ 
· There were a few defects in this department such as 
an occasional tendency to a florid rather than a simple 
style; neglect of dotting the: i and cross the t misspel-
ling words through an entire copy; and indistinctness in 
writing numerals. 
The committee recommended attention to penmanship- in 
the intermediate schools,_ and. the introduction of Book-
; 
keeping (connected with the writing department in-;tb.e 
grammar a cho o 1 a. 
16. VOCAL MUSIC 
Progress differed in the schools.-- This was carried 
on the past year,. two half-hours per week. The committee 
noted a marked difference in ·the schools in the degree of 
distinctness in articulating:the words sung; and a 
hesitation in answering questions on the ··.theory of music, 
in some schools, among the younger pupils, especially. 
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17. NEEDS OF THE SCHOOL SYSTEM 
Pressing needs of the schools.-- The committee ended 
its report with a statement of the most pressing wants of 
the schools as follows: l, the•first need is a more 
!ihorough and syst-ematic classification, not only of the 
studies in each grade of the schools, but in each class of 
every grade; 2, a careful revision of the text-books, no.-
easy task in the existing_ multiplicty of such· (also a re-
vision of the reading books to obtain a more uniform sys-
tem); -3, the need of a more general and strict attention 
to oral teaching to assist class lessons_; 4, a careful 
vigilance in the selection of the best teachers. The last 
Report of the Board of Educati;on {state) remarked: 
11nearly all the evils complained of in the present 
condition of the schools will diminish, and finally 
almost disappear under the influence of highly 
qualified teachers.\' -{Annual Report, pg. 73). 
Teachers well-paid.-- The committee felt that the 
teachers were well.;.paid, and that teachers should be . 
selected irrespective of residence if they were the best 
qualified. The city had not yet ever availed itself of 
. . 
the Teachers' Institutes, state sponsored, free, offering 
. 
lectures and discussion, and illustrations of improved 
modes· of teaching. 
Public should know school routine.~- A fifth need is 
that the interior working of the schools should be brought 
fully to public notice, in detailed reports, so that an 
I 
I 
I 
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enlightened public can accomplish much good. 
School committee overloaded with work.-- A sixth 
~ant is for an enlargement of the committee ·actively 
superintending the schools. Now, six men have the duty 
of visiting the 60 schools embracing over 100 departments, 
once a month, making a total of more than 1000 visits a 
year, independent of the many visits of immediate neces-
sity,- committee meetings and eallaat home or abroad. 
The number of six was elected in 1827 when there 
existed six district schools:, generally small, and kept 
only part_of the year. (One exception is the year 1832, 
when the act~ng School Committee consisted of seven mem-
bers). Thus each member has the care of about 1.7 depart-
ments ·and teachers, a duty ~ore than three times as great 
as that of the entire committee of 1827. The result is 
duty discharged imperfectly, especially toward the primary 
school. 
No other city has such bu.!'den.-- It was felt that 
there was no other city in New England where there were 
so few committee members in proportion to the number of 
schools. It is estimated that each member of the Lowell 
Acting Committee has a visitation duty three times as 
large as in any other city in the state. 
Superintendent suggested.-- The committee thought 
it would be of public benefit to appoint a sup.erintendent 
of Public Schools, and would relieve the over-burdened 
'I 
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committee. An increase of the ·acting committee to two or 
more members from each Ward was suggested, as several or 
.the cities, with leas population than Lowell, choose two 
from each ward and others at large. This enlargement 
would correspond with ·the extension of the school system, 
now second in size only to that of Boston in the state. 
Longer term for committee .• -- A seventh need is the 
importance of having some durability in the service of 
the committee. The· change of fCOmmittee from year to year, 
almost entire, made for instability prejudicial to public 
schools. 
Quarter-century of achievements.-- The committee felt 
that leas imperfection was hardly possible amid the rapid 
growth of the city, when there was achieved in less than a 
generation what had taken centuries to achieve, elsewhere. 
School committee.-- Members pf the 1851 committee,_ 
remarkable men all, included: Ward 1-John Maynard; Ward 2, .. 
William Barry; Ward 3, Nathan Allen, Ward 4, Horace Howard; 
Ward 5, William H. Brewste:.:t'; Ward 6, John B. McAlvin. This 
comprised the wSJrd school committee. Others were 
J. H. B. Ayer, L. A. cutler, William North, Abiel Rolfe, 
and William Fiske, Mayor and A;ldenqen, members ex-
officiis. 
• 
Organization of School .Committee in' the state 
Whole Mem- · No. No. 
No. No. of bers fl:'om Chosen 
.~o. Teach- Acting Ex- No.· Each at 
Cities Scl:iools era Com. Off. Wards Ward Large 
Boston 212 253 214 2 12 2 
Lowell 60 103 6 9 6 1' 
Salem 29 36 19 2 4 4 3 
Roxbury 36 66 19 1 8 2 3 
Charlestown . 34 57 12 l 3 4 
New Bedford 28 58 18 l 6 3 
Cambridge 32 46 7 l 
·Lynn 34 43 13 2 
Worce·ster ·. 34 54 24 1· 8 3 
Newburyport 25 30 12 6 2 
Average 
Information about school committees in various 
Massachusetts cities in l85l is given above 
in 1851 
No. of Teachers 
to Each Com-
mittee 
Man 
1.6 
17.1 
3.3 
3.4 
4.7 
3.2 
6.5 
3.3 
. 2.2. 
2.5 
4.75 
1-' 
co 
~ 
. ' 
I 
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·The Boston set-up.-- The 214 figure for Boston in-
cluded the 24-member school committee chosen by wards, 
and called the ''Grammar School Committee,·u which was in 
charge of the 22 grammar schools and two high schools; 
and the. "Primary Committee," "which the school committee 
. appoints each January, consisting of 190 men who had en-
tire charge of tfue 189 primary and inte~ediate schools. 
The primary committee were chosen from ail parts of the 
city, from all parties i~ politics, and from all sects in 
religious views, and when once appointed, they generally 
remained in office for years, unless they resigned or 
proved remiss in duty. 
Number ofmean teachers supe~vised.-- Mean number of 
teachers per committeeman in the 10 cities is 4 7jl0ths, 
while in Lowell the average number supervised is over 17. 
Acting committee can obly recommend.-- .Though; nom-
:inally, . the. school committee consists of 15 members in 
Lowell, the actual duties o£ a Superintendeing Committee 
' ' 
· are vested in six persons, who by law are made a sub-
committee and charged with'all visitorial duties. Yet 
in the appointment of teachers, adoption of school books, 
and introduction of rules for the schools they only 
recommend, the final action being reserved to the whole 
board. 11Lowell is the only city, where the powers of the 
acting school committee are thus liniited and controlled.u 
(Annu.al Report, pg. 104). · 
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Teachers 1 salaries listed~-- The salary schedule in 
the various schools is li.sted in the following table: 
- SALARIES OF TEACHERS - 1851 
High School--Principal 
Female Department 
; $1,100 
600 
800 
350 
800 
160 
Three Male Assistants (each)· 
Female Assistant 
Teacher of Penmanship, etc. .. 
Teacher of Music, with piano: 
Ten Grammar_ ·schools--P:r-incipals 
. each . 
28 Female A,ssistan ts, each 
5 Writing-Masters, each 
Teacher of Music; with piano 
Intermediate Schools, 
Principals, 
Three Assistants, 
each 
each· 
Forty-six Primary Schools, each 
800 
225 
600 
800 
300 
200 
Teacher 250 
Whole amount of Salaries for tb,.e year 
per annum 
$ 5,310 
18,100 
1.,500 
11·,500 
Statistics :fo:r- 20 years.-- School statistics from the 
abolition of the district system in 1832, to 1851, .in-
elusive are· as follows: 
• 
' -·--·· ·-------· 
, . --- ----·-··-··· •r 
SCHOOL STATISTICS (1832-1851) 
· No. Whole 
Whole Pupils No. Ave. 
School No. Pri- Teachers 4 to Bel. -No. 
Years Approp. :PoE. Valua-tion Schools maries M. E1 16 -(Yeal:') Bel. 
1832 $4,000 10,254 $ 3,977,626 12 8 1495 
1833 5,500 12,363 14 11 2391 1350 
1834 8,500 4,287,429 18 14 8 20 2970 
1835 10,800 4,927,839 20 15 12 21 3088 1678 
1836 11,800 17,633 10,497,446 24 17 13 25 3548 3761 1983 
1837 14,000 18,010 10,.583,008 27 20 17 27 3308 4643 2505 
1838 16,000 10,589,400 28 21 17 30 3800 5005 2673 
1839 16,500 11,672,776 28 21 16 30 3995 5127 2695 
:l(.~-;l:()) . 17,500 20,981 12,415,920 31 23 21 35 4015 5830 3229 
1841 22,200 13,095,238 35 .26 21 42 6781 3449 
1842 25,000 13,383,612 37"", 28 ··20"·, .46"4500 7094 ·3547 
1843 25,000 13,611,902 39 30 19 48 4700 7305 3657 
1844 24,000 25,163 13,999,980 44 35 I 17 57 7650 3854 
I ' .. 
1845 27,000 14,629,790 45 36 18 59 4827 7446 3770 
1846 27,000 29,127 15,138,926 47 38 18 61 5280 7504 3991 
.1847 34,000 16,676.962 47 38 18 63 6089 7610 4092 
1849 36,032 17,358,496 50 41 21 67 6318 8256 4736 
1849 36,862 18,038,652. 53 43 21 72~f-5044 8851 5168 
1850 36,021 32,620 18,691,889 56 46 22 75 5145 8709 5261 
82 "5432 1851 #44,164 19,790,265 60 46 21 8734 
* Since 1849 (inclusive) the census -includes only children fl:'om 
5"to 15 years. 
#Taken fl:'om the Mayol:''s inaugul:'al address. The Assessors' 
Estimate is $45,500. 
5672 
Ave. 
D. 
Attend 
1264 
1544 
1839 
1922 
1932 
2384 
2788 
"2875 
2984 
3223 
3117 
3279 
3487 
3807 
3953 
4283 
4347 
--- --- -· . 
--
Following are some attendance statistics ror the 
first quarter century. 
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ATTENDANCE STATISTICS IN GRAMMAR AND PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
(1832 to l8p1 inclusive): 
Whole Ave.· Ave. 
No~ No. Daily 
Year No. Schools Bel. Bel. Att. 
Grammar Scnoois 
1832 5 890 33!7 
1833 2 l,-100 600 
1834 3 1,500 
1835 4 1,424 490 
1840 7 2, 510 1,360 1,053 
1845 8 2,864 .-1,521 1,201 
1850 9 3,072 2~007 1,606 
1851 10 3,146 2,158 1,639 
Primaries (same) 
1832 8 525 
1833 ll 1,100 550 
1834 14 1,400 700 
1835 15 1,826 947 712 
1840 23 3,206 ·1,682 1,236 
1845 36 4,159 2,069 1,770 
1850 46 5,228 3,005 2,485 
1851 46 . 4, 949 2,930 2,218 
Facts gleaned from censor's report.•- A report of' 
Censors on .June 11, 1850, gives the rollowing information: 
CENSOR'S REPORT--1850 
Whole number of inhabitants, May 1, 1950 
~ole number of families 
Whole number of children 5 and 16 . 
' Whole number of foreigners including children 
Whole number of children under 5 years of 
· age, of foreign parents 
Whole number of children. between 5 and 15, 
of foreign parents ' 
32,600 
5,350 
5,415 
10,071 
1,354 
1,995 
--
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Charge for support of schools.-- Following is a table 
showing the relative charge, to the several cities of the 
commonwealth, for the support of schools, in 1850, based 
on the valuation of 1840: 
STATE CHARGE FOR SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS--·1850 
Amount of Rate per 
.Taxes $1000 
(Wage, Board, of 
Valus. ti.on fuel, etc.) Valuation. 
Lynn $ 1,319.656 $ 12,-057 $9.14 
Charlestown 4,033.176 26,535 6.58 
Roxbury 3,257,503 21,655 6.49 
Cambridge 4,479,501 20,026 4.47 
Worcester 3,696,004 14,635 3. 96 
·.Lowell 10,160,552 • 32,597·· 3.20 
. New Bedford 6,149,520 . 16,384 2.66 
Boston 109,304,218 237,100 21.17 . 
Newburyport 3,208.857 6,712 2.11 
Salem 10,218,109 . 18,450 1.80 
Average 4.25 
' 
Lowell 19,790.265 39,407 2.23 (1851) 
. ,: 
Facta taken from the l4th:Mass. School Report. 
I 
Childl:'en ent~ring mills:-.:. The number of certificates 
1 issued to pupils in order to enter mills during the years 
1838 to 1851 include: 
\( 
I 
\ 
MILL CERTIFICATES GRANTED-~1838-1851 
Year High Grammar 
1838 192 
1839 4 201 
1840 2 202 
1841. 8 247 
1842 lOS 
1843 l 44 
1844. 1 35 
1845 3 102 
1846 13 141 
1847 7. 178 
1848 3 176 
1849 7 171 
1850 1 120 
1851 1 152 
51· 2,070 
Intermediate Schools 
P r :1.m ar y 
.33 
~62 
107 
88 
36 
13 
6 
27 
31 
51 
46 
61 
47 
33 
641 
Agg. 
225 
267 
311 
343 
145 
58 
42 
132 
185 
236 
225 
239 
168 
186 
2,729 
10 
2,772 
Intemediate 
Schools, 1851 
10 
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From the above table it appears that six per cent of 
the average number attending the public schools received 
\.\ \ certificates during the 14-year period. The grand totals 
make an average of nearly 196 yearly. The largest number 
granted was in 1840, 311; the smallest in 1844, 2. The 
·i high school issued less than four a year; the grammar 
·I 
'I 
I 
I 
'l 
I 
"\ 
schools nearly 73% of the while number. The girls were 
granted 57% of the whole. 
About one third of the whole number of certificates 
were issued at the Mann school, showing the utility of the 
law requiring certificates, in its application to foreign 
children. 
\\ 
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Numbers entering high school.-- Following is a table 
·showing the number -of pupils sent to. the high school from 
the several grammar school_s -from 1836 to 1851, inclusive: 
PUPILS ENTERING HIGH SCHOOL FROM-GRAMMAR SCHOOLS--1836~51 
Year M. F. Total 
1836 20 36 56 
1837 30 60 90 
1838. 34 ~:7 81 
1839 57 68 -125 
1840 49 66 115 
1841 61 81 142 
1842 39 65 0104 
1843 47 78 125 
1844 49 : 88 137 
1845 56 91 147 
1846 50. 71 121 
1847 32 75 107 
1848 82 '7.8 160 
1849- 51 86 137 
1850 67 75 142' 
1851 --44 81 125 
Total 768 l.ll46 1,914 
Average Yea:r*y 48 72 120 
~-
The schools canvassed included the Edson, Hancock, 
Washington, Franklin, Mann, Adams, Moody, Green and 
Colburn, some of these being opened after 1836. 
Ratio of children of foreigners in.schools.-- The 
relative attendance of children of foreign parentage in 
the Lowell schools in 1851 is shown below. 
I e 
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CHILDREN OF FOREIGN PARENTAGE IN LOWELL SCHOOLS - 1851 
In All Inte:r-
Schools ' Hieih G:ra.mma:r mediate Prima~ 
Whole No. fol:> the 
year 8,712 381 3,126 523 4,662 
No. of foreign 
parentage 3,428 20 780 364 2,023 
Ratio of foreign 
parentage 39 5 25 69 43 
/ 
- ---- -- - - -------- - -
Top left, The Franklin School, 1840, now Notre Dame de Lourdes. To right, The 
Moody School, 1841, now the Immaculate Conception. Bottom left, The Colburn 
School, 1848' (still in use). Bottom right, Church Street Primary, (circa 1850). 
• 
11 
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CHAPTER VIII 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE OLDEST SCHOOLS IN LOWELL 
Edson School - 1826 
First housed in office buildinE·-- In 1826, one of 
the two district schools established by the newly-organized 
town of' Lowell., was No. 5 district school. When Joshua 
Merrill was called to teach it.on Nov. 5., 1827, it was held 
in a very small house at the corner of Middlesex and E~liott 
Streets, near the spot where the Girl Scout headquarters now 
stands. It had been used as the counting room of the· 
Hamilton and Appleton companies. 
The school, still under Master Merrill, moved in 
November, 1829., to the lower story of the new brick build-
ing., now the Girl Scout Headquarters, and was called the 
Hamilton school because it was supported by the Hamilton 
mill. The school moved again on February 23, 1833 to a 
new wooden building and was made a graded school known as 
the South Grrunmar School. A grammar school kept under the 
First Universalist Church, Chapel Hill, united with it. 
Had various names.-- V>arious names f'or the school in-
eluded: District No. 5; Hamiltori school; South gran:rrnar 
school; then as the First_Gramma:r School, and finally the 
Edson school, an appropriate name since it was one of the 
-190- .· 
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two graded schools for which Dr. Edson had fought stub-
bornly.- The school was torn down in 
Interesting teachers.-... The history of its early 
teachers is most interesting. First teacher in District 
School No. 5 wa:a'- Miss Anna w. Hartwell of Littleton, 
amiable and accompl:h.shed, who served a short time and left 
to marry a member of the school Board, Hon. J.s.c. ~nowlton.t 
who edited the HLowell Journal," and Wf!.S one of the fore-
1/Hurd, op. cit., pg,. 117 
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First days.-- In his memoirs Mr. Merrill tells of his 
first days at school. 
tton November 5 I ·commenced school. The second 
day I received a formal visit from the Superintending 
COmmittee. Mr. Colburn incp ired if I was familiar 
with the use of his first lessons. I informed him 
I was -not, never having used it in school. He was 
then requested (I think by Dr. Edson) to exercise a 
class in it for my benefit, which he did. 
During the five months I had 91 different 
scholars. ttl/ 
He had no assistant. 
New school a curiosity.-- In November 1829, Mr. Merrill 
and his school moved to the brick building called the 
Hamilton school. The school-room was a curiosity. 
11It had been finished under the direction of 
Mr. Beard, a member of the School Board, who, in 
architecture, was an original genius. The pupils 
sat with their backs to the teacher. Master Merrill 
was obliged to occupy a sort of high pulpit, for, 
when he stood down upon the floor, he could barely 
see the heads of the larger pupils rising above the 
tall desks. The benches were sanded to sav~ them 
from being cut by the boy~, but the rough surface 
made such havoc with the clothes of the children 
that the mothers compelled Mfr. Beam to remove the 
sand and repaint the desks. The apparatus for heat-
ing had this remarkable pecu:Liarity; that the aperture 
through which it was expected that the hot air would 
enter the school-room simply conveyed a current of 
· co:Ld air from the school-room out into the chimney. 
After running the fu!'nace day and night fo!' some time 
in vain, a stove for burning wood was substituted in 
its place and all was quiet again."2/ 
Backed by school board.-- Although Master Merrill had 
many a battle over discipline, text-books and the like, 
his lot was not exceptionally hard, for he had the backing 
of the school board, composed of progressive men of liberal 
culture. 
1/Hurd, op. cit., pg. 117 
2/Ibid., pg. 117 
I 
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Mr. Merrill began teaching almost five years after 
the work of contructing great m.ills had begun, yet the town 
fathers who ttdid not hesitate to invest liberally and even 
munificently in great industrial enterprises •••• were hardly 
to be accused of extravagance in their support of public 
1/ 
schools.n-
Inthe year 1830 he was voted $300 a year, and felt 
able to support a wife~ so he was married. He refused a 
promotion in· 1831 having been offered five dollars increase 
- . . - -
per month to become the teacher of the Merrimack school.· 
He reasoned: 
i. tt::r. thought if. I should leave the Hamilton, 
I 
where I was givingsatisfaction, and should not 
be successful at the Merrimack School, it would 
be a serious disappointment •. When or where could 
I expect to get another yearly school with such a 
generous salary?uy •- · . 
In a formal agreement with the.' school committee dated 
February 22, 1831, it was stated that ttthe vacations in the 
course of the year should be -left to his discretion, but 
not to exceed onemontp..tt3/ 
TealJhers felt insecure • ..o..;._ Teachers of this early day 
. ,. 
-- '. 
looked upon their positions as insecure, and felt that 
., 
times of peace were but ab arm!ed neutrality. Mr. Merrill 
tells of one encounter with a. parent: 
1/Hurd, op. c£t.,, pg. 117 
,g/Ibid., pg. 117 
3/Ibid., pg. 117 
---
-· 
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nThe door.:..bell rang. ·I went to the door. There 
stood a stranger to me, although an old citizen. 
Holding up his whip, he said: 'Is your name Merrill?' 
'It is,' I responded. 'You are not very large,' he 
said, 'neither am I; but I will horsewhip you. What 
did you p·unish my boy so. for? 1 This speech was 
mingled with terrible oaths, which I will not name. 
I inquired his boy's name,; and then told him that I 
had punished his boy for disobedience to the rules 
of the School, made by the School Committee, and that 
I should certainly do the same again in like circum-
stances. 1If you are dissatisfied, go to the committee 
with your complaints.' After bestowing a very liberal 
amount of curses upon the committee and myself, he 
left,and I escaped the promised whipping.n 
unr. Edson came in one day, and said to me with 
a good deal of earnestness: 'Well, Mr. Merrill, Wb.a t 
do y_ou think? can you manage the school?' ·I replied 
unhesitantly:· 1 I cap if I have good health and a good 
School Committee to back :me up. 1 He said: 'The Com-
mittee_ you· shall have. 1 n If . .. 
South Grammar opened.l833·.-- Mr. Merrill moved with 
·: his pupils into the new. wooden building called the South 
Grammar School (Edson) on February 23, 1833, with a salary 
of $500. He received periodic increases until 1845, when 
he resigned. 
Among the earliest principals.-- A Mr. Perley Balch 
followed, who remained until 1870 .. _.He was succeeded by 
Mr. Ira Waldon, Who left in 1872, to be followed byMr; 
Calvin w. Burbank. 
Bartlett School - 1824 
One of two earliest schools.-- Another venerable 
school is the Bartlett. It was one a.r the two over which 
1/Hurd, op. cit., pg. 117 
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the violent contest occurred in 1832 at the town meeting. 
Its earliest- years were spent on the site of the 
present Green School, when it :was called the Merrimack 
School, a two-story building erected by the Merrimack mill 
authorities. The first teacher, a lady, was p~id by the 
Merrimack Go. Mr. ;Joel Lewis succeeded, taught about a 
year, and was followed by Mr. Alfred N. Bassett of 
Atkinson, N. H., in 1825• His peculiar methods of punish-
ment have already been described. When he resigned in 
1829 his successor, Mr. Walter Abbott of Milford,- N. H. 
taught a year. 
North Grammar School opened..;.l833. -- Jtr. Reuben Hills 
of Hancock, N. H., the next teacher, was presiding in 
;rune, 1833, when th.e _school was moved into the house near _ 
the North Common and beca.ne a graded school known as the 
North Grammar School. Other teachers quickly followed: 
Mr. Hills 1830-35 
Mr. Jacob Graves 1843-47 
Mr. G.O .Fairbanksl84l-42 
Mr. o. c .. Wright 1842-43 
Mr-.- J. P. Fisk 1847-56 
Mr. Samuel Bement 1856 
The Washington gra~mar school,opened ~n the North 
Grammar in March., 1834, was subsequently moved to the 
South Grammar • 
• 
I 
I 
\ 
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was 
Renamed Bartlett.-- From 1.849 to 1856 the School No. 2, 
called the Hancock School. In 1856 the Hancock School 
was united with the Adams School (established 1836) under 
the name Bartlett. The school received this name from 
Lowell's first mayor, Dr. Elisha Bartlett, a man of' such 
high esteem that he might be called Lowell's first citizen 
in·his time. 
Changes in the names of some of the grammar schools 
cause confusion. For instance, this school building had 
the following names: Merrimac)r School, North Grammar 
School, Hancock and .Adams Schools, Bartlett School. 
LOWELL HIGH SCHOOl 1831 
First principal young man.-- In the small building 
that housed the predecessor of the Edson School., on the 
corner of Middlesex and Elliott Streets, the high school 
was opened in December, 1831. The first principal was 19 
years old. The house was so small and he was so young 
that he once remarked to a Lowell audience that 
ttthe reasons why he flogged his boys so seldom 
were, first, the house was . too small for the 
operation; and, second, .he. was afraid the boys 
would turn round and fldg him."!/ 
. . 
This teacher, Thomas_M.· Clark, later became Bishop of' 
Rhode Island. 
1/Hurd, op. cit., pg. 118 
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'I School Nomadic for nine years.-- For nine years the 
:j school was nomadic until in 1840 a permanent home was ea.:. 
tablished on Kirk and Anne Streets. The school had been 
held at the following places:- : 
Small office building, Middlesex and Elliott Streets. 
Lower room .of the present Girl Scout Headquarters, 
Middlesex Street. 
Upper room of Edson schoo.lhouse (South Grammar) .. 
In concert Hall, Merrimack Street. 
In the present Bartlett school (North Grammar). 
In the attic of st. Maryt,s brick church, Suffolk 
Street), later a parochial school. 
In the Girl Scout building, for a second time (in the Hall). .·· _ . 
In its new building, Kirk and Anne-Streets. 
Early principals were: 
Bishop Thomas M ~ Clark 
Rev. Dr. Nicholas Hoppin 
·william Hall 
Franklin Forbes, Esq. 
Hon. Mooody Currier 
Nehemiah Cleveland, Esq •.. 
Mr. Forbes (2-d tenn) · 
· Charles C. Chase 
Frank F. Coburn, Esq. 
1831-33 
1833-34 
1834 
1835-36 
1836-41--(Later Governor of 
1841-43 New Hampshire) 
1842.;..45 
1845-83-- (38...;·year tenn) 
1883 
School had· two rooms.--- ]'rom 1840, when the new build-
ing was opened, until 1867; the sexes we:re separated. The 
school nad two .rooms, called the male and female depart-
ments.·-._ The head£r of the latter department we!'e: Lucy E. 
Penhfillow, 1840-46; Susan E. Burdick, i846-50; Anne B. 
Sawyer, 1850-52. The two dep~rtments were then consoli-
dated with the following sub-principals in charge of the 
girls: Jonathan KimbaJ.+., 1852-57 ;· and Lloyd W. Hixon. 
• 
I 
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Built on marshy pond.-- A low marsh filled in by 
levelling down a rise of land nearby spread out where Kirk 
street, th.s former Anne Street, and the high school lot is 
situated. ItA pond filled the site of the High School y 
house.tt The following remark is said to have been made 
by the Mayor Luther Lawre:nce, second mayor, about-the first 
,( 
1 
. mayor, Dr. Bartlett, in whose admi:nistra tion the high school 
) 
lot was purchased: 11Wb.at do you think of a ma:n who will lo-
2/ 
cate a High School in a pond of water?n-
I 1 The Moody School - 1841 
:j First gramma:r> school in Belvidere.-- The first and 
:) 
I 
only public grammar school i:n Belvidere was established in 
1841. It Wa.s :named for Paul -Moody, o:ne of the pioneers i:n 
IJla:nufacturing i:n the city. It was first situated at the 
cor:ner of East Merrimack and High Streets, tton a very con-
tracted and very irregular lot, so small, i:ndeed, as to 
compel the boy~ of the school to fi:nd their playgrou:nd in 
3/ 
the streets of the city. u-
Mr. Seth Pooler was the first principal, serving from· 
1841 to 1856. Mr. Joseph Peabody served from 1856 to 1883. 
! Mr. ·william s. Greene was. then elected. 
\ 
New site.-- The school was +>emoved to a large brick 
building corner of High ~d Rogers Street in 1891. 
1/Hurd, op. cit., pg. 113 
2/Ibid., pg. 113 
: 3/Ibid., pg. 119 
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Green School - 1842 
First school of brick.-- ~his school, opened in 1842 
in a brick building on Middle Street, was termed a 1'beauti-l/ . 
ful grammar school house.n- The crowded surroundings re-
sulted in its removal to a new building on Merrimack 
Street., in 1871. The fi:rrn of J. c .. Ayer & co .. purchased 
the old building. The new building., the most costly school 
building to be yet erected, was constructed in 1870 at the. 
cost of $106,000. · 
Its earlier principals have been: 
1842-43 
1843-45 
1845-67 
1867-68 
1868-74 
1874-80 
1880 
Samuel c.· ~ratt 
Aaron Walker 
Charles Morrill (elected Superintendent 
Charles A. Chase of Schools) 
George F .. Lawton 
Albert L. Fisk 
Albert L. Bachelle!' 
Named for educator.-- The Green school was named for 
Dr.· John o. Green, who lived to be very old, and who had 
devoted many years tG)) supervision of the Lowell 'schools. 
Colburn School - 1848 
Named for·warren Colburn.-- This school was built on. 
the southern bank of the· Concord River in. 1848, ·and 
dedicated in December of that year, with the main address 
being given by Rev. Dr. Edson~ It was named for Warren 
colburn, agent of the Merrimack mill, an ardent supporter 
; 
1/School Report of 1842. 
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o~ the early schools, and author o~ the arithmetic books 
used in them ~or many years. His ttcolburn' s First Lessons II 
was in every school-room. 
Firat heads.-- .Aaron Walk~r was the ~irat principal. 
The early leaders were: 
1849-64 ·Aaron Walker 
1864-70 Mrs. Fidelia o. Dodge 
;., 
1870-74 Perley Balch (~or 25 years previous, 
(principal o~ the Edson) 
1874-80 Albert L. Bachelier (became head o~ the Green) 
1880 George w. Howe 
Varnum School - 1851 
:\ School opened in Academy building.-- In 1851 Central-
ville was set o~~ ~rom Dracut. at this time a school known 
as uDracut Academy" was in opel:'ation on Oentralville 
Heights. In ea:rlier days it a~f'ol:'ded the only means o~ 
pursuing a higher education oth.er than that a~~orded by the 
district school, ~or people o~ the area. The Varnum School 
was opened in 1851 in the upper room o~ the old academy 
building. 
In 1857 the new brick building on Myrtle Stl:'ee.t was 
~irst occupied. 
The early principals were: 
1851-53 
1853-78 
1878-
A. w. Boardman 
D. P. Ga~loupe (~or manyyears earlier, 
(head o~ a Salem grammar 
.(school} (25-year term) 
Arthur K. Whitcomb 
It was named ~or Major General Joseph B. Varnum, , 
Dracut 1 s most distinguished citizen, who once held the 
office of president pro tempor~ of the United States 
Senate. 
Franklin and Highland School - 1840 
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History goes back to 1835~-- Originally Grammar School 
No. 4 was an Irish school, held in the basement of st. 
P'atrick 1 s Church from 1835 to ;1.838, when it united with 
Irish school No. 5 (later the Mann) as one school, taught 
in a building called Liberty Hall. 
In 1840 a new school, No.;4, organized in 1839, was 
opened in a schoolhouse on Middlesex St.reet. (The Mann 
school re-assumed its identity when a new schoolhouse was 
opened in January, 1844}. A new brick building wa_s 
erected for the school on Middlesex street, and first oc-
cup i ed in 1845. 
Name-changed to Franklin.:- In 1849 the grammar 
schools were named after eminent national or local persona, 
and so No. 4 was changed to the Fr~nklin school, after the 
illustrious Benjamine _-
Becomes Highland school • ..;~ A new larger building was 
erected for this school in the outel' Highlands-in 1881, and 
on January l, 1882, the school opened as the Highland school, 
named for its-location ob WestPine.Street, in the Highlands 
region. It cost about $43,000. 
•. 
-
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Earliest principals~-- Early principals were 
1840-44 
1844-48 
1848 
1848 
1849-70 
1870-74 
1874-78 
1878-80 
George Spaulding 
Naso:n H. M.orse 
Ephraim Brown·~ (temporary) 
Ephraim Young (transferred to the high 
A. B. Heywood 
Stephen G. Bailey 
Perley Balch 
school in a few montb,s) 
Frank F. Coburn (transferred to the 
· high school) 
1880 Charles w. Morey 
Butler School - 1883 
Named fCJ.r> ·Civil War hero • .::.- ·This school was erected in 
1883, on Gorham Street, at an. expense of $56,000. It was 
.named for Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, local hero of the Civil 
War. 
Early principals were: 
1883-84 George H. Conley (elected Superintendent 
.. ( of Schools 
1884- cornelius F~ Callahan 
Pawtucket School - 1884 
Iridian name.-= Erected in :1884, at a cost of nearly 
$53,000, this school is situated on Mammoth Road in the 
:Pawtucketville section, on land: set off from the town of 
Dracut. It is the only grammar school in Lowell that bears 
) the old Indian name of it a loca.:t;ion. · It opened in September, 
1884. 
,· 
Earliest heads.-- Early principals were: 
1884-85 
1885-86 
1886 
1887-
Oliver c. Semple 
Cyrus w. Irish (transferred to the 
. high school) 
Miss Nellie McDonald (temporary) 
William P. Barry 
Earlier Gratnmar 8-chools--Defunct 
Mann School (No. 5) - 1838 
School for Catholic children.-- The Mann school, 
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named for Horace Mann, distinguished Secretary of the Board 
of Education in the stair&, was established in 1838 for the 
children of Catholic parents under an agreement between the 
school board and the parents. It was formed by uniting 
two Catholic schools already existing and was called the 
Fifth Grammar School, operating at Liberty Hall. In 1844 
the school was removed to a new brick building on Lewis 
street. 
In 1852 most of the girls left to attend a new 
catholic school, Notre Dame academy, close by. In Septem-
ber, l884,the school ended its existence as a grammar 
school. (See Chapter IX for added details}. 
Washington School (No. 3)--1834 
Merged w1 th Edson.-- In 1~34 a second grammar school 
was opened in the North. Grammar school (Bartlett) building, 
and was called the Third Grrunmar school. In 1838 it was 
removed· to the South Gramme.!' schoolhouse (Edson). In 1856 
it was mel:'ged into the Edson s.chool in the same building. 
. i 
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The building was remooelled so that two large rooms each 
with its own principal, were changed to nine small school-
rooms, for the principal and eight teachers. 
ADAMS SCHOOL_ (NO. . 6) .. 183_6 
Hancock-Adams school becomes Bartlett.-- This school 
was opened in 1836 in the lower story of the North Grammar 
school (Bartlett). The school in the upp,er a. tory of the 
same building was called the Hancock. school. When the 
building was remodelled in 1856, the two schools were 
united, and called the Bartlett school. 
HANCOCK SCHOOL :(NO. 2) 
Originally called Grammar No. 2.-- This school was 
held in the upper story of North Grammar school and was 
known as the Second Grammar school until l849·when it was 
given the name Hancock in honor of John Hancock. In 1856 
. .. 
-· 
it united with the Adams school situa~ed in the same 
building, and the -two were ca:lled the Bartlett school· ... 
The building was remodelled at the same time. (See 
Bartlett school) •. 
PRIMARY·- SCHOOLS 
Meagerhistory.-- The history of the primary schools 
is meager. They were and are 9f priceless value. Other 
grades cannot exist without them. 
Starting with :five primary schools in 1826, by the 
end of 1888 thex-e were 90 primary schools, in· 32 seps:rate 
;--
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buildings. Each school had a single teacher. By 1953: 
there were 20 primary schools and two mixed schools. The 
modern primaries- are multiple:-'room schools. 
(For details of the prim~ry schools, see School 
Reports of the various years ) ·• 
Histo~y of the Office of Superintendent of-Schools 
Early history stormy.-- The history of this office 
has been stormy in its early period.- . In 1850 there was 
agitation toelect such an of.:f'icer, but the school board 
didn't do so~ 
New state law.-- Due to the fact that in 1854 the 
General Court. enacted a law ttauthorizing the City Council 
- :to require the School Committee annually to elect a Super-
intendent of public schools, ·with such a salary as the 
. . . - . 1/ 
City Council should determine•, n- that same year the city 
council passed a law to that :effect.-
- . 
Not until .June, 1858,-after prolonged discussion, 
was Gen. Henry K. Oliver of Lawrence, Mass., elected by 
·. - . -
the school board. The common council having voted no 
s.alary, thE:Lman refused to accept.. In December, 1858, 
<Hon. Joseph Wl:lite was elected, but refused, due to in-
sufficient salary.. In February, 1859, ·.George w. Shattuck 
- accepted.·-
. _I/ Hurd, op. cit., pg. 124 
206 
Office abolished in 1859.-- After more contention, 
the office was abolished by popular vote at the annual 
municipal election in December, 1859, by a vote of 1646 
to 1069, and the city council;repealed the ordinance. 
Educator accept{:! position.-- Other cities had a 
superintendent of.schools, and there was a demand for 
such an official here. so, after about four years vacancy, 
the office was filled by Abner J. Phipps, Superintendent 
of Schools in New Bedford. He refused to take office due 
to the low salary until Mayor Hosford' promised to make up 
the deficit from his own purse~ 
The earlier school superintendents included: 
:( Abner J". Phipps, 1864-66; Charles Merrill, 1866-84 ('17-
year term- was principal of the Green School};George H. 
conley, principal of Butler school--left fo:J; position as 
supervisor in the Boston schools; Geor.ge F. Lawton, Atty., 
was principal of Green School. 
c.-f-'"~~~-·''-1 ! ( i 
·' CHAPTER IX. 
HISTORY OF.THE IRISH SCHOOLS (1830-1860) 
1. Social and Economic Background of Ear~y Irish 
Church.and.civic·authorities·so1ve problem~-- Lowell 
successfully solved a vexing problem in the 1830's con-
ce~ned with the town financing of parochial schools. An 
investigation by educators. and the gene~al public as well· 
into this interesting episode of our city's history will 
prove profitable, not only because the problem was peace-
ably and intelligently solved, but because the cooperation 
of the town and church leaders was considered unique in 
the history of the natlon. 
Laborers in alien group.-- The coming of the I~ish to 
Lowell in groups to assist in the construction of canals, 
mills and private homes, posed a problem of aliens .amid a 
distinctly compact group of English-speaking people. The 
first group of 30 laborers led by Hugh CUmmiskey arrived 
in April 1822. 
Social ost~acism.-- Although tbe Irish were British, 
the old-time villagers and the flood of newcomers from 
nearby states did not accept the Irish socially as also 
being British, nor did the Irish wish to be so considered. 
-207-
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Every o1d-world antipathy engendered in a conquered people 
toward the conqueror~ and the feelings of superiority of 
a conquering group towards the: vanquished~ was expressed· 
in the att-itude of the two groups locally. 
·Great economic contrast.-- Another great difference 
separating the two, besides the social chasm, was the 
great contrast economically. The mill agents and over-
seers had comfortable homes; the mill operatives were 
safely lodged in decent boarding houses; but the Irishl 
"In the suburbs of Lowell, within a few 
rods of the canals, is a ·settlement, called by 
some, New Dublin, which o:ccupies rather more than 
an acre of ground. ··It contains a population of 
not far from 500 Irish, who dwell in about 100 
cabins, from 7 to 10 feet in height, built of 
slabs and rough boards; a fire-place made of 
stone, in one end~ topped out with two or three 
flour barrels or lime casks. In a central situa-
tion, is the school bouse, built in the same style 
of the dwelling-houses, turfed up to the eaves, 
with a window in one end, and small boles in two 
sides for the admission of air and light. In this 
room are coll.ected together perhaps 150 cnildren •••• , 
all this under the eye of Capitalists, having 
their seven millions invested in establishments 
along side of them."l/ 
Acre Donated for erection of church.-- Such was the 
situation of the Irish in 1831. Their locality was 
called tttbe Acre" by the townspeople, because an acre bad 
been donated for the spiritual use of the Irish. On this 
1 land, the first Ca tbolic Church, St. Patrick' s,, had been 
I 
1/George F. O'Dwyer, nThe Irish. Catholics of Lowell," 
pg. 8, Sullivan Bros., Lowell, 1920., and 
George F. Kengott, "The Record of.a City, pg. 29, 
M~cmillan co., New York, 1912. 
ll 
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erected and dedicated in the same year. The section is 
stil:~ known as the Acre today. 
School bad central· position._~- It is interesting to 
. . . 
note that a school occupied the -central: position of the 
J.ittl.e settl.ement, showing that the earl:y Irish immigrants 
val.ued an education. 
sunday service in-schoolhouse.-- Anether early scbool:-
h,ouse is connected with early Irlsb history here. For 
several years after 1822, Catholics bad gatnered inter-, . 
mittently to hear mass in the second floor hall of the 
:Merrimack Companyrs schoolhouse, through the generosity 
of Kirk Boott, Company Agent. It is t>ecorded that on 
Sunday, October 7, 1827, Rev. John Mahoney came from Sal:em 
to celebrate mass tnere, and came monthly after that to 
the· same place. 
Diary. notes · cordiality of: mill. agEmt. -- Bishop 
· Benedict Fenwick came to Lowe 11 on Sunday, October :26, · 
-1828. on this occasion the first mass ever attended by 
a Bishop J.:ocally was solemniz~d in the schoolhouse. 
The Bishop's visitation was part of an extended pastoral 
' 
trip. through New England._ In his diary he recorded that 
"At 10 a large concourse of people assembled ••• catholics 
and Froteatants in upper portion of said building so 
there is great dif'ficulty in r~aching the altar ••• makes 
•I 
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his way in finally." Father Mahoney was celebrant, with 
Rev. William Tyler, sub-deacon. Bishop Fenwick mentions 
that Boott sent him an invitation to dine with him at his 
home where he 11waa received with uncommon attention by 
' 2/ 
Mr. Boott. n-
Catholic schoolstarted, 1829.-- The following year, 
1829, Bishop Fenwick established an Irish Catholic school 
here. Its location bas not been definitely established, 
but the presmuption is that the school was located at the 
corner of Jefferson and Market Streets, or in the upper 
story of a four-story brick building named Barnes' 
Folly, near the corner of' Merrimack and Suffolk st~eets. 
Proof of this date can be ascertained by ref'erence 
to Bishop Fenwick's diary in which a notation appeal's 
under the date of' July 13, 1830, "I visit a Catholic 
' :;j 
school, established there the year bef'ore.n- The 
Bishop bad visited Lowell mainly to establish a church. 
The Bishop writes of' being impressed with the per-
formance of' the 50 children present while their school-
master, Patrick Collins, conducted the children in 
catechism and English lessons. 
1/George F. O'Dwyer, t'The Irish Catholics in Lowell, 
pg. 11 
2/Ibid., pg. 12 
--
3/Ibid., pg. 14 
---
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Boott· donated land.-- It was during this visit that 
Kirk Boott donated a gi.ft of' land to Bishop Fenwick's flock. 
Parishioners set to work zealously to erect a wooden church 
that was to care for nnearl.y a thousand souls • .._!/ 
Mob attempts to wreck edi.fice.-- The dedication on 
July 2., 18~:1, almost didntt take place, .for on the night of 
, May 18, 1831, a desperate battle was fought between the Irish 
on one side of the Suffolk Canal and rum-.fired bigots on the 
other side who intended to wreck both the Acre and the un-
finished church. nThe Irish defended themselves and their 
church so effectually that the mob, condemned even by the 
better element of their own people never da!'ed make a 
2/ 
,j 
second attempt. tr 
Ill.;.f;eeling in.public schools.--Thus., in the early 
l830ts, the Know-Nothing Movement, represented by Rev. Lyman 
Beecher and other clergymen, had its repercussions in Lowell. 
The Movement caused a great deal of bitterness generally was 
especially reflected in the attitude of' the school children 
towards one another. Because of ill .feeling in the public 
schools, Rev. Peter Connolly kept most of' his young 
parishioners in humble parish.rooms. School sessions were 
held in two schoolrooms in the church basement for year. 
Y George F. OiDwyer:j"The Irish Catholics in Lowell 1"pg. 19 quoted from "United States Catholic Miscellany," Charleston, 
s. c., (July 23, 1831). · 
2/ Historical Review of the Oldest Catholic Parish in 
L'owe11u, a centennial souvenir brochure composed for st. 
Patrick's Parish (1831-1931). 
I 
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Church.rejects offer of.school committee.-- It is 
~ecorded that a school committee in the late twenties in-
vited the Irish children to 1 attend school th~ee months of 
the year in a room opened for them. This proved unpopular. 
Instead, the child~en were taught the three R's, plus a 
fou~ R-religion,-in the church basement, Fenwick Street, 
by laymen, and by three parish curates, the Revs. J. J. 
K~rlin, John Mahoney and Peter Connolly. 
2. Irish Schools Supported by Public Funds 
History of town-church agreement regarding schools.--
A history of the practice of employing Catholic 
teachers for the Irish schools and the arrangements en-
tared into by ~he Town of Lowell and former school com-
mittees was reported by a sub-committee of the 1843-44 
school committee appointed for the purpose. An extract 
follows: 
"In the first settlement of the town, owing 
to several causes, the Irish were collected and 
built their dwellings chiefly in one quarter, on 
a tract of land familiarly known to all by the 
name of the Acre. A large population was here 
gathered, destitute of nearly every means of 
moral and intellectual ~provement, so generally 
enjoyed in New England. It was not to be expected 
that a community thus situated and neglected so 
near the centre of a populous town, could be 
viewed with indifference; on the contrary, it 
would be watched with great anxiety and appre-
hension. Accordingly, by the advice and efforts 
of philanthropic individuals,, a room was soon 
rented and supplied with fuel and other neces-
saries, and a teacher placed in this school who 
was to be remunerated by a small weekly voluntary 
tax from the parents. From the poverty and in-
difference of the parents, however, the school 
very soon languished and became extinct. It 
was from time to time revived, but after months 
of feebleness again failed. 
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Up to the year l830,,tbe attempts to establish 
a school in this neighborhood were sustained by 
individua~ benevelence chiefly. · At the annual 
tow.n mee:ting in May, 1830, an article was inserted 
in the war~a.nt for the establishment o:f a committee 
to consider the expedience o:f, es.tablishing a se-
parate school fCbr the benefit of the Irish popula-
tion. A committee were chosen by the town, Who 
made a report in ,April, 1831, in :favor of such 
school. This report was accepted, and as the 
schools were at this time carried on in districts, 
the sum of fifty dollars was appropriated for the 
establishment and maintenance of a separate dis-
trict schoel for the Irish. Here was the first 
municipal regulation relation relating to this 
matter, and the origin o:f the separation between 
the two races. · 
The district school appears to have been 
opened and subsequently taught by Hannah Dyar, 
Mercy Underwood, Miss Hayward and possibly some 
others. Like moat of the district schools it was 
kept only a part of the year,and was suspended 
sometimes from the difficulty of finding a suit-
able room for it.» (Annual Report: 1843-44), 
pgs. 5-6. 
'\ First· definite attempt· of· town to support Irish 
'I 
·j Schools.-- This valuable report will be interrupted to 
:I 
,, print strong recommends. tiona of the Town warrant for 
May 3, 1830, in regard to the Acre school situation 
which had cropped up at previous town meetings: 
"To accept the report of the committee to 
devise a method of dividing the money for the 
support of the schools among the several School 
Districts, as also to consider whether it it 
expedient .to appropriate any part of the money 
granted for the support of schools, exclusively 
to the Irish children to. said town •••• Your 
.· 
j' 
I 
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! 
I 
'.1 
i 
I ) 
214 
Committee further recommends that the School Committee 
be authorized to expend at their discretion, and in 
the way they shall deem expedient any sum, not exceed-
ing $50.00 of the money raised for the support of 
schools for the instruction of the Children of the 
Irish families in this town. This provision to apply 
to this year only. All of Which is respectfully 
submitted." 
warren Colburn, Elisha Ford, Henry Coburn, 
Oliver_~· Whipple, I. A· Beard and Artemas 
Young • .!f 
' ' 
Thus, the Co.mmittee ~ppointed to divide the money for 
the support of public schools made the first definite at-
tempt to· set aside an appropriation for the schooling of 
the Town's Irish Catholic children. 
school District for Irish· ·childi-en ·proposed.-- Things 
progressed so that a year later at the March town meeting 
a discussion of a possible school district for them oc-
curred. A resolution was passed on the motion of Rev. 
Eliphalet Case, as follows: 
"The Town voted·to choose a Committee of five 
to determine whether it is expedient to establish 
a School district for the Irish Children in Lowell; 
to report thereon to the Town at the next Towri 
meeting and Rev. Theodore Edson, Rev. E. M. Freeman, 
Rev. E. Case, Elisha Bartlett and Josiah Crosby 
were chosen by nomination from the chair."g/ 
Irish school becomes District No. 7.-- The committee 
vote.d :favorably upon the project at the April ·Town meet-
,!/¥own Records·o:r the Town of Lowell, 1831 
g/Records of the Town of Iowel1, 18-31 
:I 
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ing on motion of James H. B. Ayer. Here is the report: 
"That a. school for the Irish Children has 
been .kept about two years. Last year the Town 
voted the sumof fifty dollars for ita support. 
According to the rule by whieh the ::~school 
money is now divided, this, if made a District 
School, would receive fifty dollars. The average 
number of Children attending the school is about 
thirty. The Irish population is located con-
veniently to form a district by themselves. 
Therefore yo~ committee recommend: 
"That the Irish population, living on the 
Acre, so-called, be formed into a district, to 
be called district No. 7. 
~! "That such Irish families not living within 
the above limits, who, in the opinion of the 
superintending School committee, are conveniently 
situated to send to the School in district No. 7~ 
be considered as belonging to that district. 
Theodore 'Edson 
On Behalf of the Comrni ttee. "!/ 
Generosity of town attracts new residents.-- The 
town's generosity towa!'d the Irish children caused Irish 
families from nea!'by to come here. One Mr. Philip F. 
Scanlon of Dover, N. H. "had moved from Dover to Lowell 
2/ 
because there was a Catholic school he!'e and none there."-
Catholic position on use .of public funds for !'eli-
gious education.-- The Catholic position on the use of 
public funds for religious education was never more clearly 
1/Ibid., 1831, and Fred.erick w. Coburn, History of Lowell 
an-a-Tis People (New York, 1920), pg. 194 
g/George F. O'Dwyer, op. cit., a quote from Bishop Louis 
Walsh nEarly Irish Schools of Lowell. 
\ 
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expressed than in the following letter written at Boston 
on March 26, 1831, by Benedict, Bishop of Boston~ to Mr. 
Scanlon, discussing the receptien of aid by Catholics 
from the town school fund: 
"Dear Sir: I received, a few days ago, your kind 
communicatien. I see no impropriety in the 
Catholic schools in your town receiving aid from 
the s'chool fund, especially if the Cath0lics of 
Lowell have contributed their portion by the pay-
ment of taxes, and othe~iae, toward the support 
of said fund. Common justice would entitle them 
to something out of it, for the payment of their 
Master. But I really do not understand how, in 
this liberal country, it can be made a condition 
to their receiving anything, that they, the 
Catholics shall be in that case debarred from 
having a Catholic teacher,. learning out of Catholic 
books and being taught the catechism of the 
Catholic church. We can never accept such te~s. 
I have no p~tiality toward Mr. · · further than 
I think him a conscientious, good, moral man. As 
to his qualifications as a teacher, I have not 
much to say. I am aware they are not very great, 
but are they not sufficient, as yet, for those 
little children be has the care of? However, if 
the good Catholics of Lowell have an objection to 
him, I shall not wish to retain him. But, it is 
all important that the individual whom they select 
to replace him, be one qualified to instruct 
children in the principles of their religion, for 
I would not give a straw. for that species of educa-
tion, which is not accompanied with and based on 
religion. I remain, 
Your obedient servant, 
BENEDICT, BISHOP OF BOSTON."~ 
School proved unsatisfactory.-- The district, 
however, like other district schools, was opened only for 
a part of the year, and sometimes suspended, having proved 
unsatisfactory. A private school was operating in 1834 in 
1J16id., pgs. 29-30. 
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in t~e church basement, indicating that the public school 
' 1/ 
was not meeting the wants of .the community.-
2
/ 
To quote from the 1843-44 Annual Report: 
"All the arrangements hitherto seem to have 
been very unsatisfactory, for in the year 1834, 
Rev. Mr. conoly·appears to be carrying on a private 
school under the Catholic Church. This was the 
position of affairs up to dune, 1835, when this 
gentleman made application to tbe School Committee 
for aid, and was present at several of their meet-
ings. After considerable deliberation, an arrange-
ment was about this time entered into, which was 
perfectly defined and well understood on each side. 
It is thus detailed in the'annual report of the 
School Committee of the Yffar ending March 1836." 
(Annual Report, 1843-44). pg. 6. 
Town and church made clear cut agreement.--
11It is known to the citizens generally that 
various fruitless attempts have heer.J·hereto1'ore 
made to extend the benefits'of our public schools 
more fully to the children of our Irish population. 
Those attempts have been hitherto frustrated 
chiefly perhaps by a natural apprehension on the 
part of parents and pastors of placing their 
children under Protestant teachers, and in a 
measure, also, by the mutual prejudices and con-
sequent disagreements among the P·rotestant and 
Catholic Children themselves. Your Committee 
have great· pleasure in stating that those dif-
ficulties appear to have been overcome, and the 
above most desirable object to have been fully 
accomplished. 
As early as the month of June last, the Rev. 
Mr. Conolly, of the Catholic Church, applied to 
the Committee for such aid as they might be able 
to give to his exertions for the education and 
improvement of the children under his charge. 
The Committee entered readily and fully into 
I/Ibid., pgs. 29-~o 
---
' 
2tB:urd, History of 1\{iddlesex dounty, Massachusetts, pg. 123 
Tiompiler, D. Hamilton Hurd, Vol. II, J. W. Lew1S & Co., 
Philadelphia, 1890. 
his views, and in this and several subsequent 
interviews a plan for establishing one or more 
separate schools for this purpose was matured 
and has since been put into successful operation. 
On the part of the Committee the following condi-
tions were insisted on as indispensable, before 
any appropriation could be made of the public 
money: 
lst. That the instructers must be examined 
as to their qualifications by the Committee and 
receive their appointments from them. ' 
2d. That the books, exercises and studies 
should all be prescribed and regulated by the 
Committee, and that no other whatever should be 
taught or allowed. 
3d. That these schools should be placed as 
respects the examination, inspection, and general 
supervision of the committee, on precisely the 
same ground as the other schools of the town. 
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On the part of Mr. Conolly, it was urged that, 
to facilitate his efforts, and to render the scheme 
acceptable to his parishioners, the instructers 
must be of the Roman Catholic faith, and that the 
books prescribed should contain no statements of 
facts not admitted by that faith, nor any remarks 
, . reflecting injuriously upon their system of belief • 
. ! These conditions were assented to by the Committee 
as reasonable and proper; and the books in use in 
our other schools were submitted to his inspection, 
and were by him fully approved. On these principles 
there have been established within the past year, 
two under the Catholi~ Church, in June, and one 
I 
II 
'I 
in the vicinity of Chapel Hill, in September last. 
These schools ba ve now been in ope :ration more 
than half a year, and your Committee have the. sat-
isfaction of believing them to have been eminently 
successful, and that they are doing much good to 
this hitherto neglected portion of the community. 
Four hundred and sixty-nine children have during 
the year been brought under the influence of these 
public schools. The average number attached to 
these schools has been two hundred and eighty-two. 
Of which number the average daily attendance has 
been two hundred and eight, showing a punctuality 
fully equal to that of our other schools. 
ii 
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The Committee think the advantages of this 
arrangement must have been obvious to every ob-
server in the improved condition of our stree~ts, 
in their freedom from noisy, quarrelsome and 
truant boys; and it is confidently-hoped they 
will soon be equally obvious in the improved con-
dition and respectability of these children, and 
in their redemption from intellectual and moral 
degradation. (Recorda of·the.Town o:f Lowell, 
1836) March. 
Under the above arrangement the Committee 
proceeded,, June 14, to assume the supervision of 
the private school already existing under the 
Catholic Church, and elected Patrick Collins its 
teacher, one of the public instructers. They 
next chose at the same meeting, Miss Stevens, 
teacher of the Primary School to be established 
in the same place. This lady not being to be 
procured, Mary J. Woodbury was subsequently chosen 
ineher place. Sept. 14, 1835, another Catholic school, 
in the vicinity of Chapel Hill, taught by Daniel 
Mcilroy, under the· auspices O'f Mr. Conolly, was 
adopted as a town school; and the salary of its 
master fixed. The numbers in this school becoming 
very large, an assistant became necessary, and 
June 6, 1836, Richard Walsh was chosen. 
In the summer of 1837, :another room was pre-
pared under the Catholic Church, a new Catholic 
school, being the fourth,was opened, and Mary Ann 
Stanton elected its teacher. 
In June, 1838, Mr. Collins and Mr. Mcilroy's 
schools were united, denominated t~e Fifth Grammar 
School and moved to Liberty Hall, since which time 
the distinction between Grammar and Primary Schools 
bas obtained in the Irish as in ~he other schools. 
The following persons, in addition to those 
above mentioned, have been connected with the 
Irish schools: Sarah M.J. Woodbury, P·eter McDermott, 
Catherine Hogan, Arvilla Woodward, Esther c. Howland, 
\ 
I) 
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James Egan, Jane u. Dennab.y, Louisa M. Adams, 
Catherine Callaghan,Anna Freil, E. D. Sanborn, J.-w. Walsh." (Annual Report, 1843-44) A sub-
committee's review of the Irish Schools) pgs. 
7 and8. 
A local newspaper has an interesting comment to make 
on the examinations for the city schools, summer o~ 1837. 
The public who were invited to attend as spectators were 
told: 
"In your round, reader, if you make it, be 
sure you do not omit the Irish schools. They are, 
more than any other, interesting. The Irish 
children in the schools are ••• bright, active, 
quick, intelligent, and imitative to a remarkable 
degree. We may be mistaken, but we cannot help 
believing we see ih ·.them the characteristics of 
the nation which could give birth to, and foster 
the genius of, a Sheridaq, a Burke, a Grattan, and 
an Emmett~-No spot on earth is more illustrious 
by the genius of her sons than 'Green Erin,' and 
these little scholars look as if they had brought 
a. good share of the spirit and genius of the 
mother land with them." (Lowell Courier, August 
19, 1837, quoted by 0' Dwyer) • . , 
City owned· st.ove··and· school.books.-- The City 
Auditor's report of 1837 tells of repairs done to one of 
the school rooms in the church basement, for which one 
Patrick McDonough received $155 of the city's money. 
11At this particular period, the city owned 
the stove and school books in the school rooms 
under st. Patrick's, an arrangement which con-
tinued up to the merging of the Irish schools 
into the regular city schools in the early 
fifties. The.city bad also an arrangement by 
which the school authorities paid no rent for 
five years, from March, 1836, for the use of one 
of the two school rooms under the ehurcb.nl/ 
1/ Dwyer, op .. cit., pg. 23 
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'i 
! 
l ,, 
I 
221 
Attendance-in five Irish-schools satisfied school 
committee.-- The school report for the year 1837-38 
(April l to March 31) has an interesting statement about 
the Irish schools. 
"A general interes.t is manifested in the 
prosperous condition of our Irish schools. They 
now consist-of two Grammar and three Primary 
schools, kept by four male and two female teachers. 
The whole number of different pupils reported as 
having attended these schools more or less during 
the year, is seven hundred and fifty-two. Mrn t 
of these probably attended three months at least. 
The.average number connected with these schools 
at once, is four hundred and thirty five, and the 
average daily attendance amounts to three hundred 
and forty two. There has been an increase this 
year of one hundred and twenty two in the average 
number~ and eighty three in the daily attendance. 
It may seem by a reference _to the tabular summary 
that the attendance has been quite as good in pro-
portion to .the average number as in,any of o~r 
public a chools. Irish pupils a:re not exclucn:ed 
from,the other public schools to which convenience 
of location and requisite attainments may entitle,·. 
them to.be admitted. They have access to the.High 
School on equal conditions with others, .and more 
or less may be found in the various schools of 
every rank in the city.n- (Annual Report, 1837-
38, Pg. 5). O'Dwyer, pg. 23 • 
. Two grammar schools merged.-- Where were these 
' 
schools located in 1837~8? No. 5 Grammar school was 
located on Church street under Daniel Mcilroy, with 
Primary school No. 19 in the same two-story building, 
under Richard Walsh. Grammar School No. 4 was located 
on Fenwick Street in the church basement, with Patrick 
Collins in charge. (These two grammar schools became 
Grammar School No. 5 following a marger in June, 1838, 
and the school was locaped· at Liberty Hall, Market 
Street ~t Jefferson). 
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Primary 11 under Peter McDermott was in the church~ 
Fenwick street, as was Primary 15, under MaryA. and 
Sarah M. Woodbury. 
Merger pronounced success.-- Of the school merger, 
the Annual Report of 1838-39 remarks: 
"In-pursuance of a desire to elevate the 
character of our Irish Grammar Schools~ the two 
of last year's report having united into one, 
a large room secured for it, a principal and 
assistant master appointed~-the same division 
of.time and the same rotation .of exercises in-
troduced as in the other schools .of the same 
rank. The result thus fa.r is thought to justify 
the change."l/ y 
The coat of 'r1tting up room for Grammar No. 5" was 
$326.50. Dr. Mcilroy and P. McDermott were in charge. 
Teachers in Irish primaries.-- The Irish primaries 
in 1838-39 bad the following teachers. No. 11, Fenwick 
Street, Catherine A. Hogan; No. 15, Fenwick Street, 
Mary A. Woodbury; No. 19, Church Street, Richard Walsh; 
and No. 21, Fenwick Street, Sarah M. J. woodbury. 
The Report for,l839-40 states that a_ new primary 
school would be needed during the coming year in Fenwick 
Street for the benefit of the Irish population. 
Condition of primary schools.-- The condition of the 
primary schools, among them the Irish ones, were described, 
. 1/Annugl Reo9rt 38-39, pg. 3-4 
2/I.Q.1Q.. ~ pg. 6 
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thusly: No. 19 was well-located, in a ?ity-owned build-
ing with spacious and well-fenced yard; No. 11, in the 
church basement, Fenwick Street, had a good location. 
"Room guarantied to the city free of rent for 5 years 
from September 1836, the city owning the stove and other 
. y 
furniture, and paying for repairs. •• 
No .. 15 1 under the Catholic Church•-- "Furniture owned 
by the city, Who are tenants at sufferance. Rent free. 
2/ 
Location good.n- No. 21 was similar to No. 15. 
Committee deemed schools a wise plan.-- Of the suc-
cess of the Irish schools thus far, the Report has this 
to say: 
"From inquiries formally made respecting the · 
be~ing of the common school system upon the Irish 
population in other cities and large .towns, the. 
committee have derived new evidence of the wisdom 
of the plan adopted in this city, and which is be-
lieved to be peculiar to ourselves. No other place, 
it is supposed, can exhibit the.same proportion of 
this class of children in.the common schools. Their 
general attendance at school can scarcely be too 
highly appreciated even. as a matter of police and 
protection against juvenile delinquency. As these 
children are admitted to the high school, and to. 
all other schools when their parents desire it, on 
the same terms with other children, the system is 
chargeable, on our part, with no prejudice or ex-
clusiveness. Nowhere has greater proficiency been 
witnessed than in these schools. Nor can any 
countervailing evils be apprehended from the con-
cessions by which these benefits are secured, as 
long as the course of study and instruction is 
prescribed by thecommittee and is the same as in 
!/Annual Report, 1839-40, pg. 5. 
g/Ibid. , pg. 6 
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other schools. Gre.rmnar school No~ 5, and-primaries, 
J.l, 15, 19 and 21 are of this description.".!/ 
On school committee.~- The school committee of this 
past year was composed of Rev~ Amos Blanchard, Rev. 
Theodore Edson and Rev. Henry A~ Miles, .Tohn Smith, Gilman 
Kimball and H. G. F. Corliss, and was dated March 24, 1840. 
The school report for the year 1841-42 states that all 
the grammar schoolhouses except the building occupied 
"by the Irish Grammar School, No. 5, are owned by 
the City: of that the rent is large; and the accom-
modations are insufficient •. A new house for the 
more perfect accommodation of that.interesting 
school, in a more eligible .·situation,. is much 
wanted. ny . ' . 
Primaries overflowing.-- Of the primary schools the 
same Report states that 
"The Irish Primaries, ll, 15, 19, 21 and 22ri are 
all well conducted, and better patronized than here-
tofore. They are quite to,o full; and it is very 
desirable that other rooms for one or two schools, 
in or near the new Catholic Church, should be im-
mediately furnished by the .City. "Y 
No. 5 had inconveniences.-- The 1.842-43 Report re-
marks that 
"Especiall.y is credit due . to the tea_chers and 
pupils of the Fifth Grammar School., that they have 
sustained themselves so we.ll under many incG>nveniences 
of their school-room and location."!! 
ytbia, /pg. 7 
g/.Annual Report, 1841-42, pg. 4 
,Yibid., pg. 4 
ilnnual Report, pg. 4. 
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The 184.3-44 Report s·peaks. of two new primary schools 
located in the "new Grammar School-house on Lewis Street,"d/ 
which was occupied on January 7. Another Irish primary 
ttupon Fenwick Street, is occupied by Primary No. 26; 
a tolerable building, but its location is so de-
cidedly bad that it is doubtful whether any other 
than an Irish school can be maintained there."g/ 
No. 5 grB.minar has year of turmoil.-- In this Report 
Grammar No. 5 is mentioned at length. 
"This school is composed of children of Irish 
parents. It has during the year passed through sev-
eral vicissitudes which deserve to be somewhat 
ful~y detailed to our citizens. In June last peti-
tions were sent to the School Committee, purporting 
to be numerously.$igned by Catholic parents, praying 
for the removal of seven of the Catholic teachers, 
some of whom had been several years acceptably em-
ployed by the City. At the end of the quarter in 
June also, the Principal of this school resigned 
his place. In consequence of these .movements, the 
School Committee felt called upon to review the 
whole policy touching the election of Catholic 
teachers; a sub-committee was appointed by the 
School Committee to report the history of this 
practice and the arrangements which have been en-
tered-into in relation to this subject by the Town 
and former Committees."3/ 
The lengthy Report of the sub-committee has already 
been accorded space in this chapter. 
Committee resolv-e.a to continue support.-- The Annual 
Report continues by stating that in March, 1844, there 
was one grammar school and five primaries, composed ex-
YAnnual Report, 1843-44, pg. 4. 
Y,Ibid. , pg. 4 
Yibid., pg. 5 
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elusively of Irish ~hildren. 11 
"According to the tables of this year's Report~ 
the aver~ge number belonging to these schools is six 
hundred and thirty-eight, and the daily average at-
tendance four hundred and forty-three. 
At the regular quarterly examination in the last 
week in June, there were present in these schools 
545 pupils; and without going into any details, we 
may say that at no former period bad they appeared 
better, and the Committee were satisfied with each 
of the instructers connected with them. 
At the opening of these schools after the vaca-
tion; on the 15th of July, to the surprise and re-
gret of the Committee, but very few of the pupils 
made their appearance, amounting in.all only to one 
hundred and thirty-two. These.schools were, thus 
suddenly, almost annihilated for nearly.three weeks. 
Of the causes of this·reverse, the School Committee 
have received the most full and explicit information. 
Inasmuch, however, as a history of them would in-
volve individual motives and conduct, and more es-
pecially as for several months-past, since the com-
mencement .of th.e present term on the 9th of October, 
these schools have very-nearly regained their former 
number, showing the opposition to have ceased,.the 
Committee do not deem it expedient to enter into 
their recapitulation • 
. Upon a review of all the facts connected with 
the origin and constitution of our Catholic schools, 
the School Committee resolved that it was expedient 
to continue for the pres_ent . the arrangement of 
forme~ years, by the election of another.Catholic 
teacher as-Principal of Grammar School No. 5 • 
. And, that in making this election they should 
recognize only the principles, so distinctly set 
forth in-the Report of the School Committee, in the 
year 1836; and, that by making these concessions, 
they believed they should bring a large.number of 
these children under the influences of-our common 
school system than can be done in any other way.ny 
1/Hurd, op. cit., pg. 122 
2/Annual Report, op. cit., pgs. 8 and 9 
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Improvement shown in new building.-- The No. 5 
Grammar was moved into a new building on Lewis Street on 
January 8, 1844. The building cost $9~650. 
"The school already gives most gratifying 
evidence of improvement. Indeed the same spirit 
which sustained it under its many previous discourage-
ments will ere long elevate it to a high position."!/ 
chart of school figures.-- A brief chart of.Irish 
school statistics covering a 10 year period follows: 
Irish School Statis.tics for Decade 
No. of No. of Whole· No. Average No. Average 
·Grammar Primary Belon~ing Belonging Daily 
Year Scb.9Q.ls Schools Attend. 
1835 1 2 469 282 268 
1838 2 3 752 435 342 
1844 1 5 638 443 
No. 5 called "Pleasing School."-- In the Report of 
the school year 1844-45, the following is said of No. 5 
Grammar, conducted by a Mr. George w. Shattuck. 
"Notwithstanding a year of many adverse in-
fluences and discouragements, .this is a moat quiet 
and pleasing school. If in £or.mer.reports it has 
been almost uniformly commended, more especially 
now does it give high promise of continued 
prosperity. ny · 
In a chart enclosed with the.above Report, Grammar 
il No. 5, under a Mr. Flynn, has the following statistics for 
1844, belied by the published praise reco.rded ea.rlier: 
Number examined for the High School~ 15; number rejected, 
15. 
1/Annuai Report, 1843-44, pg. 9 
2/Annual Repo~t, 1844-45, pg. 7 
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. . . 
Another.Irish primary needed.-- In the same Repo~t, 
the Committee stated that a new Primary school-house ought 
to be built near No. 26 (Irish), Fenwick Stree·t, and the 
school now kept there removed into the new house, and an 
Irish school taken .from the church basement and put in its 
place. ttwe are informed that the lease of all these rooms 
under the church would be gladly given up any time."!/ 
No. 5 ·sent smallest number to high school.-- The 
1847 Report states that in 1844-45, no pupils were sent 
to the high from it; in 1845-46, 11; 1846, 3; 1847, none, 
making the smallest total close to four years, whereas 
the largest total was 124, from Grammar No. 7, East 
M~rrimack Street.• However, of the eight grammar schools 
discussed, No. 5 sent the largest number by certificate 
into the mills during the four years (149). One grammar 
sent only 7, No. 4 Middlesex Street. In average daily 
at~endance during the four years, No. 5 had 144, while 
No. 7 had the highest, 193, and the lowest, No. 4 had 
107. 
New primary schoolhouse, Adams Street.-- In 1847 the 
schools kept for some years under the Catholic Church, 
Fenwick street, Nos. 15, 22 and 32, were removed late in. 
the year to a new house on Adams Street. 
1/Annual Report, Ibid., pg. 1~ 
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, . . Most pupils entered mills.-- The Report spoke o.f 
particulars that altered the actual state of the gramma~ 
schools and singled out No. 5 Grammar as an example. Ad-
vertising to the fact that No-•. 5 sent no candidates to the 
high school in 1847, the principal gave the following ex-
Planation. 
"1. Some scholars,. who were qualified for the 
high school did not wish to go, as they were expect-
ing to attend school only a short time. Seven 
scholars, who were supposed, by the Principal, 
qualified for the high school declined being examined 
on this account. · 
. 2. A very large number of scholars in this 
school enter the mills. More than one seventh of 
the whole number of scholars connected with this 
school the past .year, have received certificates 
for the mill from the Principal. This has fallen 
heavily upon the higher classes, taking away, in 
mal:ly instances, the best and most advanced scholars."!/ 
The total entering the mill from No. 5 Grammar by 
certificate was 52. From.l838 to 1851 about one third of 
the whole number of certificates have been issued from 
2/ 
the Mann School, 669; the total overall was 20707 
Irish Sch~ol overcrowded.-- A discussion of over-
crowding in the Irish School marks the 1848 Report. 
"Some of the Primary schools have been exces-
sively crowded. Fowr or five of them contain nearly 
twice as many pupils as the statute authorizes. This 
remark applies particularly to the Schools on Adams 
and Lewis Streets, The rooms where these schools 
are kept were designed to seat about fifty pupils 
YAnnU.aJ ~:Report, 1847, pg.· 24 
g%.Anriual Report, 1~48, pg. 15 
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each. In four of them, at least, the average attend-
ance has been between eighty and ninety. The com-
mittee could not :foresee this great increase of 
scholars, and of course made no provision for it. 
It was occasioned in some degree by the disbanding 
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of a large private School which was kept in the base-
ment of one of the Catholic; churches. Land haS. been 
negotiated for a.t the corner of Adams and Cross Streets_, 
for a new schoolhouse; and .when that shall be erected_, 
it will relieve nearly all the Schools which are now 
crowded."l/ 
To relieve the immediate need a Committee was appointed 
to assist. It recommended that a suitable room be rented 
temporarily, the matter to be presented to the City Council 
early the next year. 
Daughter of Irish pioneer a'teacher.-- In 1849 a Miss 
Ann M. Cummiskey was engaged to teach in the new No. 43 
primary, Cross Street_, corner of Adams Street. She was the 
daughter of Hugh Cummiskey, who was called the first Irish 
pioneer. He led the group of 30 Irishmen here from Charles-
town on April 6, 1822, walking all.the way, to interview 
Kirk Boott for jobs on canal repair. 
New building criticized.-- Of this school building o 
opened in 1849, the Report had this to say: 
nonly one school-house has been erected during 
the past year. This is situated at the corner of 
Adams and Cross streets. I.t is two stories high, 
and will accommodate four schools, though only one is 
in operation in it at the present time. The cost of 
this building, including the land, was about $3,300. 
The school now in operation in this house was estab-
lised early in the year, and was tempqrarily kept in 
!/Annual Report, 1848_,-pg. 15 
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the basement of one of the Catho~ie Churches. A few 
weeks ago it was removed to its present location. 
It is feared that this house is not constructed 
on the best p~an. The lower rooms have windows only 
on one aide, and consequently they cannot be properly 
ventilated. It is true that Emeraon•s Ventilator is 
put up in the building, but it is not of sufficient 
capacity to ventilate the large and crowded School-
rooms •. In the- .. summer season, the air ·in the two 
lowe!' rooms, at least, one openi.ng to the east and 
the other to the west, will be excessively hot and 
offensive. Where it is possible, .school-rooms shou~d 
be so constructed as to have windows on opposite 
sides of the rooms, that there may be a free. circula-
tion o:f air. In cases, however, where this is im-
possible, the doors and stoves should be so located 
that the .. children can be seated with their backs to 
the windows, since it is positively injurious to 
the sight to have the light fall directly upon the 
£ace, esyecially when it enters the room on one side 
only.".!/ 
The 1849 Report states that there were three primaries 
in the sam~ building on Adams street, and that one of these 
could easi+y be converted into proposed intermediate 
schools. 
State secretary eulogized Grammar No. 5.-- Stating 
that the fprmer high :;character of -the grammar schools was 
~ maintained during the year 1950, the Report mentions spe-
cifically the Irish school No. 5 (given the title Mann 
1school in 1849, when all grammar schools were given names 
H 
:Of eminent men). 
"Of .the Mann School, composed entirely of 
Irish pupils, the Secretary of the (State) Board 
o:f Education, the Rev. Dr. Sears, said: 1!'" have 
!/Annual Repor~, 1849, pgs. 17-18. 
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seen no school of the kind equal.to it, in all my 
visits to schools.' Intend~ng, of course, that he 
had seen no-Irish G!'emmar School equally good. ·It 
may be well to say that similar rema~ks we!'e made 
by Dr. Sears, .in !'egard to some of the P!'imary 
Schools which he visited, composed entirely of 
Irish children.".!/ 
Attendance of children of foreign parentage most 
gratifying.-- In 1851, the committee looked into the at-
tendance of the Irish schools following the assertion of 
the Massachusetts School-Report that "The non-attendance 
of foreign children at school' is.assuming a fearful. im-
2/ 
portance.u- This group in Lowell constituted nearly two 
fifths of the-school population. 
The Report asserted that 
"A generems and enlightened policy in this 
regard, was early adopted in Lowell. From its 
first settl.ement, J.arge pumbers of Irish immigrants 
had settled near what is called "the Acre." Private 
charity; at first, provided a school far their 
benefit. This failing, the town, in 1831, appro-
. priated the sum of fifty dollars to this object. 
In 1835, three .Irish scbo.ols were established, 
which were attended, that year, by foUr hundred 
and sixty-nine children, with "a punctuality and 
regularity," says the School Report of that year, 
'fully equal w that of our other schools.' F!'om 
that period to the present, the most.liberal provi-
sion }J..as been made for this part of our population 
in common with the rest. The establishment of ex-
clusive schools has been yielding to what will be 
conside!'ed a wiser policy. Of the few schools 
attended only by Irish, some are deserving of the 
nighest praise in point of order, vivacity, and 
proficiency-in stu4y. The quickness, intelligence, 
and spirit of the Celtic ,race are easily excited, 
I7lnnuai Re2or~, 1850, pg. 15 
,g/Annual Report, 1851,. pg. 10 
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by a teacher of an earnest, c0romanding and en-
lightened chara.cter."l/ . . 
Of the 5,415 children reported by a census of J"une, 
1851, as residing in Lowell (aged five to 15), 1955 (37%) 
were born of foreign parents~ School returns give a. 
ratio of 36% of such children attending school. This in-
dicated a better relative att~ndance of foreign children 
than the committee had hoped for. The regularity of at-
tendance was commendable among the "foreign children2f 
not being "inferior to that 9f our native children.u-
Foreign element increased in primaries.-- In 1851 
25% of the grammar school pupils were of foreign parent-
age; 4:3% of the primary child:r-en; 46% of the primaries 
plus intermediates. The committee noted a gradual in-
crease of the foreign element ·in the schools, totalling 
nearly one half of the lower grades. This was similar 
to Boston, where children of foreign parentage con-
stituted the larger number_ib.the primaries. 
. " 
·Below is a table_ showibg. the relative attenda.bee 
of childreb of foreign parentage in the Lowell schools,; 
in 1851. 
!/Annual Report, Ibid., pg. 11 
; 
2/Annual Report, Ibid., pg. 12 
" 'l 
l 
!I 
:I 
I 
I 
I\ 
234 
School Attendance of Children of Foreign Parentage 
(1851) 
In All 
Schools 'High Grammar Inter. Prim. 
Whole NCi. for the 
Year 8712 381 3426 523 4662 
No.·Of forei$n 
parentage 3428 20 780 364 2023 
Rati9 of foreign 
Parentage 38 5·. 26 69 43 
Foreign element in grammar schools.-- In Feb-
ruary, 1851, the attendance of children of foreign parent-
age in the several grammar schools, was as follows: 
Grammar School Attendance of Children of Foreign 
Parentage - (1851) 
Whole No. 
Schools ~· for Term 
Edson 37 235 
Hancock 7 240 
Washington 33 200 
Franklin 10 216 
Mann 310 310 
Adams 32 265 
Moody 42 270 
Green 61 297 
Colburn 43 268 
Assresate 575 2,301 
Irish school chosen for first intermediate school.--
The subject of intermediate schools was considered in 
1850, but not ,acted upon until early in 1851, following 
a report on such schools by Dr. N. Allen in March. Three 
such schools were quickly established, the first among 
them in the Mann school. Miss Laura E. Legate, an ex~ 
perienced and accomplished teacher, was elected principal 
on April 15. The school opened on April 25 with over 
235 
100 pupils.. The two other intermediate schools were lo-
cated as follows: No. 2 1 in the Moody school, with Miss 
Mary Gilles, principal, and about 80 pupils; No. 3, in 
the Green school, with Miss Mary A. Beard in charge of 
over 100. 
:: Mann School pJ:>onounced highly_ successful.-- The un-
J/ precedented honor conf'el:'red upon the Irish schools when 
the Mann school on Lewis Street was chosen as the first 
II 
il 
'I 
'I 
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of three, and given the title of No. l Intermediate 
school, was upheld when the committee of 1851 pronounced 
it highly successful. 
"The Committee intend no disparagement of the 
other schools in this grade, by noticing parti-
cularly the first scboo·l founded, under the charge 
of Miss Legate; which, though attended only by 
Irish children, has presented an example of order, 
maintained almost exclusively by moral means, of 
animated and thorough teaching, in which oral in-
struction has had a large place, of evident and 
rapid improvement, the resu~t of judicious and 
intelligent modes of instruction-are not surpassed, 
. perhaps, by any school in Lowell. ttl 
. -
The other two .schools were deemed satisfactory and dis-
missed with once sentence! 
committee pramsed order and ability at Mann.-- When 
the committee intrus·ted to conduct the closing examina-
tion of that year in the Mann No. 1 Intermediate, pre-
sented its report, the following statement was enclosed: 
nThe examination was impartial, and lasted 
from half past one to. fo.ur o'clock without recess. 
!/Annual Report, ibid., pg. 3T/ 
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The order was per£ect. No scholar violated 
even the strictest rules of propriety. Reading 
was in full clear tones, the enunciation good~ 
the sounds of the letters given with accuracy. 
!s a general exercise the teacher has taught 
History and Physiology orally~ and the accuracy 
of the answers quite surprised all present. 
Seldom, during my life, have I spent so 
happy an afternoon.!/ . 
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City continued support.~- From 1835 to 1852 the com-
munity contributed to the Irish schools a fair proportion 
of the disbursement for education. This arrangement is 
"probably the only example of such enlightened, 
single-mirided zeal for the progress of education 
in the history of the country.ug/ . 
The leading Irish schools were the Mann and Franklin, 
at this time. 
· Private schooldraws pupils--1852.--With the opening 
of Notre Dame Academy for girls in 1852~ and a free school 
for girls, both situated in st~ Patrick's parish, the same. 
year~ the necessity of the ci:ty' a arrangement with the 
Irish schools lessened. Hurd calls the school wrongly 
3/ 
"The Female Academy. n- The Annual report has this to say: 
.,,The Roman Gatholic.s have, during the past 
year, set up a School for girls for the particular 
benefit of their own religious persuasion; not on 
the ground of giving a better education in the 
!/Annual Report, ·ib1d1 ,pg. 37 
,g/Histori~al Review (Brochure) op. cit. 
yHurd, op. cit.~ pg. 123 
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common branches taught in our Public Schools, but 
with a view to supplying the dericiency of reli-
gious instruction. 
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Although it be the privilege of the people, o~ 
any ·portion or them, to ·''educate their own children, 
yet we take it to be the duty of the State to see 
that all children be educated, in a deg~ee, upon the 
common basis. We do not see how the State ean trans-
fer entirely its ~esponsibility, or rail to retain 
a general ove~sight or this matter. Children under 
fourteen cannot be employed by chartered corpora-
tions, without a qua~te~'s schooling annually, such 
as the state deems competent."!/ 
,.... 
Financial support of Irish· scb.'ools ten:ninated.--The 
The rule regarding use of public school ~ooms was revised 
in 1852, among other rules "Ci~cumstances during the pre-
sent year having brought this subject strongly berore the 
. . y 
minds of the Committee, and or the community generally." 
Lawyer states case against use of public school 
'\ rooms.-- The ~egulation follows: 
,, 
"'Rooms occupied by the Public Schools shall 
in no case be let, or used for private schools, or 
for other purposes.' The Publie Schools being a 
State institution, the ab~ve rule is founded as 
well in a just consideration of the rights and 
interests of these schools, as on the Statute Laws 
of the commonwealth, and the decisions of her judicial tribunals. The following correspondence 
will put the subject in its true light:-
Hon. Tappan Wentworth,-
Dear Sir:- Will yo~ favor me with your opinion 
as a lawyer, on the following questions, vi.z:-
Has the School Committee a right to put a 
Public school Room to any other use than that or 
the Publi~ Schools? 
!(Annual Report, 1852, pg. 20 
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Has the City Government a right to allow a 
sunday School, or any other School, not properly 
under the supervision of the School Committee, to 
be kept in a room appr0priated to the use of a 
Public School? 
I have the honor no remain, 
Very respectfully, 
Your friend and servant 
· Theodol:'e Edson. 
Lowell December 24th, 1852. 
Deal:' SiX':- Your letter asking for an opinion upon 
the power of the School Committee, and the City 
Government, in regard to the use and management 
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of the School-houses in the City was duly received, 
and I will, in answer to your inquiries, state 
what I consider to be law, applicable thereto. 
First,- Has the School Committee a right to 
put a Public School House to any other use than 
that of the Public Schools? 
The power of the School Committee is derft9d 
fl:'om the Statutes, and their control over the 
School-Rouses extends to the keeping them in good 
order, providing fuel, and everything necessary 
therein, for the convenience of the scholars. _ 
They have no power to dispose of the houses for any 
pur~ose, either by lea~e or otherwise, nor to ap-
propriate them to any purpose, nor to suffer them 
to be used for any purppse, save only for the Public 
Schools. And when a School-house is no longer re-
quired by the City for the use of the Public Schools, 
the superintendance of the School Committee over the 
building ceases. 
Second,- Has the City Government a right to al~ 
low a Sunday School, or any other School, not under 
the proper supervision of the School Committee, to 
be kept in a room appropriated to the use of and 
occupied by a Public School? 
The City Government has the· general control of 
the property belonging to the City,- including 
school-houses; and the City is compelled to make 
provision for the schools designated by law. But 
it cannot by law make any provision for a Sunday 
School, -or any other School, not legally under the 
supervision of the School Committee. Undoubtedly 
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the city Government might lease a building belonging 
to the City, and not occupied by a Public school, 
for the use of such a School as·you allude to; but 
to allow such a school to be kept in a room appro-
priated to, and used by a public school, would be 
contrary to the manifest intent of the law. 
Tnepower of the City Government, and the power 
of the school committee, over the subj9 ct referred 
to, is a trust power conferred upon them by law for 
specific purposes designated oy the statutes of the 
commonwealth, -relating to the Public Scb.ools. With 
no other Schools nave the officers of the City, 
in. their official capacity, any conne:xion; and any 
act of theirs appropriating the Public School Rooms 
to any other use, other than for such Schools as the 
law designateds, is clearly illegal. 
With much respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
Signed Tappan Wentworth. 
Rev. Theodore Edson., D. D., Lowell 
Change .in Cb.aracter.of·Irish School Considered.-- In 
1853 the committee reported that 
"The condition and prospects of the Mann School 
have received much attention. The establishment of a 
parochial scb.ool by the Roman catholics, bas drawn . 
heavily upon all tne.Irish schools in the upper sec-t~on of the city, and the Mann scb.ool has been an 
especial sufferer. Hence, it has been a question 
whether the distinctive character of the Mann school 
should not be changed. In July a committee was ap-
pointed to consider the whole subjet; to inquire 
into the expediency of dividing the Adams school 
into ::tntermediate Schools, and transferring the 
Principal to the Mann School, then unsupplied nd 
report thereon."1/ , a 
change ·not made.-- The committee 11 . '~ · ~.·. - ecommen~a f~th~~ ~
o made, and a study by the school board. The change was n·t 
valuable teaoher was hired to fill the vacancy ~n the ~ann 
School. 
!/Annual Repo.rt, 1853, pg~ 20 
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Intermediate exigency.-- The same Report discusses 
the Intermediate sehools,.deaigned to "meet an exigency~ 
and provide for a want peculiar to a manufacturing city," y 
and not just to constitute a grade of schools." 
The Report states 
"The first Inte:rmediate School was organized 
in 1851, under Miss Legate, and was composed of 
Irish children. The experiment was so satisfactory 
that ~wo others were immediately opened, and your 
present committee found them in successful progress, 
and answering a valuable purpose.n,g/ . 
Few pupils at Irish intermediate.-- Two of the inter-
mediate principals resigned this past year: Miss Beard of 
No. 3, Middle Street, due to failing health, and Miss 
Legate of No. 1, Lewis street. Of her school the Report 
said: 
llThis School has been suffering under the same 
causes which have affected the Mann School. The 
girls hav~, generally, been withdrawn by their 
parents and guardians, and in the present state of 
affairs it seems hardly desirable that the School 
should be continued in its present form. Miss 
Legate resigned-in July, since which the School has 
been in charge of a temporary teachere"3/ 
Teacher's death.-- The death of Miss Mary J. Dow 
occurred in November, the only one among teachers during 
the year •. 11 She was a useful efficient teacher in the 
1Jlnnual Report, ibid., pg. 23 
2/Annual Report, ibid., pg. 23 
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Mann· School, u.:ntil compelled by sickness to leave her 
1/ 
station. u-
Federal sectarian schools: receivi:n·g public funds.--
A·different tenor can be :noted in the remarks made in the 
1853 Report anent the Irish scboois. In a section of the 
Report labelled nsECTARIAN ScHOOLS". the following may be 
found! 
"This extract (a quote from the 1852 Report 
concerning the new Catholic private school for 
girls) brings to our view a subject of alarming 
~portance. .Our free school system is o:ne of 
the pillars of our civil freedom. Abandon that 
system, and one of the main supports of our 
national independence is gone, and the people 
turn back to ignorance and tyranny. Great ef-
forts are being made to u.nderrnine our school 
system, and establish a parochial school system, 
in which each sect shall educate its own youth, 
drawing fu:nds thet>efor from the public treasury. 
That a:ny sect has a perfect right to establish 
scllools of its' own; .none can deny. But whether 
it is best -·to ababdon our Public Scbools for 
sectarian schools is another que~tion--a question 
which is now agitating eyery state in the Union. 
As stated in the Report of last year, one of these 
schools was established here in 1852, and the fe-
male pupils of one section of our city were with-
. drawn, leaving several schools without a single 
female scholar.. If the object of a free school 
system is subserved by sectarian schools, and the 
·members of a:ny sect are willing to sustain them, no 
objection can be urged against it.· But if it shall 
be found that the children withdraw:n from our Public 
Schools, and sent to places of religious i:nstruc-
tion, are not properly educated in those branches 
Which make useful me:n and women, then it becomes a 
matter of interest to the publicmind ge:nerally.--
Public education is established by law. Whoever 
refuses to educate his children is a foe to the 
community, for a single generation of ign'orant 
children would endanger all our future history. 
1/Ann':al Reporli, ibid., pg. 29 
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For its own safety society is bound to educate its 
~outh, and if' children ~ef'use to be educated, the 
l~w comes in to enforce; the claims of' so~iet~. 
We :find, then, existing throughout the land 
sectarian schools of' various ki:nds.. In one such, 
hundreds of' our youth are taught, and the inquiry, 
Does this school systemaccomplish-tbe object con-
templated ·by the laws o:f this Commonwealth? comes 
- within the province of' the School Committee. Let 
us look at a few :facts .. 
1. Sectarian schools, of all sects, are beyond 
the investigation of' all public School Commi:ttees. -
Their recitations are heard with closed doors, and 
-no public examinations.are ever given. Society i.'s 
:round to educate its yo~th; but society cannot know 
whether the children.sent to a sectarian school are 
educated or not. Investigation and inquiry are met 
with rebuke and remonstrance, and the purpose of 
gene!'al school law is evaded. 
2. The avowed object of' sectarian schools is 
"religious teaching." Our scbool laws have in view 
the training of the mind.-· Now in -a -sectarian school, 
the mind may be train~d; 6r it may not. If it is 
not, society has claims upon which she 1s bound to 
insist. The great objects of public education are 
not subserved by an acquaintance with the dogmas of' 
any creed. If', therefore, sectarian schools do not 
train_the mind, they do not fulfill the design of 
our -scl;lool laws, and hence fail of' furnishing a 
general education :for the young. The-avowed object 
being the 1 teaching of religion' we have no evidence 
that they go much beyond this. 
3. Actual observation teaches.that the conclusion 
arrived at in thef'oregoing paragraph, is true with 
relation to sectSJrian schools generally, as they 
exist in this Commonwealth •. It is :round that child-
ren who have been taken·_ f'~om our public schools,. and 
af'ter a while allowed to return, have been unable, to 
sustain an examination in the same studies with which 
they seemed to be :familiar when they le:ft. Instead 
of' an advancement, there has been a retrogression, 
showing that, while the ciistinctive sentiments of 
this or that church are taught, solid acquirements 
in reading, spelling, and arithmetic are neglected. 
This is-the testimony of' teachers in our own, as 
• II I 
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well as other cities, ~d is conclusive proof 
ag3;inst any departure f!'6m our present school 
system. It may also be said that this is not our 
business, that if this s~ct, or that, chooses to 
sacrifice the mental training of the young, it is 
no concern of School O~ittee or city government.--
But is this sound doctrine? An uneducated community 
abounds with paupers and criminals. The history of 
- nations proclaims aloud that education is essential 
to fl'eedom. And wbo will support the paupe!'s made 
by ignot=a:nce? societyl Who will provide a police 
to protect vi-rtue, and prope!'t·y, and life, against 
the assaults of ignorance? SocietyJ Who will 
build prisons, courts of justice, -and houses of 
refonnation, for men whoni ignorance has made mad? _ 
society! Well, has-not society a right to pt=otect 
itself against this ignorance which is the sou!'ce 
of so much expense, sorrQw and crime? Has not 
society a righ~ to t=equire all_children of sound 
mind and body to place themselv-es unde!' .the in-
fluence of education? Most certainly it has, and 
this it virtually does b~ existing laws. "Y 
La-ws protecting minor:s reviewed.-- To prove its 
point, the committee followed with the printing of the 
state law !'egarding employment of children in mills under 
15 years of age, speaking of the necessity of attending 
school at least one term of 11 weeks, the fineing of the 
faulty employers $50, and the mandate to take a certi-
ficate from such children before employing them. The 
Report said it was the duty of.the School Committee to 
. prosecute all offenders, and that the stat·e legis.lature 
had as an object in passing the law the general education 
of ·society. 
"If the legislature haa·a right to require manu-
factu:t?ing establishments.to obtain such a certificate, 
before e.mploying _any child, 1t has a right to say 
!/Annual Report...L Ibid., pga. 42, _3, 4, 5 • 
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that all our children shall be educated to a cer-
tain extent. It has the: same right to provide 
education which prevents,crimes, as it has to 
. build prisons in which c};'ime is to be punished. 
If it be affirmed that sectarian schools answer 
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this great purpose, it is ~aid in reply, that all 
proof is wanting, si~.ce. the teache.rs of these schooJ.s 
refuse even to sign a certificate or subscribe to an 
oath, that the above-mentioned studies (orthography, 
reaqing, writing, English grammar, geography, a:r-ith-
metic and good behavior) have been pursued, and the 
children who-come out fromthem being unable to bear 
an examination in any of those branches. 
This subject is· deemed worthy of presentation 
at this time, from the fact that it is a theme 
which is absorbing the minds and engrossing the 
attention of other cities and states, and one which 
demands a full and fair investigation. The day 
which dawns on the destruction of free public 
schools, in which the ch~ldren of all sects can 
mee.t, and pursue their studies on one common level, 
will be darmer than any we have yet seen, and every 
true patriot and lover of'. his country should be 
:r-eady to s'tand forth. to defend this great safeguard 
of public virtue, ciyil equality, and private peace, 
from any and aJ.l ass·aults_, which may be made upon:: 
it. 
Your committee do no·t argue that the principles 
of this or that creed should be taught, or even that. 
prayer should be offered, or the Bible read in our 
Public Schools. These points belong entirely to 
another discussion. But it is contended that all 
sectarianism should be kept out of our schools as 
.they now exist, and that the present system be 
preserved against·the inroads of those persons who 
would blot it out, and build upon ita ruins a 
system of sectarian parochial schools, the tendency 
of which would be to foste:r-.bitterness, engender 
s.:trife and break down the ·bulwark- which our anti-
sectarian free schools have reared around the 
education of our youth, and the liberties of' all. 
Thus we have discusssed the condition of our 
schools, their prospects and their wants, and we 
·commit·:" them to the hands ·of the new Board already 
elected. When our fathers. landed on our bleak shores, 
they 'erected first a church, and then the school-
house, and to this day, religion and education have 
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been foundation stones in the pyramid of our free-
dom'. Religion is not committed to the state. 
· worship to be honorable an.d virtuous must be vol-
untary, and the soul of religious:. l.iberty is the 
God-given and universal right of conscience. But 
to tb.e state, the school system is committed~ The 
august commonwealth is the patron of education as 
it is imparted in the ha~ls Of Harvard College, 
or in the little elementary schools which dot the 
face of the state, as the stars dot the blue vault 
above. The protection of our school system is 
alike the duty of tpe great Gene:t>al Court, and the 
most humble citizen. While free schools stand, the 
sta~e_will- stand, and when they are abolished, and 
their light is extinguished, the dark night will 
come, and igno:rance wilL introduce the reign of 
crime.--our free schools are a part.of the sacred 
legacy bequeathed by the fathers to their children, 
and their memories apd their graves call upon us 
to guard our inheritance with sacred care.ttl/ -
Mann School increased iri number.-- In 1854 brief 
mention was· given the Irish schools. 
"The Mann School wh:tch was greatly reduced two 
years- since by the ~thdrawal of the female pupils 
f'or the purpose of attending a private achoo'l, has 
increased in-numbers twe);lty-five per cent, during 
the yea!'. Many of the .females have returned to 
the school." and lti:n the Irish Primary Schools the 
same encouraging feature seen in .the Mann School 
is observed. Many of the female pupils who lef't, 
have returned to the schools."2/ 
Foreign children wanted in public schools.-- In the 
1855 Report the Committee states: that 
"We hope no pains will be spared to bring into 
these (Intermediate) and the Grammar Schools the 
children of our foreign inhabitants. Every intel-
ligent foreigner should understand that his sons 
will never be able successfully to compete in the 
active business of life with our own sons, unless 
1/~., pgs. 47, 8, 9 
2/Annual Report, 1854, pgs. 20~21 
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1Tell me,' says an eminent man, 'who a. boy' a 
mother was, and I will tell you what sort of a. man 
he will be. 
Let every immigrant; see to it, that his daughters 
are thoroughly instructed in all the solid branches 
of an English education.; This will secure the next 
generation against many ,evils of the present, for an 
illiterate child of a well educated mother is an un-
·l1eai"d of case."l/ · 
· Alarm over Religious schools abated.-- No mention is 
made of the Irish schools in the 1856 Report, nor in the 
1857 or 1858 Reports. This would indicate that feelings 
regarding the Irish schools and the existence of a paro-
chial school had simmered downwards. The mere existence 
of a p:raivate school for girls would not occasion alarm, 
for private schools had existed for years in Lowell. 
But a private Catholic school and a free parish Catholic 
school was a different matter.· 
Fewer intermediates.-- There was one reference in 
·I the 1859 Report. In discussing the intermediate schools 
the report says that 
"when the 'Irish Exodus' was arrested a few years 
ago, the demand for these:schools became less 
peremptory. In 1857, one of them was united with 
the Val:'num grannnal:' school; in 1858, another of 
them was regraded as a primary."2 
In the 1858-59 school year:, the average daily attend-
!( ance at the Mann school was 138> l/4, and in 1860, 129. 
The old Mann school disbanded with the opening of 
11
J !/Annual Repol:'t, 1854, pgs. 20,21 
l' l: 2/Annual Report 1859, pgs. 23-4, 
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the Pawtucket school in September, 1884. 
"The closing of this old and honored institu-
tion had long been foreshadowed. The establishment 
of parochial schools had diminished the attendance 
of all the schools in the neighborhood, and had 
continued to affect so .seriously the Mann school, 
that no other course remained. ny · 
The· Report spoke of the few who entered high school from 
it because "most of the scholars were forced to enter 
the mills and workshops before graduating.tt2/ 
Howevert "during the year 1857, and subsequently, 
large numbers of young men and women retlirned to the 
schools from the shops and mills, and during the war many 
youths went directly from its shelter to the batt~efield." 
Hurd summarizes the disappearance of the Irish 
schools as follows: 
nBy degrees, as time passed on, the children 
of Irish parents freely entered the High School and 
other schools of every grade, and no religious 
discrimination has been recognized. For a long 
period both parties have seemed satisfi~d, and 
complaints of any undue interference with the 
religious rights of the pupils have seldom, if 
ever, been he.e:!ritft~' uy · · 
High school conducted in Catholic church.-- The 
first Catholic parish, St. Patrick's, reciprocated the 
generosity of the city in th'e matter of public aid to 
denominational schools by allowing its mission church, 
1/Annual Report, 1884, pg. 62 
2/Ibid., pg. 63 
3/Ibid., pg. 63 
--
!/Hurd, op. cit., pg. 122 
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St. Ma~y's, to be used by the publtc high school. 
1840-60 time ef intole~a.nce.-- Now, up to- thi_s time, 
the political and social movements of the l850 1 s have been 
kept out of this review of the.Irish schools. Let us look 
into them. Sad to relate, the flood of immigrants arriv-
ing_in this country from Germany and Ireland, stir~ed the 
flames of intolerance. Lowell bad its counterpart in the 
same era, the late forties and fifties. 
Know-nothing movement spread rapidly.-- In Lowell 
the I~iah and French were the aliena who bore the brunt 
of the hatred. Fear that the Irish and French would in 
time outnumber the old stock 
"gave :-rise to the Know-Nothing Movement, which-
spread like lightning over all New England, and 
the pu~oae of which was to increase and sharpen 
the bitter antipathy of the native-born Yankee · 
towards the incomi}Jg Irish and French from 
· Ca}Jada. ".!/ . · 
G~oup.elected governor.:-.;. Adherents ttactually 
elected a Governor on this platform. He was Governor 
Gardne~, tithe fi~s-t and last Know Nothing Governor of 
gj. 
Massachusetts."-__ 
Local politics at low ebb.-.;. As a local historian 
put it 
"The demoralization of our local politics 
began sometime prior to 1850, and was much ac-
celerated by the coalition of that time; but 
yo' connell, William cardinal, ,·Recollections of· Seventz 
Years, Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 1934. pg. 5 
g./Ibid., pg. 6 
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ita grand impetus was derived .from the Know-Nothing 
movement of' 1854, which suddenly changed all the 
loafers of' the city, of'. native birth,into scheming 
politicians. ''l/ · 
coming o:f nuns aroused hatred.--·A nativist movement 
was sweeping part of the country, which was a:f.fecting 
Lowell be.fore the date, 1854, ·above quo:be.d. The incident 
evoking all the pent~up hatred .for the .foreigner existing 
among many one-and-two generation ttnatives" was the erec-
tion in 1852 o.f "the first private school" in the city to 
2/ 
be staf.fed by n~ns, the Sisters of Notre Dame.- The 
Sisters agreed to teach in a .free parochial grammar, also. 
This would be located nearby. At this, 
"Lowell's experiment in the support of schools 
for Catholics which had been an object o.f interest 
to many in various parts of the country and a sonrce 
of' pride to ita originators, came to a. sudden end.11ij 
so many children flocked to the two schools that the 
need for segregated Irish schools f'inanced by the city 
vanished. 
convent guarded against .fanatics~-- What followed could. 
only be classified as insane violence. 
11Fanatica came to destroy tre convent and drive 
out the sisters. Threats to de.stroy the church were 
common and the Catholic people, men and women, 
mounted guard day and night until -the mad fury·· 
of the storm subsided. Even the _sacred precincts 
!/Cowley, Illustrated History, ,op. cit., pg. 163 
2/Lowell Evening L.eader, (Low. Cent. Ed.), June 30, 1936, 
pg. 7 a, Co 1. 4 · : 
3/HiatoriealReview, op. cit., pg. 9 
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of.the sist~rs' home were invaded·by the mayor 
and his committee, who pretended to search for· 
secret ce:!,ls and dungeons, and the sisters 
lived in constant dread Cif violence."!/ 
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Academy inspected by state ce:mmittee.-- One instance 
may·be cited to show the deptb.of antagonism t.o the Irish. 
This instance was sponsored b~ the state,· not the city, 
though it may have beenabettedby local nheroes.» 
»on March 29·~ 1855, ·Joseph Hiss and his as-
sociates on the famous Legislative "'Smelling 
Committee 1 ·caine to Lowell, and inspected the 
school of the Sisters of Notre Dame, established 
September 14th, 1853. While here, Riss made the 
acquaintance of Mrs. Moody ,alias. 'Mrs. Patterson,' 
with whom be passed the:night at the Washington 
House.. The virtuous indignation of his colleagues 
was al:'0used at this, and the Rouse of Representa-
tives. expelled hilil .. ·The l'esults of' the visit 
. were, to make Hiss notorious and the Legislature 
ridiculous, and to fu:rnish some sensational cuts 
for the comic and pictorial newspapera.tt2/ 
(Note that the date is wrong.· It should be 1852). 
This period·of emotional hatred against Catholics was 
no doubt abated .by the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, 
when 'feelings ran>high, but over other issues. 
After the opening of' the :girls' academy and the pa:ro-
chial school, a period of l:'e-adjustment of public schools 
and classes therein took place over a period of years. 
Schools merged and·some classes closed as the patronage 
1/Historical Review, Ibid., 
- . -
2/Cowley, Illustrated History,: op. cit., pg. 150. 
• 251 of Irish schools lessened. These schools took on the 
character of the regular public schools. One by one 
!I other paroahial sahools opened, without notable Objection, 
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CHAPTER X 
DECADE OF SLOW PEDAGOGICAL PROGRESS 
27th Annual Report - 1852 
In,tennediate not compulsory.-- A lengthy discussion 
of the advisability of converting the Intermediate schools 
into a grade of schools compulsory for all pupils to pass 
through occurred~ resulting in a negative decision. The 
cost of conversion would be"some sixty thousand dollars.n 
Annual examination for high school.-- A revision of 
the course of studies at the high school agitated for the 
past several years was made. It was decided to hold the 
~egular examinations for admission to high school only 
once a year, during the last week of the term ending in 
July. At other times, specially qualified pupils would 
be examined and admitted. on July 29, the first annual 
examination was held~ Of the 137 examined, 122 pupils 
were admitted to. high school. 
High school course of st~dies revised.-- The new 
course of studies was as follows: 
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.i 
lst year 
1st Tenn., 
2d tt 
3d tt 
2d tear 
st Term, 
2d tl 
3d II 
3d tear 
st Term, 
2d u 
3d II 
ENGLISH · COURSE 
Male Department 
Eng. Grammar and Parsing, Physiology, 
Arithmetic 
EnglishGrammar and Parsing, Physiology 
and Gen. Hist., Arithmetic 
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Natural Philosophy, General History, Algebra. 
Natural Philosophy, Useful Arts, Algebra 
Chemistry, Useful Arts & Nat. Hist., Algebra 
Chemistry, Nat. History, Geometry 
Astronomy, Phys·. Geography, Geometry 
u Pol. Econ., Trigonometry 
Intel. Phil., Rhetoric, Surveying or Review 
N.B. Reading, Spelling, Declamation, Composition, Writing, 
Music and Bookkeeping through the course. 
1st yea:r> 
1st Term, 
2d II 
3d tl 
2d year 
lst Tenn, 
2d tt 
3d tt 
Female Department 
English Grammar, Physiology, Arithmetic 
n u Gen. Hist. " 
Nat. Phil., French·& Nat. Hist., Algebra 
" 
Nat. Phil., French & Natural Hist., 
Chemistry, French & Nat. Hist., 
" u u n 
tt 
Geometry 
\\3d year 
:; 1st Term, Astronomy, French Reading 
principally 
Rhetoric crit. 
st'y Eng. Lan., 
Phil., Phys •. Geog. & 
II 
li 
:i 
" 
2d 
3d tttt Intel. 
Trigonometry 
Rhetoric, Review 
1
j N .B. Composi"Pion regularly through the course, & 
lst year 
lst Term, 
2d tt -
2d 
3d 
3d II 
tear 
st Term, 
2d n 
3d .n 
!ear -
st Term, 
2d u . 
3d - n 
4th year 
1st Te:rm, 
2d tt 
3d tt 
CLASSICAL COURSE IN BOTH DEPARTMENTS 
Latin Lessons 
n Reader 
tt It 
Caesar 
u 
Virgil and Gr. Gram;_ 
Vir. and Gr. Gram. 
n -· u Gr. Reader 
n n · rt u 
Cicero & Gr. Reader 
" u It tt . 
Review 
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Studies revised in other grades.-- The revision of 
studies was extended to the primaries, where non-essential. 
subet:ets were eliminated such as natural philo,sophy, 
astronomy, navigation and geography. In the grammar schools 
various English grammar books were examined and too less 
appropriate books discarded, so that a pupil would have the 
same text until he had completed it. 
Each school had writing roam.-- This year the expense 
t\- of the Writing Departments was examined closely. It was 
not common for public schools to have a separate writing 
department and a separate room ·for it in each school. 
Usually women teachers were the instructors, using en-
graved copper-plate copies. In Lowell it was felt that. 
1 writing is an art, and that pupils would learn better from 
1 
I 
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written copies. Of the 30-hour week, one hour was 
devoted to writing, and in some schools but 50 minutes. 
It was felt that the expense of the w:Piting departments 
_was worthwhile. The Masters were kept busy, each having 
·about 400 p·upils under his care. Teachers were employed 
with other pupils while their classes went to the writing 
room. 
Singing period shortened.-- It was thought that 
singing was given more time than it warranted, an hour a 
week. The School Board resolved to abridge the time to 30 
minutes, with a view to increasing the writing time by 
that amount. 
High school under one head.-- Due to the resignation 
of the head of the girls' department at the high school, 
it was decided to place the whole school under one head, 
and the boys' principal was elected to the office. A sub-
principal was elected to have charge of the girls. 
High school rules revised.-- A revision of high school· 
rules was made, and copies of the dorrected edition printed •. 
Rooms n.ot to be used for other purposes.-- Pressure 
was put upon the committee to pemit the school rooms to 
'/ be used for Sunday School classes. Already some primary 
I rooms were used for ward purposes& The rule concerning 
use of school-rooms was modified to read: ttRooms occupied 
by the public schools shall in no case be let, or used for 
I 
!I 
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private schools, or for other purposes." This seemed to 
cancel the Irish school system, without actually saying 
so. 
cut in vacation time .considered.-- The committee 
deliberated long on the evils of a·six-week vacation 
period :for .city children. At least 2500 children were 
turned loose for these weeks, . without employment. More 
,injury was done to schools in<that time than in all the 
rest of.the year. Foryea.rs the schools were closed but 
four weeks in the year, but now were closed for 13 weeks. 
The committee was concerned with the pupils having two 
half-days off p·er week. They could not understand the 
necessity of·Wednesday afternoons .off, when it would 
amount to the loss of three weeks schooling in the year. 
The holiday system was left to the next·committee to 
consider. 
28th Annual Report.- 1853 
Change made in writing system.-- This was a year of 
some improvements, but no radical changes;. Tl;le writing 
system in operation here for aJJnost 20 years had never 
been adopted by other cities. The system differed 
I' J m~terially from other New England school writing systems. 
A sub..;.committee was formed to· investigate the matter 
thoroughly. This group printed and circulated its report 
and changes were made as ·expressed in the following 
Resolutions: 
;/ 
II 
"Whe~eas.-With the assistance of Eng~aved 
Copies, the labor of tea-ching Writing in ou~ 
Grammar Schools could be perfo~ed by two per-
sons as easily, and fa~ mo~e profitably, than 
by five, as at present; The~efo~e, 
Resolved,-1. That from the beginning 
of the next term, Engraved Copies be used in 
our Grammar Schools. -
2. That the Wa~d Committee be 
inst~cted to procu~e Engr~ved Copies, apd to 
make a selection of teachers, and to report to 
this Board for confirmation. 
3. That the Ward Committee be 
instructed to use all necessary means to render 
this change effectual. 
4. That the plan proposed in the 
late Report on Writing in our public schools, 
(for which this is a substitute) be adopted in 
two of our Grammar Schools, which may be selected 
by the Ward Oommi ttee, as being best adapted to 
such an expe~iment; and _that said Ward Committee 
be instructed to carry out the plan to the extent 
he~ein stat~d." (Annual Report, 1853, Pg. 4). 
Eng~aved copies in two schools • ...;_ The Edson and 
Hancock schools were selected for this expe~iment, and 
,j eng~aved copies provided. Messrs. Coggswell and Giles 
were elected the teachers. The experiment there was 
termed highly- successful. 
Uniform system of penmanship.-- Motives inducing the 
committee to make the change inciuded: l, the obvious 
necessity of a uniform system of penmanship throughout 
all the g~aromar schools in a city with a mobile pnpula-
tion; 2, the advantage of engraved ove~ written copies, 
the former being perfect specimens; 3, two teachers 
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could perform the work formerly done by five, without 
alteration of schoolhouses or increase of expense, except 
for a trifling sum. The sum paid for salaries would be 
reduced $1,9~0. 
Engraved copies of Payson & Dur.itDn, used in other 
schools elsewhere, were introduced and inkstands were 
placed in the benches. 
Benefits of new writing system •. -- Some benefits of 
having w:roi ting taught as a subject by the class teacher 
were: 1, the grammar master would have control over his 
schola:ros that a writing master would,not; no inroads 
would be made upon the arrangements of the school. With 
the old system, classes were seen to leave their seats 
every half.-hour, and later return, disturbing the whole 
school. Third, the expense iti w!'iting would be greatly 
reduced.· 
Great saving to city.-~ The saving to the city of 
the new system was explained thusly: 
11 The expense of engraved copies for all 
schools is a trifle, compared with the sums saved 
in other ways_~ There have been procured five 
hundred sets of copies beautifully engraved, at 
an expense of fifty cents pel' sett, amounting 
in all to two hundred and fifty dolla!'s.. These 
copies will las~with p!'ope!' care, five years, 
making the expense, per annum, for engraved 
slips only fifty dollars. Under the previous 
a:rorangement, it required one-third of the time 
of six teache:ros, each :on a salary of six hundred 
and fifty dolla:ros per annum, to write copies 
which were at best, very defective, thus costing 
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.one thousand th~ee hundred dollars for what is 
now obtained for fifty dolla~s per annum.~f 
(Annual Repot•t, 1853, pg. 14), 
The wa~d committee, con~isting of William G. Wise 
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and George w. Shattuck, visited Boston, Salem and Lawrence 
schools, and obtained inf·orrnation f!:'om Roxbury, Camb!:'idge, 
Charlestown and Marblehead,. concerning the writing system 
in the schools. 
Under the old. systempupils were cha~ged $.16 each 
te~ for pens, ink and copy-books.. The price was reduced 
to $.10 under the new system, a clear saving of $240 to 
parents annually (considering-the three_ terms, and 4000 
s~hool pupils)._. Formerly the writing teachers made ·the 
profit-' havingfurnished the stationery. 
Gra.mmar schools p~ospering.-- The grammar schools 
were in good condition. From them 135 pupils were sent 
to the high schoGl in 1853 •. One grammar school, the 
Varnum, would soon need a new.building,- since 141 pupils 
attended now, and the number would increase. 
More girls at high school.-.;.. Of the high school the 
committee noted :that, as occurred in other cities, 
ttthe girls applying for admission to the High 
, School, are much more numerous, and are generally 
better qualified, than the boys, In respect to 
age our statistics show that, _of the whole number 
of pupils in the high school, in December, 1853, 
sixty-six girls, and only twenty-four boys were 
over sixteen years of age. u (Annual Report, 1853, 
. pg. 23) • 
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Two schools opened.--A new intermediate school, in 
the enlarged brick building,near ttthe Free Chapel,tt 
Middlesex Street was opened.in November. One new primary 
was erected on Chapel Street~ a two~room affair. It 
\ opened for the fall term with about 50 pupils_. Moat of 
the primaries were ov~rcrowded. 
Teachers poorly paid.--: As to salaries -the . committee 
-felt the teachers were not well-paid, and should be given 
i! wages ttabove the average compensation paid to those who 
labor with the hands alone. tt . (Annual Report, pg. 26). 
Yet many woman teachers cou~d·earn more in the mills and 
shop a than the city paid them. 
Higher salaries elsewher_!!.-~ In Boston the salaries 
were much higher than those in Lowell. Examining the 
salary schedules of Cambridge, Roxbury and other cities 
about the size of Lowell, the local city was found want-
ing. The Committee asserted 
"It is believed that the same degree o:f 
energy and character, and the smae amount o:f 
mental power and ability are required in the 
schools o:f Lowell, that are needed in Boston, 
and that the labor of the teacher here, equals 
that of the teacher in any other city in the 
commonwe·alth.tt ·(Annual Report, 1853, pg. 28). 
Higher salaries ·voted.-- Salaries were increased 
by vote of the full board on July 30th, as follows: 
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"Voted, That the SalEl-ries of the Teachers of the 
.High School,· the Principals of the Grammar Schools, 
and Wiriting and Music Tea<?hera be fixed as follows: 
High School Principal, ,1,200, per annum. 
sub-Pri.n., 1,100. tt " 
Male Assistants, each 900 " tt 
Female Asst., each 350 n tt 
Teacher of Penmanship 7000 tt u 
Grammar School Principals, each, $900 per annum 
Grammar and High School, Teacher of Music, $960 per . 
annum. 
Grammar School Teachers of Writing, each $650 per 
annum. 
Resolved, That the Assistant Teac~ers in the 
Intermediate and Grammar Schools, who are now 
elected, and who shall be hereafter elected, shall 
receive for their salaries as follows: For the 
first year's services, $200; for the second year's 
services, $225, and for tl:le third year's services, 
$250. ' ! ' 
Resolved, That the Teachers of the Primary 
Schools, who are now, or shall hereafter be 
elected, shall receive foF. their services as fol-
lows:- For the first year's services, $22'5; for 
the second, $250, and for the third year's ser-, 
vices, $275. 
Resolved, That the foregoing Resolutions take 
effect from and after the lst of July, instant." 
{Annual Report, 1853, pg. 26). 
Boston salaries higher.-- A comparison was made with 
Boston salaries. The High and Latin School Masters there 
1 received $2400 a year. The Boston teachers were to receive 
· incr.eases next march first. 
II School committee paid.-- Lowell's school connnittee 
J proper was composed of six men, one from each ward, elected 
·annually. They received a salary of $100 a year, the 
··statute law on the subject follows: 
\ 
I 
\ 
I 
!I 
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ttFor every day in which a member of' this com-
mittee shall be actually employed in discharging 
the duties of' his office, he is entitled to de-
mand and receive one dollar from the town, and 
at the same rate for any part of a day. The city 
of Boston is specially excepted from the provision 
which entitles school .committeemen to compensation 
for their services. Any town may add to the legal 
compensation of -the committee whatever sum it may 
choose. n (St. 1838, ch. 105, _Para. 4). 
Law governs school committee.-- The Report stated 
that the· powers of the committee are derived from the law 
and their duties enjoined by it. Their authority cannot 
be restricted, -nor their compensation diminished, by any 
act of the town. The town chooses them, but when chosen, 
the law governs them. 
Longer term of office wished.-- Since few members 
are elected for successive years, the coramittee suggested 
increasing the salary, or electing for more than one year, 
wi tb a part retiring annually, say one third. The. Com-
mittee hoped the term would be lengthened, which could -be 
done by an act of the Legislature, sanctioned by ·.a major-
ity of the legal voters of the city. The City Charter 
rules about electio-n of school committees would have to 
be altered by the aforesaid Legislatu:t."'e. 
Talk of appointing superintendent of schools.-- ·· 
The committee spent much time this year on the question 
of appointing a superintenderit of schools. The matter had 
been brought up in 1851 and l852, and this year the matte:P 
was approved by the school board and the board of aldermen, 
\ 
" 
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but laid on the table by :the common council. In 185"1 
Boston followed the example of Prov~dence, R. I., by 
choosing a superintendent. 
Other cities favor position.-- The committee sought 
advice about the matter from many sources. Correspondence 
was enclosed from Rev. D!'. F. Wayland of P!'ovidence; from 
the office of the Secretary to the Board of Education., 
Boston; extracts from the mo~t recent Annual Reports of 
the Boston school committee; ,and of the town of Danvers. 
. ~ . 
All correspondence was favorable. Glouc~ster and Danvers 
also -had such a superintendeht and were satisfied .. 
Argmaents against superintendency.-- Opponents 
argued that such an off.ice wa!s not in accordance with the 
general school law, which delegated the power of superin-
tending the schools to a co:mmi ttee chosen for that purpose, 
under specific regulations; that the creation of sucb. an 
office was considered by some as an anti':'"'democratic measu!'e., 
centralizing power, and placing in the hands of one man a 
control over the schools and school syste:rn; that the office 
would. be a source of expense without any corresponding pe-
cuniary or other gain; that the difficulty of finding a 
suitable man for the office, would be an obstacle; that 
the method of electing might be made the object of pa!'ty 
consideration. 
Schoolbooks not paid for.-- The· committee felt that a 
superintendent might see that ·the state law concerning pay• 
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II ment of schoolbooks be comp lie¢.1. with. In Lowell many who 
;I 
could afford to pay for their children's books did not. 
This dodging of a small expense caused the city a heavy 
monetary burden. 
The following table shows how poorJ.y the state law 
was complied with: 
Years 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
· Payments for Schoolbooks by City 
Amount paid for Nooks 
542 .. 79 
597.17 
608.97 
772.32 
763.00 
$3,284.25 
Amount Assessed 
ooo.oo 
000.00 
ooo.oo 
000.00 
000.00 
ooo.oo 
A thorough look into the . sectarian (Irish Catholic) 
schools was made. (See Chapter on Irish Schools). 
. . 
29th Annual Report - 1854 · 
Ma;w-or to make decisions ..... - The;r-e was no important 
change in ~he.system of public schools. The rules of the 
general committee ·were altered to permit the Mayor to make 
decisions about the repair and cleaning .of school-rooms and 
purchases of. furniture.; 
School tenus changed.-- The winter term was lengthened 
il 
I to 16 weeks, while the summer t~rm "the most fatiguing and. 
least profitable in the year, tt (Annual Report, 1854, pg •. 3), 
was shortened to 12 weeks •. 
New school.-- A fifth Inte:rmediate School was started 
in Cebtralville. 
" 
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Given new QQOk$.-- New books added to the schools 
were: Tower's uGradual Primertt,and Tower's ttrntroduction 
to the Gradual Reader,tt in the primaries in place o:f the 
Bumstead series; and Northend's nnictation Exercises,u 
.:for use at high- school and in the first class in each 
grammar school. 
Candidates for teaching tested.-- Early in the year 
thorough and impartial examinations were given to appli-
cants for teaching positions. Certificates were granted to 
it 
:: 56 young women. From this group vacancies were to be 
'I 
-
filled. The state laws required such examinations before 
an instructor opens a school. This applied to temporary 
work as well. No teacher was made-permanent until a trial 
of some weeks had been made, during which the teacher was 
visited and carefully obs eryed •. 
Salary increase.-- Many teachers petitioned for a 
raise in salary. A sum of $100 ,was given to principals, 
\ sub-principal and male assistants at the high school; and 
., to grammar school principals; $50 to the writing masters; 
'\ $25 to assistants in the grammar schools, and to primary 
i ~ - . • 
;;, teachers after their third year o:f service. 
II Rise in cost o:f living.-- It was noted that the cost 
1
, of living had risen. Few articles except clothing could be 
purchased for less than a 25% increase over the price two 
years earlier. 
i\ 
'I 
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Approve graduated s:cale wage.-- The committee went 
on record as approving the p.:r\inciple.of graduating the 
- . - ~ . 
. . ' 
wages ·of woman teachers··. acco:r?ding to years of service. 
No raise for woman teachers.-- Women· teachers at the 
high school and all inte.rmediate teachers we:roe Omitted from· 
the increase because their petitions for increases came too 
late. 
\j Mill certificates have changed in fonn. -- Specia~ 
ll 
_ !\ forms for pupils· desiring to enter the mills from school, 
:\ 
!\ were. prepared adapted_ to public and private schools. 
Truant officers helpful.:-- A truant commissioner, 
- • - j. - • - • 
. . 
Jesse Ruse, Esq., appointed early in the yea-r, was very 
helpful in searching for cbild:ren .. illegally employed· in 
· _ the mills. He aided in the committee 1 s· performing the 
.duties required undel:' the Statute of 1852, chap. 241. 
Valuable report~-- His r~pol:'t is most interesting: 
. ' 
Whole no. of truants-306 (292 boys and 14 girls) 
22-boys arl:'estedb_y warrant. Of these 2 were sent to a 
Home f'ol:' 2 yearsj 3 f'or oneyeal:'; and 4 for six months. 
Nine were bailed out; and for four of them work was 
found. 
,, · Whole no. of absentees, 482 .(371 boys and 111 girls) 
,; Of truants and absentees, '166 we!'e American, 620 of· 
,. 
r: foreign pal:'entage. · 
\j Of absentees placed in schools,.44 had never attended 
school hel:'e. (Some of the boys'were partly employed, a:nd 
some claimed to be ttminding house. 11 · Many of the girls 
claimed to belong to the school- of the Sisters of Charity. 
Visited-820 families. 
II 
it 
'I 
1! 
Visited--757" trips to the schools. 
Requests from teachers-197 written. 
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P.s. The Home was ttHouse of Employment and Reformation 
for .JuveniJ.e Offenders. n · 
The committee felt that two truant officers were 
needed, and that it was unwise to have a child g1ve bail 
for appea_rance on another day. 
Many pupils non-resident.-- It was discovered late 
in the year that several pupils in the schools were non-
resident. 
Return to former writing system.-- Despite the care-
ful examination last year of the subject of writing mas-
. ters the committee decided to ~iscontinue the experiment 
in the Hancock and Edson schools of having the writing 
supervised by the principal in·. the main room of. the school, 
believing that the older system had more advantages. A 
i\ writing master was hired, and the writing rooms used in 
if 
those schools during the last term. 
Objections to new system.:-- Objections raised by the 
committee to the newer system were: 1, that the main 
school-rooms wel;'e too small to give room for all scholars 
of a grammar school to write at the same time (enlarge-
ment would be costly and dificult}; 2, that there could 
not be proper supervision by the principal (even with 
·assistants, of so many children, moat quite young, writ-
ing simultaneously; 3, that writing being a mechanical 
., 
•• 
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art, different from other subjects, should be taught by a 
.. 
skilful write,., or a professed teacher or writing; 4, that 
the proposed system would be practical only when engraved 
copies- were used throughout the schools, and were not 
suitable for beginning write:r>s. 
St:r>ess w:r>iting reasons.-- Olde:r> pupils could use the 
engraved cOpies to advantage, .ao the committee felt. An 
additional Wl'iting teacher was hired, providing for an 
added lesson of 30 minutes, every other week, in all gram-
mar and intermediate schools since many of the pupils 
neve:r> ente:r>ed the high school, and recommended that more 
time be given to the practice, suggesting that the Wed-
nesday afternoon. holiday could be used for that purpose. 
High school purchases.-- A few books and maps we:r>e 
purchased this year for use in the high school. 
Drop in attendance during summe·r.-- This cornn:iittee 
was alarmed over the number of pupils leaving school dur-
ing the .summer tenn. At the close of the summer term only 
88 pupils were left, less than 31 per cent of the number 
enrolling in the fall term previous. The Average loss -in 
attendance in the high school was 55 pe:r> cent, and in the 
grammar schools, 27 per cent. 
some teachers found wanting.-- Generally all the 
schools were thougnt to be successfully conducted, but an 
exception was made in the case of a few primary school 
!j 
I 
teachers. The committee questioned whether a few had 
not mistakep their vocation. 
nhe duties or a Primary School teacher are 
arduous, and their responsibilities are great. 
They peculiarly need the encouragement, and 
confidence; and sympathy of the parents and or 
the commun-ity.u ·(Annual Report, 1854, pg. 22). 
30th Annual Report - 1855 . 
Change in school rules.-- The school regulations 
were revised, with only a few changes, and reprinted. 
Among the changeswerethese: 
11 a) Any teacher in good health could be absent 
at the most 12 days·per year 
b) A clause, Article 5~ was added to the high 
school rules stating that 'No scholar ~o 
has been absent more than two weeks, except 
in case of sickness~ shall be readmitted 
without an examination by the Ward Com-
mittee. tn (Annual Report, J.85_5, pgs. 3-4). 
c) Terms--two, not three; the first to end late 
in February; the second to end late in July. 
(The J.ong summer term of 16 weeks was thus 
avo idec:l) • 
2:70 
d) Vacations-Four, instead or three. 
From the i'ourth Monday in November,· one week; 
From the last Saturday in February, one week; 
From the second Saturday in May, one week 
· From the last Saturday in July to the 
first Monday in September. 
e) Examinations-Two, instead of three·, at the · 
close of each term (J../2 day long). _ 
Office of superintendent of schools discusaed.--
Again this year the subject of electing a superintendent 
of schools was the object of. much action and debate. 
II 
! 
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In 1854 the_·cij:;y obtained an act from the state legis-
lature giving power to· ci,ties and towns to require school 
committees to elect a superintendent of lJUblic schools. 
State legislative enactment.-~ The Act follows: 
"se-ction l. ·1'he ·. sev .. eral cities and towns in 
this commonwealth, by an ,Ordinance of the City 
Governmen,t in said_ cities, or by a vote .of the 
qualified voters_cif said towns, in legal town 
meeting, may annually require the School Committee 
to appoint a superintend~nt of Public Schools, to 
have the care and supervision of said schools under 
direction and control of said School Committee. The 
salary of said superintendent to be fixed as the 
City Government of-said cities, or the inhabitants 
of said towns, at a legalmeeting, shall direct, 
and in every city or town in which such Superintend-
ent shall be appointed, the School Committee shall 
receive no compensation, unless otherwise provided 
for, by the City Government of said cities, or by 
vote of said town.- (Passed April 15, 1854). tt 
Great stir over superintendency.~- The school board 
early in 1855 was about to comply With this law, when it 
·beard that citizens had presented a petition to the city 
government asking_a repeal of the city law passed by virtue 
of the powel." given inthe state law in-1854. The Council 
then repealed, on their part;, the law in-question. The 
Board of Aldermen ref.used to- go along with the Council, and 
. -
order-ed a special meeting in wl:lich to elect a superintend-
; ent. At that session a majority voted not to elect until 
required so to do by the city:government. At a subsequent 
I[ meeting that vote was reconsidered and· it was voted to ask 
the city solicitor whether or not the school committee of 
Lowell is required by the laws. to elect a supe.rintendent of 
II ,, 
1/ 
--
public schools. ·The lawyeranswered that the law under 
discussion was void, and t}:).e requirement negative. The 
committee voted to abide by his decision. 
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More order needed in primaries.-- The. primaries were 
discussed. The first requisite in a good primary school 
was order, so the Report declared, ttaccompliahed without 
harsh thre·a ts or blows. tt . (Annual Report, 1855, pg. 8). 
The young children often brought to school false pro-
nunciatio.lm, false accent, bad grammar, bad temper and . 
vulgar and profane expressions, copied from ignorant, il-
literate parents. The primaries were said not to be 
equally successful. 
More schools needed.-- A new primary was started in 
the schoolhouse on the east side of Chapel Street, making 
48 primary schools. ·Citizens from Ayer 1 a New City had 
applied for more schools, so·:it w~s suggested that the 
Powell Street house be moved to a lot near the pound, on 
Hale Street, to acc1Cmnnodate them .. 
News of the schools.-- The intermediate schools, com-
posed of children too large for the primaries, and not 
sufficiently advanced to enter the grammar schools, were 
in a flourishing condition. In the grammar schools, 
;; history was discontinued this year, leaving six subjects 
· .. 
instead of the eight of a few,years ago to be taught. 
' . 
The six includedReading, Spelling, English Grammar, 
Writing, Geography and Ari tb.nietic• 
·e 
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High school has weaknesses.-- The high school was 
praised in regard to discipline and instruction, but found 
:imperfect in regard to age, object and qualifications of 
some PUPils •. Some B.ttending were immatUl:'e, Physically 
weak or not thoroughly instructed in all bl'anches of learn-. 
ing taught in the gra.Duna:r school, and some regarded high 
school as a stepping-stone to a place of business • 
! . 
.Qi ty asked free 6vening s choo 1. -- Since the Oi ty 
Government in 1854 had voted $500 to aid evening free 
schools, to be expended under the direction of the school 
committee, a sub-co.rmnittee was appointed to visit such 
schools. The men reported the money judiciously spent, 
and the schools worthy of praise. About 1000 different 
pupils had attended during the winter. The schools had 
been kept two evenings a week for about four months. 
Moral instruction deemed important.-- The committee· 
· felt that some religious. instruction was being taught, 
'incidentally, in the schools, by inculcating the love of 
, God and of man, and:reverence fmr truth, justice, humanity 
and other virtues found in· the_ Gospels. Education had a 
broader meaning than mere book-learning, was the opinion 
•of the group. The report states that 
"The foundation and corner stobe of our pub-
lic school system, for the support of which every 
dollar of wealth is laid under contribution, ia 
for erecting and building up that important supe~ 
structure, man. Not the physical or the mental 
man only, b~the man of heart and of conscience. 
I 
'I 
:I 
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The early acts of our pilgrim i'athers had this 
end in view, and we owe much for the high moral 
and religious sentiments a ttacbed to our public 
school instruction to the fact that our State 
Government was, in the outset, a Theocracy. 11 
(Annual Report, 1855, pg. 15). - - _ 
Best qualified teachers appointed.-- Only the best 
qualified to teach, we:re appointed to vacancies by this 
connnittee, who also abserved a free, friendly and social 
relation with all the teachers. 
Able teachers praised.-- The committee felt that the 
·able teacher deserved co~1fidence-, respect and esteem and 
the syrnpa thy and coun-sel of the citizens. 
"Every-good citizen will honor, respect, and 
esteem. our faithful teachers in the same degree 
as he loves his race and values the happiness 
and well-being of the generations that are to 
come afte!' him. n (Annual Report, 1855, pg. 17).-
A quotation was included, worth repeating. 
11If that.man deserves well of his country who 
makes three spires of gra~s grow where only two 
grew before, how much more deserving is he who 
·multiplies intelligence; develops resources of 
thought, enlarges a-nd expands the mental and 
moral vision of ourrace, and thereby elevates 
the whole community. tt (Annual Report, 1855, 
pgs. 16-17)-. -
- ' 
School disc~pline' discussed.--In a brief discussion 
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of school discipline, the committee said that children are 
1
1 governed by love, reason and f()rce, the third to· be ob-
11 served in the schools only w)J.elie the first two have failed, 
! 
I 
and then with caution. Only one· case of complaint against 
school government occurred thi~ year. A parent thought 
:I 
r 
I 
I 
I 
'! 
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II 
I 
J 
i 
of the school government 
ttas a repulhlic, where the subject may call in 
question the power of the ruler; whereas a. 
school government is and must be an absolute 
monarchy for the time being-where no subject 
can or ought to ques.tion an order or law of 
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the supreme head. n (Annual Report, 1855, pg. 18). 
New positions suggested.-- Since the chairman of the 
committee is also the mayor, he had little time to devote 
to providing furniture and ordering repairs. It was sug-
gested that a. Superintendent of Public Buildings be em-
ployed, to make necessary repairs, furnish such articles 
as allowed by the corinnittee, and see that the stoves, 
furnaces and funnels are kept safe and in order. 
A suggestion was made that two or more persons, from 
the day police or citizenry, be made truant commissioners, 
and the territory to be covered designated, so that 
teachers might know on whom to call in cases of truancy. 
31st Annual Report - 1856 
Plans drawn for Varnum school.-- Early in the year 
the committee recommended to the city council that a new 
building be erected for the Varnum school in Centralville, 
due to its crowded and poor condition. The council ap-
propriated the sum of $3000 towards preliminary arrange-
menta for building~ The new house was to be of-brick, 
and placed on the same commanding site. 
I 
--
New primary.-- A two-story brick building .for a 
primary school was erected on Howard Street, on order of 
the city council at the committee's recommendation~ at a 
cost of $3300. 
Schools altered to make. class rooms.-- As the old 
system of large school-rooms containing l to 200 pupils 
had many defects the committee investigated the system of 
sub-division in use in Boston, Lawrence and other cities. 
The result was the convictio'n that it would be better to 
divide the grammar school btiildings into smaller sections, 
and the schools within into smaller sections. 
To experiment, alterations were ordered in the North 
and South Grammar School-ho~ses. Eight rooms were formed 
in each building, with an upper hall. The rooms would 
sit 60 pupils each. The two schools in each building were 
-combined and re-named. The.Hancock and Adams schools be-
came the Bartlett school, i~ honor of the city's first 
mayor; and the Washington a~d Edson schools became the 
Edson school, after the beloved clergyman who wielded 
such an influence for good in the early days of the 
schools. 
Division into classrooms successful.-- A male prin-
cipal was placed over each school, who had seven woman 
assistants. The divisions of rooms were graded accord-
ing to the pupils' attainments. 
The experiment was sucbessful: The expense of 
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instruction was lessened; disorder checked; punishments 
almost abolished;. and a marked progress in study made. 
The proposed Varnum school would have such sub-div~sion. 
Change in writing system.-- An improvements in the 
system of writing instruction was made at the same time. 
In the Bartlett and Edson the teachers were put in charge 
of writing in their respective rooms. The Duntonian 
system was used successfully, the pupils writing from en~ 
graved copies. The pupils appeared to make better progress 
under the immediate supervision of their own teacher. 
Without decrying the services of the writing masters, it 
was felt that they could be dispensed with. 
Lower schools get added studies.-- It was felt that · 
the range of study in primary and intermediate schools was 
limited and behind other schools in the State. Added to 
the course of study was double the amount of intellectua~ 
arithmetic and more geography ,lessons. The standard of 
admission to the grammar schools was thus raised. 
Greenleaf's ttcommon School ,Arithmetic" was used in the 
advanced classes, and it was suggested that Greenleaf's 
"National .Arithmetic" might be added. Arithmetic could 
be taken out of the high school course and high 
mathematics stressed. 
stay longer in school.-- The committee felt that it 
was better for pupils to remain longer in the grammar 
schools. 
nrt is a good lesson, to learn to wait 
patiently, while laboring persistently. 
1ffaste makes waste' in educational as in other 
matters; and, in these times, our young men and 
young women are sent out. into the-world early 
enough, to say the least, .. n (Annual Report, 
1856,., pg. 7). 
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School news.-- During the year two men teachers left 
for the West, one to become a lawyer in Wisconsin, and 
the other to teach at Beloit College; Beloit, Wisconsin. 
A member of the school committee for the past four 
years, Rev. Joseph Merrill, died on November 21, aged 
68 years. 
At the end of the summer.term at high school six 
men left for college and were received without conditions. 
Three entered Harvard, one Tufts, one Williams and one 
Wesleyan University, Middletown, Conn. 
Better preparation at high school needed.-- The 
chief fault at the·high school is that the pupils needed 
better preparation, the committee thought. Children 
should be kept long.er in the grammar schools. "If the 
present state of things continues, without some check 
to the desire of parents to force their children fo~ard, 
the High School will soon become hardly more than an 
advanced Grammar School." (Annual Report, 1856, pg. 10). 
Schools praised.-- The Mann and Varnum grammar 
schools were singled out for praise due to the good 
·order and promptness shown by th_e pupils, and the 
thoroughness with which they were taught. Intermediates 
ii 
!I 
·! 
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No. l, Lewis Street andNo. 4, Middlesex Street were 
singled out for special praise. Such schools have an 
anomalous position, the committee thought. 
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Prima"£Y schools important-,~- Most of the primaries 
11 ·were mentioned as being praiseworthy.. These schools were 
thought by the committee to be of great importance. 
· ttHere are made the very first impressions 
upon the minds of childre,n. Here should be en-
gaged the very finest and best qualities of 
character. Here are especially requisite for-
bearanqe, love for children, a kind attention 
to their wants, an interest in their welfare, 
and a careful watchfulness over one's own manner 
and conduct. Here, especially, should be absent, 
impatience, passion, fretful que:rulousness, 
harshness, and ungentle treatment.. If, in any 
place there· should be shown the accomplishments 
which belong to a really christian womanhood, 
that place is the Primary school-room. What 
is put into the first of life is put into the 
whole ·of life. Nothing better can be put there, 
than the results which come from the presence and 
influence of' a kind, noble, and generous character.u 
(Annual Rel;)ort,_ 1856, pg.·l.l). 
! 
New of'fice.created. The new office of Superintendent 
of Repairs was--fulfilled very satisfactorily this Y_.ear, re-
~ieving the chairman of the committee (and mayor as well) 
of much drudgery. 
Schools lack thoroughness.-- The great defect of the 
schools was want of thoroughness in instruction, due to 
the haste in pushing children forward. Parents press the 
teach-er to promote· children rapidlY• 
_ nBefore children have learned to study, they 
are sent up to the Grammar Schools; before they 
have learned to think, thay are sent into the High 
School; and before they htrove learned to digest 
their knowledge, they are sent into business or 
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college, or come before the Committee with applica-
tions for situations as teachers ••••• They have not 
laid a strong, substantial~ and sure basis on 
which to build the finn ~tructure of an intellectual 
manhood. u {Annual Report, 1856, pg. 12). 
Lack solidity.-- Scholars with superflcial.learning 
' lack solidity. For instance pupils entering high school 
have been deficient in arithmetic. In July, of 110 ex-
amined and admitted to tre High School, only 36 received 
higher than four on a scale of eight, and 67 received less 
than three. 
Aims of educat~Qn.-- The committee asserted that the 
aim of education was 11not to acquire knowledge so much as 
to learn to apply the knowledge acquired; to think and 
reason, that, by the discipline_, the mind may be enlarged 
and strengthened. u (Annual Report, 1856, pg. 13). 
The criterion of the teacher's success was the 
quality of the pupils, not the number, said toe Report. 
ttit is not appointed.to any of us to do 
much, but to do well. And it is better that the 
pupils should go out of s'chool, with a few prin-
ciples completely understood, and knowing how to 
apply them, than with a bare smattering of many 
things and nothing thoroughly known." {Annual 
Report, 1856, pg. 14). 
Leas singing, more calisthenics.-- Question was 
given as to the advisability of continuing vocal music 
in the schools as a distinct study. It was felt that 
physical education might be stressed more, especially 
with regard to girls. Outdoor facilities for gymnastic 
and calisthenic exercises were mentioned as desirable. 
I 
II. 
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Committee given charge over evening schools.-- A 
state law passed on May 23, 1855, brought the free evening 
schools under the direct supervision of the school com-
mittee, in order to guarantee their oo ntinued existence .. 
Before, the city granted money yearly to the LowelL 
Missionary Association, to help the schools. The state 
forbade such grants unless the schools were established 
by the city according to law. 
Evening schools well patronized.-- There were two such 
schools, No. l at the Free Chapel, Middlesex Street, and 
the other, No. 2, at Empire Hall, Suffolk Street. Rev. 
·' Horatio Wood, principal, conducted the schools with 50 
volunteer assistants, at a cos;t to the city of $500 a 
year. This year 1065 students from 14 to 60 years of age, 
representing six different nations, attended. The schools 
closed with public exercises at the Free Chapel on Feb-
ruary 29. Great praise was given these schools. 
School committee unde!'Went drastic change.-- Due to 
the fact that most of the work of school supervision fell 
upon the ward committee, even though the city charter in-
cluded the board of alde~en, ex-officiis, on the school 
committee, a petition was sentthe state legislature 
asking for an amendment to the city charter dispensing 
with the se~vices of the aldermen, including only the 
mayor and the president of the ccmooon council and en-
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larging the body to 12 elected members, six to be chosen 
annually ,_for a two-year term.· The amendment was passed. 
The citizens, by special vote,: accep~ed i on June 9. By 
this, holdovers would be experienced, all members (except 
two) would be a working member,holding no anomalous pos-
ition, and the work wou~d be better done divided among 
more men. 
Attendance statistics.-- School attendance was good, 
except in a few instances, Attendance was better in the 
autumn and winter than in the· spring and summer months. 
The worst offender was the high school, late in the year, 
and in the girls' division. Of 102 boys belonging during 
the last term, only 51 belonged at the·end of that tenn, 
while among the girls, of 145 belonging during the last 
term, at its end only 56 belonged. The average number 
belonging was: Boys, 72; girls, 111. 
Parents blamed for absenteeism.-- Although allowance 
must be made for the fluctuating character of the popula- . 
tion, and the fact that many children under 14 were in 
school only three ~onths of the year, the committee felt 
that these did not provide the whole cause of absenteeism, 
which was attributed to indulgent parents. 
Vagrant children future menace.-- The committee 
thanked the truant commissioner for his valuable work of 
the past year, adding 
1\ 
.e 
.-e 
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ttFor here is this class of' vagrant children 
almost as proportionately numerous here, as in 
larger and older.communities-exposed to the same 
perils; and growing up to.be the. same dangerous 
classes with those that are to be found in other 
cities ·in the land. If' there are ten, or fifteen 
thousand of such children in New York, there is a 
proportionate number in Boston and Lowell. The 
same lessons of fidelity to 'the little ones' are 
taught here as there; the same warnings against 
neglect, to be heeded. Human nature is the same 
everywhere, and the human soul has the same essen-
tial characteristics. Here, as there, we are com-
pelled to 'stand aghast before the power and sweep 
of human passions; the incredible force of' will, 
the scorn, and anger, and defiance, even in children; 
the burning lust, the cunning, the matured, the skil-
ful dishonesty, where we had .expected simpli·cty; the 
power of' endurance a.nd·resistance, which seem to 
def'y-f'or aims of' selfishness-pain, and sorrow, and 
disgrace,· and even God Himself. i Here is this 
serious question forcing itself upon our considera-
tion and demanding discussion--What shall be done 
with this class of children? One thing is certain, 
it is neither safefor them nor for us, to treat them 
with neglect. They must be carred for; they must b~ 
affected by good influences; they must be taught and 
educated-mentally, morally, .religiously. The first 
portion of the work of instruction must· belong to us. 
The city makes liberal provision for the education 
of its citizens •••• What is before the boy, but a. 
career of' iniquity and crime? What is before the 
girl but a fate worse than.death itself? It is 
terrible to think of the vast influence exerted 
for evil upon all ranks of society, when the passions 
and vice which are dreadful. even in childhood, shall 
have grown into a. beastly manhood and an infamous 
womanhoodl If parents refuse to rescue them from 
the innninent danger, ought we to leave them to 
perish? (Annual Report, 1856, pgs. 20-21). 
School co-mmittee responsible to the people.-- The 
powers: of the school committee were discussed. The com-
mittee said it was a mistake to suppose that the school 
was a .republic, making laws for its own government, with 
pupils deter.rniningwhat course should be pursued either 
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by teachers or committee. It was wrong to think that 
teachers could be irresponsible within the classroom. 
nTeachers, like all other persons, holding 
public offices, are the servants of the people, 
to do the people 1 a work~. u (Annual Report, 1856, 
pg. 23). 
The people appointed a;gents to oversee school supervision, 
and they alone may judge the competency of the agents. 
committees are responsible to the people for the right 1tser· 
of their power, and the peop_le must remedy the situation 
if not satisfactory. In school matters the connnittee 
stood in place of the people, and must claim obedience as 
such• So, from the people the committee derived their 
official existence and their official authority, and they 
must make a report of their work. The committee asserted 
·that neither teachers nor committees were self-existent, 
but alike responsible to t}iDe-power that employed them. 
Horace Mann stated powers of school committee.--
Below is a declaration respecting the powers of the school 
committees~ contained in the Tenth Annual Report of the 
first secrE>tary of the (state) Board of Education, pre-
pared by Hon. Horace Mann, abie lawyer and ardent friend 
of education, and endorsE)d by the state legislature in 
1849: 
. itl58. · During the period of visitation, the 
cormnittee have the entire control of the school. 
For the time being, it is their school, and the 
teacher is their servant. They may decide what 
classes shall be called upon to perform exercises. 
II 
II 
i! 
II· 
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and in what studies. 'They may direct the teacher 
to con~uct the examination, or may conduct it 
wholly themselves, or they may combine both methods. 
In fine, they may dismiss the teacher for the hour, 
and pursue the examination in his absence. All these 
prerogatives are supposed to be indispensable to en-
able the committee, under~ such circumstances as have 
existed and may possible exist again, to ascertain 
the true condition of a school, and, therefore, they 
are necessarily incident to the office of an examining 
Commi·ttee. Should any scholar misbehave himself, or 
prove refractory, or contumacious to the Committee, 
while they are engaged in examining the school, it 
is presumed, they have authority to suspend, to expel, 
or to punish on the spot, in the same way that the 
teacher may do in case of like misconduct committed 
against himself~ To the honor, however, of the 
schools of Massachusetts, it should be said, that 
not more than two or three instances of such an 
exigency have come to my knowledge within the last 
twelve years. 
The examination of teachers and scholars con-
stitutes an unerring index of the condition of any 
system of schools.. As these are thorough or cere-
monial, the schools will rise to the zenith of 
prosperity and usefulness, or sink to the nadir 
of worthlessness and banefulness.u 
Corporal punishment decried.-- The subject of school 
discipline was discussed, the committee granting that 
teachers may use physical punishment only when other means 
fai~ed. In the Mann school, a model of decorum, not a 
blow had been struck for weeks. Those schools with small 
classrooms were noted for lack of necessity for corporal 
punishment. 
Good conduct req1ired.-- Discipline was not to be 
treated lightly, yet teachers· should inculcate good con-
duct and manners which would have an influence on the 
pupil's whole life. 
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ttrt is deemed as necessary, both by the 
law, and by the public sentiment, that teachers 
should be persons of correct moral habits, and 
of true, upright and worthy character, as that 
they should be well versed in all the branches 
of _a good English education. (Annual Report, 
1856 ; p g! 27) • 
TeachaE·example for better o:v wo1:•se.-- For according 
to the committee, although itwas not the teacher's busi-
ness to instruct pupils on moral and religious subj acts, 
;: still such was imparted in an informal, perhaps unconscious 
,I 
:: 
I 
way. 
uA true, worthy, honest, conscientuous man or 
woman, occupying the teache-r 1 s desk is sending out 
an influence daily and is teaching truth, honor, 
honesty and virtue, though the lips may never be 
opened upon these subjects.n (Annual Report, 1856, 
pg. 27). 
State law demands good character.-- The state law 
required that in all towns of the state, schools 
ttshall be kept by teachers of competent ability 
and good morals. For the instruction of child-
ren in orthography, reading, writing, English 
grammar, geography, arithmetic and good be-
·havior.n (Rev. St., Oh. 23, P. 1). 
Good ··example set by teacher.-~ Such good behavior 
must be taught by well-behaved teachers. Children should 
be treated in a kind manner. The committee observed that 
the Ugood example of the teacl:lel' is the best lesson of 
'good behavior.' n (Annual Report, 1856, pg. 28. It was 
thought that manners are often formative of morals and 
that as a general thing, the conduct of children was an 
index of the conduct of parents. 
... . , 
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Good t~aining of pupils important.-- Teachers could 
check the progress of bad habits and manners, and encourage 
refined manners and good character, for the committee 
\\ thought such good training ttmay affect thE:}- destiny of our 
~~~ 
L 
l 
I 
whole civilization.tt (Annual Report, 1856, pgs. 28-29). 
Outside~s must pay tuition.-- After the surprise of 
·finding that pupils from other communities were attending 
the local schools in 1855, this committee decided to admit 
such pupils,.with special pemission, on payment of the 
following fees: High school, $10 a te~; grammar, $5 a 
term; intermediate and primary, $3 a term. The state law 
concerning this, approved March 24, 1855, declares that 
t1child:ren living remote from any public school in 
the town in which they reside, may be allowed to 
attend the public schools in an adjoining town, 
· under such regula tiona, and on such tenns as the 
School Comrni ttee of said adj-oining towns may pre-
cribe; and the School Committee are authorized to 
pay out of theappropriatons of money·raised for the 
support of schools, in aid of such children. tt 
(Annual Report, 1856, pg. 29). . 
Annual Appropriation.-- Thf3 city provided $50,000 
annually for the support of. its' local schools. 
superintendency: Pro and con.-- The matter of a Super:-
intendent of Schools came up. There was a division of 
opinion among the school committee about the matter. 
several attempts were made to eiect one.during the year, 
but no majority vote was secured.. Some felt that a super-
intendent would be a financial agent expending the large 
i 
I 
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approp~iation fo~ schools, and an executive officer for 
the committee, in educational matters. The committee had 
to take time from other occupations to fulfill ita duties • 
. Howeve~, the negative side maintained that the work could 
b.e better done by the committee, diat~ibuted among differ-
ent sections of the city, than by one man, and that it 
would be best not to try an experiment which might prove 
a failure. They argued about ita needlessness and expense, 
and preferred to impose the work upon themselves. 
There was a city law, still unrepealed, requiring such 
an officer, and a recent state law confirmed the authority 
of the city law. 
Impressive wo~k done by truant officer.-- The truant 
commissions~' s report for the year included the following 
statistics: Whole number of cases examined, truants, 356; 
· ·absentees, 488 (66 being children who had never attended 
school in this city). Of the whole number, 725 were boys. 
and 121 girls; 206 children of American, and 640 children· 
of foreign parents. 
ttMany of the above were returned to school the 
second, some the third, a few the fourth, and even 
the fifth time, as I have.spared no effort in try-
ing to reform them without arresting, and in a 
. great many instances have been successful. I have,· 
however, arrested 46, who were disposed of as fol-
lows: Three were sentenced ·two yea:rs, nineteen 
one year, and seven six months each to the House 
of Employment and Reformation for juvenile offenders 
in this city-and seventeen were bailed by their 
f~iends and returned to. school. Six instances have 
occurred during the year, of breaking into school-
'l 
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houses, and injuring or destroying property. In every 
instance but one, I ha~e succeeded in finding the per-
petrators. And in all cases where the parents were 
able, reparation has been made by them, or the guilty 
parties have been legally punished. Jesse Huse 
(Annual Report, 1856, pg. 38~ 
· 32d Annual Report - 1857 
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First committee elected under provision of new state 
law.-- The Committee for this year was the first to be 
elected under the act of the state legislature to amend 
the charter of the City of Lowell, approved by the Governor 
on May 29, 1856, and accepted by a majority of the legal 
voters at a special election on the second Monday in June. 
The act read: 
"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Cour·t assembled, and 
by the authority of same, as follows: 
Sec.. 1. At the Annual City Election, in the 
City of Lowell, on the second Monday of December 
next, there shall be elected, in each Ward, one 
person, being an inhabitant of said Ward, to be a 
member of the School Committee of said city, for 
the term of one year from the first Monday in 
January next; and another person, being also an 
inhabitant of said ward, to be a menber of the 
School Committee of said city, for the term of 
two years from the first Monday in January, next; 
and at the annual City Election, in said city, on 
the second Monday in· December, in each year there-
after, there shall be elected, in each ward in said 
city, one person, being an inhabitant of said ward, 
to be a member of the School Committee, in said 
city, for the term of two years from the first 
-Monday in January, next following such election. 
Sec.. 2. The Mayor and President of the Common 
Council, ex-officiis, together with the persons 
elected, as provided in the first section, shall 
constitute the School Committee of Lowell. 
--
290 
Sec. 3. This Act shall be void, unless ac-
cepted by a majority of the legal voters of said 
City, voting thereon, at the election to be holden 
in said city on the secqnd Monday in June next." 
(Annual Repor~, 1857~ pg. 3). 
New rules.-- New rules were adopted by the committee. 
They elected by ballot from among their number, a chairman 
and secretary. The board was divided into four standing 
committees: 1, a committee of books; 2, a committee on 
instructors; 3, a committee on reports; and 4, a committee 
on accounts (for teachers' salaries, only). The mayor was 
elected chairman of the board and the several schools were 
assigned to sub-committees. 
Change in school books.-- A change of school books oc-
curred. The reading books in the primaries were by differ-
ent authors, and did not form a suitable progressive 
series, so it was decided to adopt the first four books of 
a series by Epes Sargent. The books were exchanged for the 
old ones on favorable tenus. Later in the year Hilliard 1 s 
Reading Books were substituted for -others to be used in the 
high school and in the first classes of the grammar schools. 
The First and Second Readers of said series were introduced 
on petition of some teachers. 
Not one member of the bo~rd approved of the spelling-
books used in the primaries but could not find another 
which satisfied them. 
., 
II 
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U. s. history brought back.-- U. s. history was re-
introduced into the grammar schools.. At the beginning of' 
the year a book nFirst Lessons in History" was chosen for 
distribution. 
Given reference book.-- A reference book, uLippen-
cott 1 s Pronouncing Gazeteer of the World, n was placed in 
all grammar schools, and in some departments of the high 
school. The committee wished to replace Gould Brown's 
Grammar, and so did a majority of the teachers, but no 
suitable replacement could be found. 
Book replacements in high school were: uGreenleaf' s u 
11Higher Arithmetic" for Russell's ttArithmetic; 11 Yeoman's 
Chemistry ·for Gray's; and Abercrombie 1 s ttrntellectual 
. Philosophytt for Winslow's. 
Two teachers publish writing systems.-- one of the 
writing teachers, Mr. J. McCoy, published a series of' 
writing books with engraved copies, and requested they 
might be used in the schools. The committee accepted 
them for al~ schools but the Edson and Bartlett (which 
were using the Duntonian System), during the first half' 
of the year. In September they were placed in all · 
grammar and inte~ediate schools. Another teacher, Mr. 
Farnsworth, had published hi.s own writing system. His 
work was adapted to the high school classes he taught, so 
he was permitted to use his system, which was much like 
Mr. McCoy's. 
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·Last yea~ for vocal music.-- Vocal music was included 
for the present year_ only in the grammar schools. The 
printed school regula.tions had this to say: 
ttGramma:r> Schools-A:r>t. 3.. The studies shall be 
Reading, Spelling, English Grammar, A:r>itbmetic, 
Geography, the H:J,story of the United Sta tea·, and, 
until the commencement of next school year, but not 
afterwards, Vocal Music. 11 (Annual Report, 1857, 
pg. 10). 
Music was cancelled as a separate subject due to the 
lack of interest on tbe part of the majority of pupils. 
It was felt it should be used only when the best interests· 
of the school warranted it. 
New brick. primary.-- A riew. brick building, two 
stories high, was opened as a primary school on Howard 
Street. This gave some relief to the primary on Grand 
Street. 
Varnum has new building.~- The Varrium grammar school 
was erected this year and a part of it occupied. It was 
divided into smaller rooms· (like the Edson and Batlett}, 
and had eight rooms suitable for 60 pupils each. The 
third floor was designed for use aa a hall. 
Qualifications of teachers va!'ied.-- The committee, 
while visitng the schools, found a great difference on the 
part of teachers with regard to education, general informa-
tion, force of character, elegance of manners ~:{nd aptness 
to teach. As a result, they .voted to inform all teachers 
that at the next annual election all applicants for re-
1\ It 
election would stand on merits alone, experience as 
teachers not to be counted. A welcome cbar.ige by some 
teachers was soon noted. 
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It was felt that moral qualifications of teachers ·· 
was first to.be considered. 
In regard to scientific preparation for teaching, the 
committee felt that the local standard bad been too low, 
neither parents nor committees requiring enough. The 
statute requires that teachers be competent to give in-
struction in orthography, reading, writing, English gram-
mar, geography and arithmetic. 
Teacher to tell the nwhy11 .--What was 11 competent?tt 
The committee felt it was not only knowledge but the 
ability to explain and to teach, and to understand prin-
ciples and philosophies •• Rules were to be analiyzed and 
explained by the teacher. The rules may show a pupil how, 
but the teacher should explain to him why. 
Improvement in the schools.-- The schools were 
gradually improving, the committee reported, andwhen com-
paring the local schools with out-of-city schools, one 
should bear in mind that Lowell is a manufacturing city, 
II with a large number of pupils compelled to wo:Pk in the 
mills most of the year and attending schools but one tenm, 
only so long as the state required them to do. 
I( 
1·. 
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The primaries were said to be in a prosperous and 
tolerably satisfactory condition. The teachers there 
should be thoroughly educated in all the branches there 
taught, and should have at their command, a store of 
knowledge. 
ttin character, education, love of children, 
aptness to teach, and lady-like accomplishments, 
teachers of: these schools should not be found 
wanting.u (Annual Report, 1857, pg. 19). 
-
The committee f:elt the intermediate schools anomalous 
and therefore to be abolished.. Some grammar schools were 
-in excellent condition, others not. 
Education defined.-- Education pursued as a definite 
object was the action of well-formed and well-furnished 
minds, informing and furnishing other minds, so the 
Report stated. It felt that teachers were not educators 
in sub_jects only but in manners, habits and moral prin-
ciples. 
Children passed in school too rapidll·-- The committee 
referred to one evil affecting both primary and grammar 
schools, that of parents showing anxiety to rush children 
forward in school before they are prepared for such a 
change. It was felt to be injurious to a child to pass 
on more rapidly than his progress in his studies would re-
quire. The child, p·laced .n.in a school for which he was 
not qualified, might overtax his mind and body. The evil 
also deprives schools of larger first classes, and gives 
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to othe~ scho~ls classes of a ,lower rank than need be. 
110ther Committees have entertained this same 
opinion, and have, doubtless, t~ied to correct 
this evil, as we have done; but,·while the demand 
f~om parents corpes as now, and the rush for 
higher schools is as great as now,·it is difficult 
to lessen the evil, much more difficult to obviate 
it wholly. 11 (Annual Report, 1857, pg. 23). 
some not gualified attending high school. . The high 
school was in prospe~ous condition. One thing was a dis-
. 
turbing factor, and that was the fact that egery tenn, 
pupils pressed so hard for admission that it was impossible 
to prevent some from ente~ing who were not qualified. All 
departments of the high school were unusually full, due to 
pa~ents rushing the children forward, so the committee 
felt. 
Ballotted for superintendency.-- In regard to the 
office of superintendent of schools, several ballotings 
were held during the year, but no choice was made. 
High cost of school books for p'oo!>~'children.--The city 
incurred ·such expense in. providing books to pupils whose 
parents were unable, or unwilling to purchase them, that 
much complaint was made about the matter •. The law read; 
"In case any scholar shall. not be furnished 
by his parent, master or guardian with the requi-
site books, he shall be supplied therewith by the 
School Committee at the expense of the town. 
The School Committee shall give notice in 
writing to the assessors of the town of the names 
of the scholars so supplied by them with books, 
and of the books so furnished-the prices thereof 
and the names of' the parents, masters or guardians 
-~----------~--------------------------------------~---/". 
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who ought to have suppliedthe same; and said as-
sessors shall add the price of the books so supplied 
to the next annual tax of such,pa_rents, masters or 
guardians; and the- amount so added, shall be levied, 
collected, and paid·into the town treasury, in the 
same manner as the town taxes,. tt (Annual Report, 
1957, page 26. ) ·· · 
City supported evening schools.-- Fo:r several seasons 
past Rev. Horatio Wood had conducted two free evening 
schools on Middlesex and on Suffolk Streets. The city had 
given monetary aid until stopped by an act of the State 
Legislature approved March 18, 1857. 
The law was as follows: 
11Anycity or town in this. commonwealth may es-
tablish and maintain, in addition to the schools now 
required by law to be maintained therein, schools 
for the education of persons over fifteen years of 
age, and may determine the term or terms of time in 
each or any year, and the hours of the day or of the 
evening; during which said schools shall be kept; 
and may also appropriate such sums of money as may 
be necessary for the support thereofw 
Whenever any such school or schools shall be 
establiahed, the school committee of such city or 
town, shall have the same superintendence of said 
school or schools, in all !'aspects, that they now 
have over the schools of said city or town; and · 
·shall also determine what'branches of learning may 
be taught therein.t1 (Annual Report, 1857, pg. 28). 
City took over evening schools.--In accordance with 
.the state law, the committ-ee recommended the adoption of 
the following resolutions onAugus:C ·29, 1857: 
11 That the board establish two such free even-
ing schools to be taught where formerly held; tha~ 
Rev. Horatio Wood be appointed principal, and tha.t 
members of the school board residing in the wards 
·where said schools were conducted, to act as a 
special connni ttee for supervision; that the Committee 
I• 29'Z 
on teachers approve teachers for such schools; that 
one member from the board viZ:Ii t each school each · 
evening of its continuance; and that $400 be appro-
priated to defraythe expenses of the schools.n 
That sum was appropriated by the city council. 
Much accomplished by truant officer.-- The truant com-
missioner reported that he had made 949 visits to the dif-
ferent schools, had arrested 46 of which number 24 were 
sentenced to the House of Employment and Reformation for 
Juvenile Offenders in Lowell. Another 22 were bailed out 
and returned to school. He·had returned to school 98 
pupils a second time, 52 the third time; and six a fourth 
time without arresting. He investigated 720 cases abd 
found 268, truant; and 404, absentee (including those par-
tial~y employed or kept home by parents on trivial pre-
text). He found 44 who had never attended school here. 
Of the 720 cases, 615 were boys and 105, girls; 164 were 
children of American parents~ and 556, children of foreign 
parents. 
33d Annual Report -- 1858 
Schools n~bered 63.-- Nearly 10,000 pupils-received 
instruction in 63 schools this year, under the direction 
of over 100 teachers. (This does not include the free 
evening schools). Each member of the committee was sup-
posed to have visited, maQ.e 64 visits, during the year, 
(each school being visited by the committee one~ a month 
il 
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and each member performing an equal amount of this duty). 
Some imperfections in schools.-- There were some im-
perfections in the schools, but some progress over last 
year. Some teachers were not sufficiently devoted to 
their task, and this state of affairs was directly traced 
to the neglect of parents to show interest, or give per-
sonal attention to what passes in the school-room. 
i~ TWo new primaries.~~ Two primaries were built this 
\1 year: One in Belvidere on High Street, a. few rods south of 
II Andover street·, was a wooden two-story building; the other 
of wood, on Chapel Street (intended for one school only). 
Each had sufficient yard space 
11 to prevent the necessity, which exists in con-
nection with many of' our schools, of' turning the 
· scholars into the public street, as their only 
playground. 11 (Annual Repo.rt, 1858, pg. 7). 
School yards critized.-- The condition of yards and 
out-buildings was criticized. The latter needed to be im-
proved and enlarged. 
Prolonged recesses in primaries.--Parents complained 
that there were prolonged recesses in some primaries during 
which time teachers sewed, knit or did other work of their 
own. Where there was but one yard, with.separate recesses 
fo:r boys and girls, the teacher might take double the time 
for herself. These habits wer~ corrected by the committee 
who delived that the whole six:hours of the teacher's day 
belonged to the city. The committee asserted: 
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t1Wb.ile it may be more pleasing to witness the closin~ efforts of our children in the High School, 
than t eir first efforts in the Primary School, 
more importance should be attached ·to the last than 
to the first named exercises, for they are the founda-
tion stones on which the educational structure, what-
ever it may be, must rest and depend. 11 (Annual Re-
port, 1858, pg. 8). 
Teachers took over writing instruction.-- In tb.e three 
intermediate schools writing was now taught by the teachers. 
These were the Moody, Green and Mann. 
Vacant seats in grammar schools.-- None of the grammar 
~chools were crowded, in fact the committee said there were 
vacant seats in half of them. The explanation was that 
"The crowded state of these schools, last winter, 
was owing to that crisis which caused the mills in 
the city to stop, and deprived of employment a large 
class of masters and girls, not too old or too wise 
to be in the schoo.l-room for years to come, but who 
will not be found there again unless similar -events 
should transpire, causing tb.em once more to choose 
between the school-:room and the street •• tt (Annual 
Report, 1858, pg. 9). 
Committee approved graded schools.-- The committee 
recommended the change over to small classrooms, partly 
effected in the local schools, to cove:r all grammar 
schools. It was estimated that in the Green, Moody and 
Franklin school buildings, the change would make a salary 
difference of $675. The w:ri ting maste:r 1 s se:rvice could 
be dispensed, thus saving $800 mo:re, making a total sav-
ing of mo:re than $1400 a year. The committee highly ap-
proved of graded schools. 
II 
\ 
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High school crowded.-- To alleviate the terribly 
crowded condition at the high school, especially in the 
girls' department, the standard of admission was raised at 
the July exf:llllination. A sliding scale was adopted. Sub-
jects were not given equal rank. Out of 100 aggregate, 
A~ithmetic was ranked at 25. The aggregate rank for ad-
mission was 60, whfeh permitted about 50 of the applicants 
to be admitted. 
Reasons for over-crowding.-- The reason for the crowded 
conditions were said to be the parents'- urgency to have the 
!\ children go from grf:llllmar school into the high school. Some 
thought non-resident pupils increased the number greatly, 
.r 
but that was not so. Only 6 non-resident pupils were ·in 
high school early this year, and by vote, no more were ac-
cepted during_ the year. In the girls 1 section, the 144 
regular seats were occupied, and from 50 to 60 seats had 
11 been placed on the platform and in adjoining rooms! 
!l Diplomas conferred for first time.-- This year di-
I 
11 plomas were conferred for the first time on the graduating 
class. At the closing examination in July, 24 pupils 
received them. 
James G. Carney presented $100 to the city for the 
annual distribution of medals to the most mer~torious 
pupils. The dies were proviqed at Mr. Carney's expense. 
• 
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vote against sala!'y cut for teache!'s • .;.- In Ma!'ch the 
city council passed a vote to request the school committee 
to reduce teachers 1 sala!'ies. A th!'ee-man committee com-
pared salaries he!'e and elsewhere, and finding scales 
higher· in some compa!'able communities and about the same 
in the majority of places, reported against such a reduc-
tion. 
Inte!'mediary school suggested.-- It was suggested 
that an intermediate or preparatory school be established 
in a cent!'al location, _to fit· between the grammar schools 
and the high school .. -It would aid in perfecting the grades 
of the schools, and raise the standard of the high school. 
Change of books.- ... One change of books effected was 
the substitution of Ea.ton.ts''~'Ari thmetic" for Greenleaf 1 s 
nNational A!'itbmetic, tt''on favorable terms. The new book 
had peculiar merits, but pecul~ar errors, the committee 
thought. 
Connni ttee · looked into book bil:L problem.-- A cause of 
wor!'y was the expense to the•city of supplying books to 
children of indige}Jt parents• The previous year 1 s total 
was nearly $1,600. At the first regular meeting of the 
year, the committee took steps to reduce the expense. A 
deal with bookselle!,'s provided a reduction of about 20 
per cent f~om former prices• 
i 
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Book rules enforced.-- Rules concerning the book 
situation were strictly enforced. Teachers were told to 
induce parents to pay for needed books. Every scholar ob-
taining books free had to have. the sub-committee of the 
scholar's school sign the orde.r. The name and price of the 
book was to be written on the order, which price must never 
exceed the price recognized as proper by the Board. When 
the order was turned into ·the·hands of the board, the book 
was supplied only·by vote of the board. 
It became the duty of the secretary to make a report of 
expenditures to the assessors. The committee felt that 
only a very small part of the money expended would ever be 
reimbursed. 
At every meeting of the board much time was occupied in 
approving book orders. 
Obliged to provide books.-- The committee reminded 
that it was not optional for them to supply or withhold 
books where pupils were not provided with same, but obliga~ 
tory, 
"In case·. any scholar shall not be ful:'nished by 
his parent, master~ or guardian with the requisite 
II books,. he shall be supplied therewith by the School 
ll Committee, at the expense of the town~-" (Rev. Statutes, 
Oh. 23, S. 20) • - . 
Book bill reduced more than half • ...;- ·During the latter 
part.of last year and·the first of this year, the schools 
were fuller than ever before due to unemployment; so bew 
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books in large numbers were required. Many parents were 
unable to pay for them. Yet the expense for books this 
year was reduced probably more than half of last year 1 s 
total. 
The annual expense per scholar for the year in inter-
mediate and primary schools was es.timated by the committee 
to be $9 .. 13; in grammar schools, $14.89; ir.\ the high 
school $26.17. 
committee approves teachers 1 club.-- A local teachers 
association was formed i.n the s.chool at the instigation 
of the board. Some years ago a previous one was formed 
by the teachers but discontinued. 
The board unanimously adopted the following resolve 
·in connection with the idea: 
nWb.ereas-The educational interests of the 
City of Lowell depend much upon the counsels which 
prevail and the plans which are adopted in the 
management of our Public Schools; and, 
Whereas..;,The principal business of the city, 
and the character of a large portion of our popu-
lation are such, that questions, local in all 
their relations and tendencies, yet of great prac-
tical importance, are continually suggested; and, 
Whereas-The teachers in our Schools, some of 
whom have bad great experience in our local neces-
sities, could give, as the result of such exper-
ience, valuable suggestions, not only to each 
other, but by which this board might the more · 
certainly perfect its plans and its system of 
operations; and 
Whereas:...The Tea~hers in our Public Schools 
are sufficiently numerous, and. have among them 
sufficient ability t.o ins..ure. the success of a 
e. 
il 
,, 
if 
., 
local School Association, snould one be formed by 
them, in connection with the School Committee of the 
City. 
Therefare, Resolved-That thts Boa~d recommend the 
formation of such-an association, and that we invite 
th&-teachers of all our Public Schools to meet with 
us for the purpose of organization." (Annual Report, 
18 58 ' p g. 18 ) • 
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Two men refuse superintendency.-- Finally a superintend-· 
ent of Schools was elected by this board early in the year, 
a Gen. Oliver of Lawrence. Since no salary was voted for 
the office, he refused to accept it without knowing what he 
would eventually receive. ·In November tbe city council es-
tablished the salary of the office at $1000 per year. At 
the December meeting of the school committee, after several 
.. attempts to elect, Hon. Joseph White won the position. He 
declined, when notified, due to the small salary. 
Heating of schools imperfect.-- The Report ended with a 
discussion of the physical wants of the schools. More at-
tention should be given to the heating apparatus of the 
school buildings,·which in some of the grammar schools was 
so impel"fect that some l"Ooms could not be properly heated 
in ·cold weather. Teachers have frequently dismissed 
classes due to this. Evils at>ising from over-heating oc-
cut>red most f:requently in the in.termedia te and primary 
schools whe:re stoves were used. Different parts-of the 
same room had radically different temperatures. 
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Pupils need more physical exercise.-- The Report 
adverted to another subject: • The :necessity for more and 
better exercises than the pupils :now had. Suggested was 
ten minutes each half-day devoted to regular physical 
exercise, in addition to the usual recess. In the high 
school, especially for the benefit of the girls, there 
should be 15 to 20 minutes a day of exercise. For the 
girls there'should be a room set apart, and the exercises 
directed by woman teachers. 
The case of Hartford Conn. was cited, where its most 
successful h~h school has a gymnasium for the use of the 
boys and girls. 
Evening school had volunteer teachers.-- The two free 
evening schools were open two evenings per week, with the 
teaching done on a voluntary unpaid basis. There were 
about 900 pupils in the two schools: 550 boys, 350 girls. 
Of the 55 teachers; 16 are men and 39, women.- The :number 
attending, especially mong the women, was much larger the 
previous years due to unemployment. The city gave $500 
for the support of the schools this year. 
34th Annual Report - 1859 
This year w~s one of unwinted activity, and 
might be called a period of revolution, so much was ac-
complished. 
I 
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More attention given best pupils~-- The primaries 
were said to be in excellent condition, but. that a higher 
degree of scholarship, especially in arithmetic, needs to 
be achieved. In the primaries, as in the grammar schools, 
the teachers sometimes have concentrated upon the few 
pupils preparing for the grade above, whi:·le lower classes 
have been neglected. And often, pupils have been permit-
ted to press forward from lower to higher classes before 
being properly prepared. 
Reading.cb.arts ordered..-.;. Sargent's "Standard School 
Charts" were ordered for these schools, to help in tlae 
first lessons in reading. The committee quoted from 
w. H. Wells, ·superintendent of Chicago schools, praising 
the· word method in commencing the study of reading. The 
same view was upheld in the official reports of Mr. 
John D. Philbrick, Superintendent of Schools, Boston. 
various methods of teaching reading.-- some teachers 
still adhered to the system of teaching the alphabet 
first, then short syllables, and then word and sentences. 
Others began with sounds of letters, then combination in 
words. Others began with words, later introducing names 
and sounds of the ~etters. Still others taught a few 
letters first by name, then combined these letters in 
simple words, thus teaching the alphabet and words 
simultaneously. 
!., 
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Attendance a problem in grammar schools.-- The 
only criticism of the grammar schools was that too much 
prominence was given the business of preparing candidates 
for the high school. Due to absence and irregularity of 
pupils more than one fifth of the expense of the grammar 
schools was lost. 
Mental arithmetic should be stressed.--Aritbmetic 
received more attention in the grammar schools since it 
was ranked at 25 on a sliding seale of 100, in the tests 
the previous year. Mental arithmetic seemed to have been 
abandoned as soon as written arithmetic was begun. State 
Secretary of Education Boutwell was quoted as saying: 
"As written arithmetic tends to lessen the 
power.of the pupil for the perfo~ance of these 
operations that are purely mental, he should be 
subjected, each day, to a searching and rapid 
drill in mental arithmetic, also.''!/ 
Teaching techniques criticized.-- The art of cor~ect 
use of language in conversation ~as given too little at-
tention, and the art of writing correctly was deemed ·a 
rare acquisition in the grammar schools. In geography 
there has been too much memorising dry technical descrip-
tions of boundaries and divisions of countries. No per-
spective seems to be observed. There is too much rote-
lea!'ning in Physical Geography and too ·little thinking. 
These defects were chargeable more to the texts than to 
the teacher-s. 
YAnnual Report, 1859, pg. 8. 
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Special attentiob to spelling.-- Spelling received 
I; 
il special. attention in the grammar schoo·ls since Tower' a 
I 
II 
II 
I 
II 
"Gradual Speller" was replaced by Worcester's "Pronouncing 
spelling Book." The high classes have written as well as 
ora~ spelling .. The first classes were given copies of 
stearnts "Alphabetical Recitation List and Guide to 
Pronunciation ... n The committee decried hum-drum recita-
tiona; a frequent oceurr.ence. 
Few good readera.--In reading the number of good 
readers was said to be quite disproportionate to the num-
ber proficient in other branches. stereotyped gestures 
were deplored. Children's books must have nothing that 
they cannot read easily, and understand. Most of the 
reading books used are free of that type of error except 
one, Sargent's "Third Reader," used in the first class or 
moat of the primaries, and by the lowest classes in all 
the grammar schools. 
Number of writing masters reduced.-- Up to 1853 
ordinary teachers had no duty as to penmanship. In 1852 
six writing masters were employed ab the aggregate salary 
'of $3,872.45~ The writing rooms had to be heated and kept 
in repair. In 1853, an experiment with engraved copies 
was made in the Bartlett and E~son schools, dispensing 
with special writing masters. This was abandoned in 1854. 
Since then the number of writing masters was reduced with 
• 
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wit~ the grading of th~ee g~ammar schools and the abolish-
:[ ing of two others, together with two intermediate schools • 
. , I Farnsworth's and McCoy's Writing Books were used in 
the various schools, with other systems employed, too. 
All were excluded by this board but the first two named, 
early in the year. 
One writine; teacher fo~ all schools.-- When Mr. McCoy 
resigned in July, the board appointed Charles H. Farnsworth 
of the high school the general teacher of penmanship i'or 
all schools, at a sala~y of $1,000 a year. He was to give 
each week, two lessons in bookkeeping at the high school, 
two lessons in penmanship in each of the ungraded grammar 
schools (where all divisions w.rite together), and one 
lesson in each division of the graded grammar school, and 
in each department of the high school. 
The teachers of the graded schools were to give two 
lessons, and those in the ungraded schools one lesson, in 
penmanship, per week. In the intermediate and evening 
schools, penmanship was to be taught by the regular teacher. 
Two writing awards given.-- Mr. James Mccoy, upon re-
tirement, proposed to award two silver medals annually, 
in July, to the pupils who showed most improvement in 
writing with his method in the grammar schools. Judges 
appointed by the school committee would choose the 
~ecipients. The board accepted his proposal. 
• 
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Some teachers set bad ·examples.--The behavior in many 
schools was praised, but the committee states that. there 
were teachers who set bad examples. Education in morality 
and virtue was considered o~ equal importance with ac-
quisition of knowledge. 
Duty of teachers stressed.-- Legislative enactment 
has stressed this. It was the duty of teachers 
"to.impress on the minds o~ children and youth 
committed to their .care and instruction th~ 
principles o~ piety and justice, and a sacred 
regard to truth; love o~ their country, humanity 
and universal benevolence; sobriety, industry 
arid ~rugality; .chastity, moderation and temper-
ance; and those other virtues which are the 
ornament of human society and the basis upon 
which a republican constitution is ~ounded. 11.!/ 
Unfortunate traits traced back to school days.-- The 
committee traced some of the tworst traits of the age, 11 
~to the neglect o~ moral culture 'in the schools, and 
enumerated the ~ollowing traits: 
"its insubordination and restless impatience 
under wholesome and necessary restraint; its 
blind idolatry of the present, and disregard 
o~ the past; its puerile vanity and pride o~ 
external show; its irreverence; its uobelie~, 
its 'suspense of ~aith;' its 'mendacity; its 
sensuality, its flippancy; its juvenile deprav-
ity, impudence and smartness; its impostures; 
its seluffions; its demagoguism; its ~illibuster­
ism; its flashy, viti~ting liter·ature, 'which 
mistakes a new phrase for a new thought, and 
old nonsense i'or new truth,• and which scof~s at 
religion and panders to vice by propagating 
doubts of the reality of virtue; its shallow, 
'I/ Gen. st., Ch. 38, Sect. 10 
• 
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pretentious, false and blasphemous philosophy, 
which boasts emptily of pro.gress, renounces tradi-
tions, denies God and worships itself. t n. · 
Necessity:!Of moral training.-- Time and material for 
moral training must be found in the schools, so that the 
development of the moral faculties would keep pace with 
that of the intellectual powers. 
To keep intermediates.-- The question arose as to 
whether or not to abolish the three intermediate schools. 
The superintendent of schools found that last year 197 
pupils aged 12-15 had attended, besides a large number 
under 12. The board decided to. keep the schools because 
of the fact that there were from 200 to.300 children be-
tween the ages listed, employed in the mills, a large 
number of whom might become members of these schools ·at 
any time. 
Named principal of the high school.-- At the high 
school the position of sub principal was abolished in 
August. Charles c. Chase, who for 14 years had charge of 
the school, was elected principal, with his salary being 
raised from $1,300 to $1,400 a year. He had five assist-
ants, three men receiving a salary of $1,000 a year, the 
first woman assistant being given $500, and the second 
woman assistant $400. 
Enter high school unprepare·d.-- Despite tests and 
checks, from 30 to 60 pupils annually enter the high 
• 
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school who were unprepared, the committee assel:'ted, forc-
ing the school to devote time to teaching subject matte!' 
propel:' to gl:'ammal:' schools. 
Attendance still a pl:'oblem at high school.-~ 
Attendance was fluctuating, although not so badly as before 
diplomas were adopted in 1857. The minimum was 154 less 
(in july) than the maximum (in Octobel:'). 
New rule.-- A rule was made that no child adrni tted 
into high school who had ~ot reached the age of 12. 
·.' 
Fil:'st Carney medals awarded.-- Silver medals were 
awarded to the six most meritol:'ious pupils of the high 
school for the first time when the second annual distri-
bution of diplomas was awarded to the graduating class 
at the examination of the high school in july. Ml:'. 
james G. Carney made the provision for this annual award. 
Evening school setup dissolved.-- In the past year 
$450 was appl:'opriated by the city council for the Free 
evening schools, which were started in 1844, and aided by 
the city since 1851. In October, Rev. Horatio Wood dis-
solved his connection with the school board and l:'e-
opened one undel:' the auspices of the Lowell Missionary 
Association. The other school was abandoned. A union of 
charitable endeavor and city superint.endence had been 
effected. But both gl:'oups claimed certain powers. Be-
sides some.felt it wrong to place the city as co-partner 
with a charitable society, the group above mentioned. 
~ ! ' : 
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Again it was felt that the city should provide evening 
schools which were in reality public schools. 
City opened six evening schools.-- Therefore the city 
council bad the writing rooms of the Mann and Green schools 
fitted at less than $50 for such evening schools, each room 
to accommodate 80 pupils. Six evening schools wer~ opened, 
three for boys and three for girls, each school meeting 
two evenings per week. Now men teachers received $1.00, 
and women teachers, $.50 per evening. A total of 490 
pupils attended (boys 240; girls, 250). These were nearly 
equally divided among the six schools. Reading, writing, 
spelling and arithmetic received the most attention. None 
were admitted under 15. The schools were very successful. 
The committee felt rewarded, since by benefiting the lower 
ranks of society, they helped all ranks since 'wholesome 
influences gravitate upwards.' · 
State check. ·ei'lforcemeht of attendance laws.-- By 
state law all children between the ages of eight and four-
teen years were required to attend the public schools at y 
least 12 weeks in every year. By another law, mills 
could not employ children wno had not attended schools 
during 11 weeks, or if under 12, 18 weeks, the previous 
2/ 
year.- The superintendent made special effort to enforce 
these laws. In November the (state) Secretary of the 
Board of Education, Ron. George ~· Boutwell visited 
J./Gen. Stat., dhapt. 41, Sect. 1 
g/Gen. Stat., Cbapt. 42, Sect. l 
" 
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Lowell to. see how the law was enforced regarding minora 
entering the mills. He was satisfied with conditions 
found. 
Time of tests doubled.-- The examinations this year 
were extended t.o twice their former duration. Two prac-
tices prevailing in some schools were discouraged, i.e., 
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that ®f prompting pupils by leading questions, and.that of 
,,. ,. . 
allowing them to answer in concert. 
Desire for fame created in pupils.-- The committee 
protested the popular practice of creating in pupils a 
' 
morbid thirst fo!' fame, and of p!'esenting politicians as 
examples to be imitated, Instead 
»The aspirations of the adolescent heart, 
for all that is great and good, should be stim-
ulated and sustained, because greatness and good-
ness are eternally desirable_in themselves. 11.!/ 
In the high school, the following changes in books 
were effected; Crosby's 11 Greek Grammar" substituted for 
Sophocles'; crosby's ttxenophon's Anabasis" for Owen's. 
G!'aham 1 s "English Synonyms" was intro.duced as a text. 
Book publishe!' criticized.-- The committee protested 
against t~e popula!' practice of publishers continually 
issuing revised editions, and criticized the faulty print-
ing found in some, and the cheap paper used. 
Retailers realized high profit from books.-- Due to a 
state law (Gen. Stat., Chap. 38, Seets. 28-29), the cam-
!JAnnual Report, 1859, pg. 35 
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mittee obtained a considerable reduction in the prices of 
texts. Although tbes·e prices bad been reduced in recent 
years, the superintendent found that the local retailers 
were still realizing an average profit of 65% above the 
Boston cash prices on all books used in the grammar and 
primary scb~ols, and of 56% on all books used at the high 
school. These profits were reduced by the board this year 
to an advance of 20% on the Wholesale cash prices. 
School buildings faulty.-- Two new buildings, erected 
in 1858, w.ere opened this yeal';', one on Chapel Street, and 
the other on High Street, for primaries. The committee 
said that the ceiling of the former was placed so high 
that every sound reverbated, causing echoses and that the 
location of the latter was ill-chosen and unsatisfactory 
to the people nearby. Of the schoolhouses, the committee 
·said that some were among the poorest buildings in the city. 
There should be no unsightly obje eta around schoolhouses, 
the committee thought. 
Heating a big Eroblem.-- The beating situation re-
mained unimproved this year, with the city council being 
blamed, the ce.mmittee having called its attention to the 
difficulties. The annual cost of fuel for the larger 
.schools was $336 each, and for smaller buildings $229 each. 
The fuel consumption was equal to the consumption of over 
600 tons of coal annually. The beating apparatus in some 
• 
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schools was imperfect, causing low temperatures in rooms 
I 
·j during the winter season. Teachers were partly blamed for 
d not supervising the care of the furnaces and stoves in 
I 
'i their schools. 
·r· 
council controlling power over schools.-- ifu.e com-
mittee asserted it desirable that it should be vested by 
law with ful~ controlling power, within limits of the a.p-
propriation for schools, touching the location, construc-
tion and improvements of· all public schools and their ap-
purtenances. At present, in all matters pertaining to the 
erection and furnishing of schoolhouses, the powers of 
the board were merely advisory, while the controlling _ 
power was in the hands of the city council. The property 
was vested in the city council; but the use thereof be-
longed to the school committee. This caused mistakes and 
delays attending the construction, -furnishing and repair 
of school buildings, and heating of same. 
The same sepa:rat1on of the advisory from the control-
1 ling power in the matter of school buildings existed in · 
Boston. 
superintendency uncertain position.-- A law was passed 
on February 21, requesting that a superintendent be chosen. 
The board elected George w. Shattuck, former teacher and a 
former board member. However,. ~t the city elections in 
the fall, before the office had been filled ten months, 
• 
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the voters were invited to instruct the city council by 
ballot whether to repeal the ordinance of February 21. Re-
rult.: 1646, yes, and 1069, no. More than one half the 
i! )\ qualified voterda didn 1 t respond at all. 
11 Office highly valuable.-- The board felt from obser-
\! 
\ vation that the offic~ of superintendent was highly val-
l\ uable in promoting economy, et':ficiency and uniformity. 
· .•. For the school expenditures amounted to more than $50,000 
11annually. There were 66 pupils, 119 teachers, and about 
·8,000 pupils. This needed an executive officer. The 
'board felt that either all members must make frequent 
·.personal visits to the schools, O!' some competent person 
:must be appointed to devote full time to the job. 
\ Superintendent had reduced expenses.-- The superin-
~: :tendent had !'educed the incidental expenses of the schools 
!. 
. .by mpre than twice his sala!'y. Much more non-resident 
:tuition money was paid into the city treasury this ·year 
\\ ~han formerly. The amount paid for books for the poor was 
by ·$800 than the average. amount so paid for the seven 
ears preceding. He aided in dispensing with three 
1\ rimaries, thus saving the salaries of teachers and t}le 
.ther expenses thereof. 
cost per pupil !'ising.-- The ,superintendent of schools 
n his report stated that a large number of pupils could 
e educated at the same expense as a gmaller, so it was 
• 
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important that all the children should be kept in school. 
He stated that the cost per pupil had advanced each year 
for the past eight years. In Boston the cost had advanced 
in eight years to $3.10, while in Lowell during the same 
time the cost advanced to $1.48. 
Yearly expenditure for schools.-- Total expenses for 
schools amounted to.$48,025.81, this last year. 
The average number of pupils was 380 leas than the 
average for seven .years, due chiefly to the large number 
of children at work. 
Following is a table showing the comparative cost per 
pupil for instruction in different cities. 
Coat .of Education per Pupil in Various Cities 
st. Louis 
Cincinnati 
Boston 
New York 
$17.34 
16.96 
15.91 
15.33 
Buf'falo 
Chicago 
Baltimore 
Roxbury 
$13.93 
12.93 
10.82 
9.81 
Lowell 
mharlestown 
Lawrence 
Springfield 
$9.56 
7.82 
7.28 
7.20 
The !'ate per pupil in four cities (aside from buildings 
and repairs was: 
Lowell High 
Boston " 
Roxbury ~: 
Chelsea n 
$29.40 
60.12 
35.41 
33.62 
Gram. 
n 
tt 
11 
$13.09 Inter. $8.09 Prim. $6.43 
12.69 
11.20 6.70 
9.19 6.10 
superintendent's !'aport stresses needs of schools.--
The superintendent, who made 420 visits to the schools this 
year, reported that the high school needed ~ larger recita-
tion rooms,four grammar schools needed larger yards; and 
nearly all the primary schools needed improvements, within 
• 
-_,.-··yo: ... 
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. and without. Most of the latter schools still had p~imi­
tive green box-seats. Only. six out of 48 schools were 
fu~nished with woder.n chairs and desks. Much of the noise 
and uneasiness .and bad sitting habits was attributed to 
poor seating arrangement. There were 11 of the oldest 
primary schools with no proper ventilation, and only half 
the,proper cubic foot capacity (5000 cubic feet instead of 
10,000). Not more than 15 of the.48 primaries have se-
pa~ate yards for boys and girls. The yards and out-build-
ings before and after schools were common to the use of 
both sexes. The most urgent .wants of the primaries were 
better houses and yards, and better school furniture. 
Tuition from non-resident pupils~-- ~rot until 1858 
was tuition ever collected from non-resident pupils. The 
sum of $32.90 was collected that year. This year 27 such 
pupils attended from whom the superintendent collected 
$264.40. 
Smalle~ book bille-- The average expense for books 
for poor children from 1852 to 1959 was $1112. a year. 
This year the expense was to be about $300. 
Minora illegally employed.-- Nineteen children il-
legally working in the mills were discharged at the same 
time this year. On October l, of this year, 263 children 
under fifteen were employed in 16 mills. Teachers were to 
keep track of the time when they must return to school 
agail?· 
• 
!i 
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Mill certificates.-- The number of certificates for the 
mills given for the eight years' from 1852 through 1859 ~n-
cluded: High, 9; Grammar, 1459; Intermediate, 460; Prim-
ary, 442; making a total of 2370. 
Certain class of boys need truant officer.-- From 
March to October there was no strict enforcement of 
truancy. At that time Jesse Ruse was re-appointed and did 
valued work. The superintendept believed that there was a 
class of boys, as of men, wbo seemed ~live to only one in-
fluence, that of restraint. For them such a truant officer 
was necessary. 
Numbers in.primaries equalized.-~ The superintendent 
did much toward equalizing numbers in the various primaries. 
Half of the 48 schools averaged now 45 to 55 pupils. 
Forty schools given three-weeksj testing.-- Three 
weeks were spent examining the pupils of the intermediate 
and primary schools at tl;le close·of the school term in 
July. Personally examined in reading, spelling, punctua-
tion, numeral letters, geography, multiplication table and 
six sections in Colburn's nArithmetic" were 269 pupils 
.from 40 schools. Only 34 were rejected, and 18 of .these 
came from two schools. Three schools bad 29 scholars who 
were marked perfect in every branch of study. The average 
was just over nine years. 
Primaries 1lillgraded~--tn the p:rimary schools were five 
classes, besides the alphabet children. However, the 
primaries remained ungraded. 
• 
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Six rears in s_rannnar school.-- Pupils passed on 
to the grammar schools at abou,t nine years of' age, and 
spent nearly six years in them, with three fourths ending 
their formal education there. 
Grammar schools reviewed.~- The pupils are divided 
into eight classes in all the grammar schools, whether 
graded or not. It was suggested that the f'if'th classes 
omit the 15th section of' Coburn's ''Arithmetic" and begin 
written aritbmet~c. The revamping of' the writing program, 
and the placing of Mr. Farnsworth in charge, worked out 
very successfully. 
Loc~l boys did well in college.-- High school pupils 
were thoroughly prepared f'or college, f'or of' 13 sent from 
the local school, and now in college, three were first in 
their classes, and 10, in the first half' of' their classes. 
This year, 28 names were listed among the graduate~. 
Attendance Statistics Compared 
Average Attendance of' Pupils to a Teacher 
Salem 
Boston 
Lynn 
Cambridge 
Roxbury 
Lawrence 
49 Charlestown 
47 Lowell 
47 Worcester 
46 Newburyport 
45 Fall River 
44 New Bedford 
Springfield 32 
44 
42 
39 
33 
33 
32 
I 
I\ 
II 
·I 
II 
Ratio of Attendance to No. of Pupils 
(5 and 15) 
Lowell- .85 Springfield .70 
New Bedford .81 worcester .68 
Cambridge .79 Lawrence .68 
Roxbury .77 Lynn • 63 
Salem .73 Charlestown • 63 
Boston .72 Fall River • 58 
Newburyport .48 
The average attendance to each teacher in the local 
schools was: High, 35; Grammar, 37; Intermediate, 45; 
Primary 49. 
35th Annual Report - 1860 
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Wise expenditure. The Report stated that the $50,000 
appropriated for the schools this year was wisely expend-
ed. 
One position abolished - another created.-- In March 
the office of superintendent of schools was abolished. 
The office had created dissensions both in and out of the 
board. Mr. George w. Shattuck's tendency was to system-
atize and equalize the different schools,. to elevate the 
same grades tm a level, and to make the complex machinery 
of the whole, work without friction. To assist the board, 
John H. McAlvin was elected city clerk, his duties con-
sisting mainly of acting as a recording officer. 
Entered SQ\hool too young.-- The total average at-
tendance of the 48 primary schools was 2,458, with an 
average of 51 in each school. The committee thought that 
• 
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children entered the primaries too young (at four), and 
suggested the age of 5 or 6 would be better, or the es-
tablishment of alphabet schools might help. 
Studies added to grammar schools.-- Because more than 
four fifths, or nearly 80 per cent of the grammar school 
pupils never entered high, the committee added studies 
this year to provide a thorough course of instruction. 
They were elementary bookkeeping, Norton and Porter's 
"Firat Book of Science," Robinson's 1tAlgebra," and 
composition and declamation in the first classes. Map 
drawing on the blackboard was recommended. 
Average daily attendance at grammar schools~-- The 
average daily attendance in the grammar schools for the 
past two years was as follows: 
School 1859 1860 
Edson 296 312 
Bartlett 324 1/2 346 
Varnum 174 166 
Franklin 156 1/2 146 
Green 155 1/2 157 
Mann 138 1/2 129 
Colburn 127 1/2 135 
Moody 178 1/2 249 
Remodel1in,g took elace.-- The Moody school was re-
modelled this year and divided, according to the new 
system, making four graded schools. The Moody and Green 
school buildings had steam-beating installations this 
year, the latter obtaining its supply from boilers under 
the city Hall. 
I 
I 
e) 
I 
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Weekly report cards.-- In the grammar schools a 
system of cards was used, giving a weekly statement of the 
rank and recitations of each pupil, to which the parents 
signature was to be affixed. 
High school information.-- A total of 387 pupils 
attended high school this year, 162 boys, and 225 girls. 
The average daily attendance was 209, t}J.e boys, 85, and 
the girls, 124. Admitted for this year were 81. Gradua~ 
ting at the close of the July examination were 44 pupils 
(12 boys and 32 girls}. Medals and diplomas were awarded 
at Huntington Hall. Five of the graduates entered Harvard, 
and two, Dartmouth. 
Efforts made to lower number entering high school.--
This year the committee tried to lower the number entering 
high school, which was crowded, by increasing the studies 
in grammar school, and by rejecting those who did not 
fully reach the prescribed atandard. Of the two policies 
in regard to numbers in the high school, having strict 
standards or filling the seats with pupils most nearly 
qualified, Lowell had been pursuing the latter, the school 
committee yielding to urgent pressure from parents. 
High school more crowded than grammar schools,--
During the years 1856-7-8-9, the average number of pupils 
belonging to the high was 247, while the seating capacity 
was 240. In 1859 the average number belonging to the 
-II 
I[ 
If 
il 
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high school was only 11 less than the number of' seats. 
Smaller classes.-- The committee's success at the 
last examination in the mid-year in lessening the number 
of entrants to the high school to a more equal comparison 
with the grammar schools, may be seen in the following 
chart taken !'rom the teachers' November monthly reports: 
Chart of' Seating Space and Vacancies in the Schools 
High School 
Edson " 
Bartlett n 
Varnum 
Mann 
Franklin 11 
Green 
Moody 
Colburn 
" 
Ave. No. 
BeL 
210 
342 
410 
180 
142 
164 
185 
355 
155, 
No. Seats 
240 
474 
474 
224 
200 
200 
200 
403 
200 
No. Vacant 
Seats 
30 
132 
64 
44 
58 
36 
15 
48 
45 
Ideal number at high, 118 pupils per lear.--At the 
high school 138 pupils were admitted in 1857; 59 in 1958; 
153 in 1859; 81 in 1860. The committee said that by 
comparing school statistics !'or a everEi,l years, it concluded 
,, that an annual admission of' 118 pupils per year would make 
! 
the.number of pupils nearly unif'onn for successive years, 
but made no rule to enforce the idea. 
It was regretted: that so few.of' the pupils (boys es-
pecially), entering high, graduated. The boys were often 
enticed into business offices or banks. Concerning this, 
the following facts may prove interesting: 
,I 
Chart of Time Spent in School and Other Data 
.. 
Per cent of those entering Grammar 
who also enter High: · 
Per cent of ~igh School pupils who 
receive diplomas: 
Average time in Grammar school 
preparing for High: 
Average time in Grammar school 
of all who enter: 
Average time ib High before re-
cei vi):)g diploma: . . 
Average time in High of all wb.o enter it: 
19 % 
27 l/2% 
4 1/2 
2 3/5ths 
3 1/3 
2 
years 
tl 
l1 
tl 
Thus, only about one half of the children of the 
high and grammar schools completed the prescribed course 
of studies. 
High school heated by steam.-- This year the high 
school was improved by having the building heated by 
steam, supplied from ~he city hall building. 
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Statistics of evebing schools.-- Evebing schools in 
the Mabn and Green school buildings were kept open six 
evenings a week during the winter months. Competent 
teachers '!"ere appoint:ed and paid, many being day teachers. 
A total of 589 attended, with an average attendance of 
328. More than 500 of them took reading, spelling, 
writing and writteb arithmetic, but only 20 took grammar, 
and 1, algebra. The.cost of instruction was $253; for 
care of rooms, books·and incidentals, about $150. Tests 
were given at the term's end. 
Position of truant officer renewed.-- The office of 
truant commissioner was renewed but the city council 
showed little understanding by voting him $1.50 per day 
for actual service. 
J 
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Due to his :removal from office for six months in 1859, 
Mr. Huse 1 s duties were greatly increased this year, during 
which be investigated 743 cases of which 313 had never at-
tended the. city's schools. Returned to scbool'for the 
second time were 92 truants and absentees; for the third 
time, 46; the fourth time, 5; for the fifth time, 4. 
Arrested were 21, and 13 sentenced to the local juvenile 
reform house, while 8 were bailed out and returned to 
·school. 
City suffered from truancy.-- Of truancy the committee 
made this comment: 
"There is probably no city in the State where 
schools are mmre likely to suffer from truancy 
than ours. The peculiar element of society from 
which this evil arises, largely abounds, and its 
prevalence is accounted for by the almost entire 
absence of parental government and correct home 
influences. ety · . 
Writing deemed.important subject.--A new and "very 
perfect" system of penmanship, "Payson; Dunton & Scrib-
ner's," was added to tQ.e schools. The committee thought 
that only language was more important than it, quoting 
"Writing is the world's messenger," to clinch the matter. 
Favored.introduction of physical training.-- The 
committee spoke. favorably of introducing physical training 
into the schools, and said that athletic exercises imparted 
a sociability and interchange of mutual good feeling 
!/Annual Report, !860, pgs. 23-24 
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that should be cultivated. A group from the committee 
visited Dr. Lewis' gymnasium, recently established in 
Boston, for teachers and others, and were greatly im-
pressed. 
Gymnastic exercises should be required.-- The com-
mittee quoted from a recent school report, treating on 
the s.ubject: 
"Granting then that bodily health, strength, 
and-beauty are desirable; granting that physical 
degeneracy is a great and growing evil, the prac-
tical question for uss is, what ought to be done 
in our schools to arrest physical deterioration? 
The principal remedy which I would suggest, 
is the introduction into all grades of our schools 
a thorough system of practical training, as a part 
of the school culture. Let a part of the school 
time of each day be devoted to the practice of 
calisthenic and gymnastic exercises, in which 
every pupil shall be required to p'articipa te. "1/ 
Readjustment of salaries.-- A readjustment of salaries 
took place this year. Temporary teachers received 
salaries at the rate of those whose places they took. 
There was no equitable adjustment of salaries during vaca-
tions. Now, specific sums were allowed temporary teachers. 
These sums were to be deducted from the salaries of the 
absentees. The time of payment now corresponded with the 
school terms. 
!/Report of John b. Philbrick, Esq., Supt. Schools, 
Boston. 
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36th Annual Repo~t - 1861 
:t Large numbers in· schools.-- In the high school, 
eight grammar, two intermediate, and 49 primary schools 
were 5,501 pupils this year. Attending the evening schools 
all persons over 15 years of age, were 462. 
The city council appropriated $45,000 for the schools. 
Cost of schools.-- Expended for schools during the 
yea~ was $50,384.03, of which $49,857.41 was expended on 
.the day schools, making a total of $9.06 per pupil. The 
evening schools cost $527.52. 
Fou~ graded schools.-- Only four gramma~ schools were 
graded, due to economy measures, in recent years. Othe~s 
would be as fast as a due regard for economy permitted. 
Primaries ~pened, some ~a-modelled.-- A primary on 
Mill Street was re-opened, due to the crowding of neighbor-
ing school~. A brick primary was erected on Paige. 
ttrt is furnished with the modern chairs for 
seats, and new and comfortable out-buildings; and 
is a very substantial, convenient, and pleasant 
structure.ny · 
The Tilden Street primary was remodelled and fur-
nished with new chairs, desks and out-buildings. The 
Rock Street primary had an exchange of "its old boxes 
for new and comfortable chairs and desks of the modern 
style." 
gj 
1/,A.nnual Report. 1861, pg. 5 
g/Annual Repor~, ~' pg. 5 
I 
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Two primary rooms in the Colburn school basement 
were enlarged, and provided with new seats and furniture. 
The city council voted an appropriation for a brick 
building for the two primaries on Middle Street, "but 
upon the breaking out of the war with its unexpected de-
Y 
mand upon the city for money, the vote was rescinded." 
Playground for Green School.-- An unoccupied lot in 
1/Annual report, Ibid., pg. 5 
• 
• 
I 
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expected not to exceed 14 tons. 
School was form.erly dismissed a. number of days a. 
year due to coldness. Now the building was comfortable 
on the coldest days. 
Furnace heating expensive.-- The Edson and Bartlett 
schools heated by furnaces, annually consumed 38 tons of 
coal. The cost of fuel for each of these schools for 
1859, an average year, was $310. 
The annual cost of fuel for the high and eight gram-
mar schools for furnace heating, was a bout $2,300. By 
steam heating, ·the bill might be about $1,100. 
only small amount of school appropriation expended.--
., 
The amount appropriated to schoolhouses was "$10,000, of 
which only $3,728.33 was expended. 
"A greater amount :-would probably have been 
expended, if the sudden outbreak of the war had 
not diverted so much money to unexpected cha.n-
nels."l/ 
Teach~rs given ~eading lessons.-- After an investi-
gation of the state of reading in the schools, the board 
engaged Prof. Lewis B. Monroe of Boston to give a course 
of 12 lessons in reading each Wednesday afternoon at high 
school, upper room. All teachers and teacher applicants, 
were invited to attend. The lecturer 1 s reading was free 
from the mannerigm and artistic style so prevalent. 
Drill in reading and spelling at high school.-- In 
October the board unanimously placed reading and spelling 
1/Annual Report, ~bid., pg. 5 
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among the required studies at high school. From December 
23~ 1854, to July 22, 1861, of the 4146 pupils at high 
school, only 661 took reading, a total of 15 per cent. 
Twice a week the whole school, organized into classes, 
received a thorough drill in both subjects. The committee 
thought it might be an improvement to have both subjects 
respectively taught to large classes, rather than to the 
present smaller ones. 
Physical training begun.-- Physical training was in-
augurated this year, on a three-month trial period, with 
Professor Sylvester scott and his wife employed to give a 
series of lessons in the high and grammar schools. The 
special committee who sought the introduction of the sub-
ject, urged its continuance for one more quarter as the 
year ended~ and th,.at teachers be required in the high and 
grammar schools to practice their pupils in physical 
exercises regularly. It was suggested that teachers of 
the intermediate and primary schools be required to meet 
weekly~ or oftener, to be instructed by Prpfessor Scott, 
so that they might conduct exercises in their schools. 
standards of study and admissions reduced in grammar 
school.-- Early in.tbe year the grammar school admission 
requirements were reduced. No knowledge of geography was 
· now required, and only four sections. of Colburn' a. ''A.ri th-
metic,n instead of six. This would lower the standard 
,I { 
• of>, grammar school study. Another effect would be to 
transfer a large number of young children from the 
primary to the grammar schools. 
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Admission to primaries upped to five years.-- The 
standard of admission to ttle primary school was raised 
this year from four to five years of age. School 
boards, convinced of the value of the change hesitated 
to make it 
"mainly, from a deference to the erroneous 
desire of many parents to substitute, as early 
as possible, a stranger's care over their 
children for their own. "1/ 1 
Colored crayons used in schools.-- During the year, 
colored crayons were used for drawing upon the black-
board. Pupils used ·them in c~pying and designing pic-
tures, even in the primaries,: to good advantage. 
Board considered keeping·. schools open during the 
summer vacation.-- A special committee was appointed to 
consider the subject of opening some schools during the 
summer vacation. Notice was ~iven in local newspapers 
of the time and place of a me~ting to be held by that 
special committee, and all parents and interested per-
sona invited to attend. No obe but the committee ap-
pearedl The committee prepared a report adopted by 
the board, suggesting that some arrangement be made by 
!7 Annual Report, ~., pg. 13 
334 
which children may be kept at school in the summer. The 
matter was referred to the next board. 
Long vacation an evil.-- Of the great masses of 
children and youth who did not leave the city for a vaca-
tion, the special committee asserted that 
"the long vacation- is an evil. Compelled to roam 
the streets in pursuit of pleasure, they become 
demoralized themselves, and are a nuisance to 
orderly citizens. It can not well be otherwise. 
Without the aid of the school, for six hours in 
the day, the great difficulty seems to be to get 
rid of the time that has already become burdensome, 
and the old adage, that 'Satan finds s0me mischief 
still for idle hands to do,' is abundantly veri-
fied.nl/ 
Parents favored single session at high.-- Although 
parents of high school pupils presented a petition to the 
board _early in December requesting a single daily session 
at high school, and even signed a questionnaire which 
showed a majority of parents favoring the single session, 
the board voted to make no change in the school hours. 
Reasons for keeping double sessions.-- Good reasons 
were given as: The term was well-advanced, and the routine 
would be disturbed; the compactness 0f population made it 
easy for pupils to reach home and return at noon; the 
tediousness of five hours' protracted schooling; the 
natural demand for an hour of rest at noon; the necessity 
of carrying dinner to be hastily eaten in a few minutes; 
!/Annual Report, ~·, pgs. 34-3.'5. 
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and the local character of the people, mostly mill help, 
accustomed to early rising, an early breakfast and the 
principal meal at noon. 
New text books.-- A few changes intexts were made. 
In the primaries, '!Worcester's "Elementary Spelling-Book" 
was exchanged for nspelling and Thinking Combined," and 
in the high school, Q,uackenbos 1 11Philosophy11 for Gray's. 
Added to the high school list of books were Murdoch and 
Russell's ttvocal Culture,n Allen's "Classical Hand Book," 
and 1'Worcester 1 s "Spelling-Book. 11 (The advanced book by 
the same author was put into the grammar ·schools in l860J. 
The committee reported that inattention to pronoune-· 
ing of words, and shades of the vowels, was prominent in 
the schools. To remedy this a series of books was intro-
d_uce9- into the schools, among them Worcester's uniction-
!t [i ary·," worcester's ttspellers, u ·and stearns 1 s "Practical 
Guide to Pronunciation." 
spelling was taught almost entirely orally, the 
committee remarked. 
City to keep texts it paid for.-- Books provided for 
poor pupils cost the city $676.88. Of this amount, $23.46 
was collected. The board voted this year that all books 
so. provided should remain the property of the city, until 
paid for by the users. Teachers were to retain them at 
the close of each term in the school room. Thus, a supply 
I ., 
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of books would be available f'o.r use for a number of 
years, and there would be an annual saving of' hundreds of 
dollars. This system was tried successfully in Boston and 
elsewhere •. · 
Tuition collected carefully.-- Due to a careful col-
lection of' tuition from non-resident pupils, the amount 
! 
realized was $241.60. 
High school information.-- The whole number admitted 
to high school this year at the beginning of the school 
year was 126 (56 boys and 70 girls). Of the 31 graduates, 
four entered college, two, Tufts; one, Yale; and one, 
Dartmouth. The number admitted was more than four times 
the number graduated. The average length of time spent 
by all admitted did not exceed two years. A large per 
cent remained less than a year; a much larger per cent 
nemained less then two years. Many entered just to estab-
lis the reputation of being admitted • 
. Board showed leniency in conferring diplomas.-- Ab-
senteeism was dealt with strictly. No pupil at high school 
could graduate without an examination in every study of his 
course. However there were some who graduated without 
taking all- required subje ets "the board, as usual, inclin-
. 1/ 
ing to a spirit of' leniency in conferring diplomas.~ 
The g:reatest lack was in the Trigonometry course. 
l/Annual Report. ibid., pg. 21 
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completion of course desirable.-- Since the rules of 
the board require completion of the course to obtain a 
diploma, and the diploma states that the bearer has cOm-
pleted it, the board inquired whether it would not be 
better to insist upon completion of the course, as the 
diploma might become worthless, indicative of nothing cer-
tain and definite. 
Four evening schools hold'three-month session.-- The 
evening scho~ls, four in number, met at the Mann and Green 
schools two evenings a week. The two for girls, and two 
schools for boys, were attended by 463 pupils, ranging 
from 15 to 30 years. They continued for three months, 
ending the first of March with public examinations. The 
sum appropriated for these schools was $500 and the ex-
penditures, $527.87. 
Defects of high school pointed out.-- Some changes 
would be helpful at the high school level, the committee 
stated. There was danger that reguired studies would be 
neglected for the permitted ones. Presently two teachers 
spent nine fourteenths of their time teaching French. In 
a room 18 by 12, 250 pupils were instructed in mathematics, 
using a blackboard llO square feet in size. · Not more than 
10 pupils should be in such a room. (In grammar schools 
it was found that 320 square feet of blackboard for 70 
pupils was not too generous). The 70 pupils in the four-
year classical course have one teacher who had, as an 
extra duty, to care for the management of the whole 
school with its distractions. 
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Writing of compositions ordered.-- The committee 
would like to see more of the time of the grammar classes 
devoted to sentence-making. The board voted to require 
the writing of compositions as a grammatical exercise, in 
the grammar schools. 
Wishes expressed by school committee.-- Their de-
sires were:. To see the study of written arithmetic begun 
in the seventh room and the study of grammar and easy 
sentence construction begun in the fourth room of the 
grammar schools; to see the first class of the prima~ies 
make letters and figures by use of crayons on the black-
board; to see :map-drawing a daily exercise in both 
primary and grammar divisions; to see the rules of 
spelling.daily applied by written exercises; to have 
reading make sense to the hearer; to have teachers cor-
dially teat proffered- changes and condemn such only after 
a fair trial; and to see leas rival_ry among grammar prin-
cipals as to numbers admitted t-o the high school annually. 
Public schools prosperous during first year of 
civil war.-- Two references to the civil war.were made 
near the end of the Report.; 
• 
• 
.After stating that nothing had disturbed the harmony 
and prosperity.of the schools this year, the report added 
that,ttin the midst of an absorbitlg war, the attention of 
our people has not been withdrawn from them, our app~­
priations have not been diminished, and some valuable 
1/ 
improvements have been introduced. u-
The Report concluded with this sentence: 
ucertainly we may with a holier thankful-
ness review the undistu:rbed prosperity of our 
public schools, while we remember that our 
alienated countrymen of the South have found 
it necessary to close their schoolhouses, and 
for the time to forego the advantages of educa-
tion, fo:r the pu:rpose of wasting their substance 
in a ruinous, wicked, and self-imposed war.tt2/ 
1/A.nnual Report, ibid., pgs. 25~6 
2/Annual Report, ibid., pg. 29 
• 
•• 
CHAPTER XI 
CONCLUSION 
The past has much to offer.-- In this swiftly 
moving age, so few stop to recollect the past, and to 
admire its worthwhile contributions to the present. 
The writer has endeavored to examine the past his-
tory of schooling in Lowell, Massachusetts, and to re-
create its highlights. 
Study of local history important.-- An impetus to 
explore local history was given the writer at ~oston 
University. There it was suggested that students of 
the social sciences heed the advice of Johnson and 
Wesley to look into the history of one 1 s locality. 
Local history, wit~ emphasis on its educational 
aspect,, was chosen as the field .for this thesis. 
Thesis represents much resea~ch.-- The thesis re-
presents much "digging;tt visits to outlying town halls 
and t~wn libraries; utilization of information at the 
local city hall and library; handling of rare books; 
and rewarding chats with many "old-timers .. u 
In the thesis, stress was laid on the social as-
pect of schooling, and the human interest features of 
school life over the years. 
-34G-
'I 
I 
~ 
I 
Concepts gained from the ~esearch.-- A summa~y of 
the information gained by reviewing the public school 
history of Lowell over two centuries might include the 
following:· 
l. a ~ealization that child~en had to be watched 
lest many fail to attend school and ~eceive its benefactions; 
2. that pa~ents were of two types: one col'l-
scientious; the other negligent of their 
children's duties towards school; 
3. that teachers had varying qualifications for 
teaching, ranging from high to low; 
4. that school-committee men we~e for the most 
part zealous and interested; 
5. . that the worst problems ~a-appearing con-
sistently were: combatting irregular at~ 
tendance at school and truancy among 
pupils; and substituting corporal punish-
ment for a gentler mode of chastisement. 
Contributions of this tbesi~:-- The writer.bopes 
this thesis will be of value for the following reasons: 
Never before has a compilation of school history been 
pres~nted between the eover& of one book; many bits of 
information therein have never appeared in print; and 
some of the data is known to the proverbial nhandfulu 
of people. 
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